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Algeria’* outlawed Islamic Sahna- 
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Olmert threatens Arab homes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Jerusalem's Israeli mayor. 
Ehud Olmert, made a raze visit to the city’s Palestinian neighbour- 
hoods on Wednesday, threatening to demolish homes that did not 
follow lengthy permit procedures but also promising some urban 
renewal. '‘I came here to give you my policy and my policy is that 
anything not built with a permit will be demo fished," Mr. Olmert 
told residents of the JabaJ Mukabber neighbourhood. Palestinian 
residents complain that the lengthy permit process means many 
would never be able to build homes. And they point out that the 
areas where they live, witb open sewers and few dry amenities, are 
largely neglected when compared to the carefully tended streets of 
the western, mostly Jewish half of the dty. Palestinians want the 
eastern half of the dty as capital of their would-be state. Mr. 
Olmert, elected a year ago, emphasises that Israel will never divide 
its "capita].'" Mr. Olmert blames the previous adminis tration of 
Teddy Kollek for neglecting the Arab quartera. He promised to 
invest in bail ding and services in the Arab sectors of the dty “just 
like in the Jewish neighbourhoods." Palestinians say over 40,000 
Arabs witb the legal right to five in the dty have been pushed out 
because of inadequate bousing and the difficulty in building. 
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Israelis find 
antiquities noar 
border 

TELAVTV (R) — Members 
of as Israeli kibbutz have 
tSscovered a line of Roman 
milestones about 2,400-years- 
old in the Wadi Araba desert. 
Thefaraei antiquities author- 
ity said on Wednesday the 26 
stones were spaced at inter- 
vals of one Roman mile 
■(3,480 metres) and weighed 
up to 100 kilogrammes 
apiece. Israel may not get to 
keep the find. The stones, 
some of which stand 1.2 
metre high, were discovered 
by members of a kibbutz in a 
bolder area that wffl revert to 
Jbtdazuan sovereignty under 
the terms of the peace accord 
signed on the border last 
-week. The authority said ex- 
jictts had thought the Ro- 
mans had not bmlt any roads 
m &e Araba desert. Bat in- 
scri p tiops on some of the 
stones pointed the way to a 
Romas fort north of Eilat. 

fnq accuses Kuwait 
qf border violation 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
IzW} ob Wednesday accused 
Kuwait of violating its border 
ap$ committing an act of 
"^ggpession” on its territory 
lanreek. Official newspapK 
oars here Said Kuwaiti poike- 
tn: i penetrated 500 metres 
rndtift tMritory cm Oct. 25, 
and opened fire Oh an Iraqi 
Qiicejnan , K ha led 
WMiadiiig him in 
protested to 
Nations over the 
^remediated 
on ... aimed 
tension and 
:text for new 
Iraq," the 

f^ce admonishes 
iran over protest 

PAltlS (AFP) — France on 
Wednesday admonished 
bah) reminding it of its duty 
concerning the safety of fbre- 
^nembassics. after a protest 
omside France's mission in 

a ban on Isla- 
in schools. 
^We reminded the Iranian 
antorilies of its obligations 
under international conven- 
tions concerning diplomatic 
missions,’ 1 said foreign minis- 
txy spofasman Richard Du- 
ma. During the demonstra- 
tion in Tehran Monday more 
than a thousand veiled Ira- 
nian women d emonst rated 
outride the French embassy 
to protest the headscarf ban. 

ftM- warns Aidued 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
The United Nations’ special 
envoy to Somalia accused 
Wednesday the country's 
hading wariord of organising 
lave' 1 peace conference 
to kad to fresh blood- 
_ With cariuried factions. 
VkaprGbeho said in a state- 
ment that the “national re- 
CorciHatian conference" 
nrnsissd in a “unilateral” 
feslion by Mohammad Farah 
Aidred ud running since 
Tuesday in the Somali capital 
had come as a surprise to the 
U.Ni Mtoioft in Somalia 
(UNOSOM). The decision of 
the 12 factions loyal to 
Qeqcral Atdeed to 'launch 
dwfer own forum constituted 
neg a t io n of the under- 
Randng readied with all con- 
naub d factions that invita- 
tiraa ia the conference would 
he friended by UNOSOM to 
fa ieaden of the recognised 
Retinas. “ UNOSOM has de- 
^ 99 d to send a rapreseata- 
*^40 the talks. . 

Armyordurs 
HttkMtodMtroy 
nt«morlrii 




House panel recommends 

■ 

endorsement of peace treaty 

Opposition parties seek to step up campaign 



By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Fbrei, 
Affairs Committee at ti__ 
Lower House of Parliament 
Wednesday recommended 
that the legislature endorse 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty as eight ' opposition 
parties announced steps to 
form an alliance of Islamic 
and pan-Arab groups to fight 
it. 

President of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said the 
majority of the 23-member 
panel supported the recom- 
mendation to endorse the 
peace treaty while the three 
Islamic Action -Front (IAF) 
deputies, represented on it 
opposed it. 

Deputies will begin their 
debate of the treaty, which 
the government presented to 
the House as a draft law early 
this week, on Saturday and 
all indications are the major- 
ity of lawmakers will support 
it. 

The treaty will go into 
effect as law after Parliament 
ratifies it and Hk Majesty 
King Hussein signs it. 

“The committee believes 
die treaty is the best that 
could have been achieved in 
light of what was possible’' 
even though it is not the 
“ k lcSI accord that we would 
aspire to," Mr. Kabariti told 
the Jordan Times! 

In its four-day debate of 
the treaty, the committee did 
not look at “its work as an 
attempt to di ff e r e nti ate be- 
tween those who are with the 
country and those who are 
against it because there is no 


deubt that we are all with the 
country and its leadership as 
evidenced by our presence at 
Parliament,” Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

He said the committee sees 
in the implementation of the 
peace treaty the beginning of 
a new era in which challenges 
could be greater than those 
which characterised the era 
that the treaty will end. 

That, he said, calls, for 
abandoning “old methods 
that never matured and 
adopting new ones that can 
enable us to confront the new 
challenges." 

“The trust that the people 
put in us requires that we 
take up the new challenges 
with all the courage mat 
loyalty to the country, its 
people and leadership dic- 
tates," even though tire new 
era would shake off many 
concepts with which the pre- 
sent generation has lived, 
said the influential member 
of the National Democratic 
Coalition and former minis- 
ter. 

The committee, Mr. 
Kabariti said, believes that 
the country cannot stop in the 
middle of the new road and 
look back because the only 
way is to move forward and 
“capture the future.” 

Meanwhile, eight political 
parties announced sups to 
create <( the broadest demo- 
cratic alliance of and 

pan-Arab forces" m order to 
"confront peaoe, submission 
and normalisation.” 

At a press conference held 
at tire offices of the IAF and 
headed by secretary general 
of the Jordan Democratic 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

Socialist Party, Issa Mdanat, 
the opposition groups said 
they were preparing far-aj 
“national popular confer- 
ence" to organise opposition 
to peace witb-Tsraci. They 
said the conference could 
take place within a month. 

The eight parties deman- 
ded that the government hold 
a plebiscite “so that people 
can say their word on tire 
peace treaty and everybody 
has a chance to express their 
views." 

They demanded that the 
plebiscite be conducted 
under tire supervision of the 
judiciary. 

The opposition groups 
reiterated their vow u> f 
tire peace treaty, which 
Kingdom signed with Israel 
Oct. 26, with all available 
democratic and legal means 
and called on lawmakers to 
respect tire “wishes of the 
people” who elected them 
and re jeer the treaty. 


Describing the -accord as 
“surrender to the conditions 
of the Zionist occupation," 
the opposition eight also 
attacked the treaty ' for 
allegedly failing to realise 
Jordanian rights and aban- 
doning the decisions of the 
international legitimacy on 
Jerusalem and refugees. 

They reiterated criticism 
that the accord reduces the 
issne of Jerusalem to 
sovereignty over religions 
shrines and calls for settling 
refugees and displaced per- 
sons in their countries of resi- 
dence instead of giving them 
their right to repatriation. 

“While announcing our re- 
jection of ■•the treaty, as we 
rejected the Oslo deal, we 
demand that the government 
put an end to its oppressive 
policies and end its monopoly 
of the official media because 
these media belong to the 
people,” tire opposition eight 
said in a statement read out 
at the beginning of the con- 
ference. They claimed the 
government was encroaching 
on their democratic right to 
express opposition to the 
treaty. 

The opposition has claimed 
the majority of the people 
oppose peace with Israel but 
has thus far failed to prove 
any evidence to its claim. 

Asked about tire n o mT -^ i 
of their followers whom they 
said oppose the treaty, 
spokesmen of the parties at 
the conference said what 
counts is their “historic strug- 
e and presence” in the 
in; 

“Numbers are not the most 
important tiring," Mr. Mda- 


Rabin rejects any 
talks with Hamas 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin came out firmly 
against any dialogue with the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas on Wednesday 
after two ministers urged 
talks with moderate Hamas 
members. 

“Hamas is the enemy of 
peace and there is only one 
way to deal with it — by 
waging a merciless war,*' he 
told Israel Radio. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shaba! proposed a dialogue, 
despite a string of attacks 
claimed by the fundamental- 
ist group during October and 
threats of more to come. 

“I am ready to talk to 
members of Hamas who are 
ready to talk to us,” Mr. 
Shaba! told a meeting of 
Labour Party members of 
parliament. 

He said Hamas was “not 
all of tire same hue — there 
are extremists and there are 
moderates." 

“The government is wrong 
to reject Hamas wholesale,” 
Ire added, picking up on a call 


by Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin last week for 
talks witb Hamas moderates 
who have voiced interest in 
contacts with Israel. 

Mr. Rabin vowed revenge 
after the Oct. 19 Tel Aviv bus 
attack that killed 23 people, 
including the suicide- 
bomber. 

A Hamas official in tire 
occupied West Bank, Jamil 
Hamami, did not role out tire 
possibility of a dialogue, bur 
said the Israeli “manhunt" 
for Hamas members should 
stop first. 

“Dialogue is not forbidden 
in itself. It is necessary to end 
the bloodshed," he told the 
Palestinian newspaper AI 
Ouds on Wednesday. 

Sheikh Hussein Abu 
Kwaik, another Hamas lead- 
er, also supported dialogue. 

The two clerics said they 
wanted ro end the bloodshed. 

Hamas claimed responsi- 
bility for three attacks on 
Israelis in October, including 
the kidnapping of a soldier 


7) 


Israel-PLO election 
talks restart next week 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel will 
bean a fifth round of talks on 
Palestinian elections in Cairo 
next week, the Israel ambas- 
sador to Cairo said on Tues- 
day. 

David Sultan told reporters 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat agreed 
to restart the talks during the 
Casablanca economic confer- 


Negotiating teams post- 
poned this week's talks to 
take more time to study the 
papers they exchanged on 
election topics and to rest, a 
Palestinian official said ear- 
lier this week. 

Palestinian elections 
should have taken place in 
July as agreed under a PLO- 
Israel peace accord giving 
Palestinians limited self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

But after four rounds of 
talks in Cairo the PLO and 
Israel are stiQ in disagree- 
ment over the electoral coun- 
cil's powers and Israeli de- 


mands for a joint committee 
to decide how to choose vo- 
ters and candidates in Palesti- 
nian polls. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 
army lifted the lid on the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank on 
Wednesday, but only 1,090 
workes reached their jobs in 
Israel amid chaos over new 
permits and transport, offi- 
cials said. 

The territories were sealed 
off two weeks ago when a 
Palestinian suicide bomber 
killed himself and 22 others 
aboard a Tel Aviv bus. Some 
70,000 labourers were thrown 
out of work, provoking bitter 
complaints of collective 
punishment. 

Just 350 West Bankers and 
740 Gazans entered Israel af- 
ter receiving work permits, 
an army spokesman said. 

Gaza labour office director 
Saeed AI Mudallai admitted 
4,021 permits had arrived 
from Israel by Tuesday night, 
nearly all for construction 
workers. 

But only 2,000 could be 
(Coathmed on page 7) 
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AVTV (APT) — The 
utaeli army ordered 
wqdafoday tire d es tr u cti on 
of > mbriwritnt to Hebron 
fcdifi fintuch Gobi" 
Which, fellow Jews are 
at h ... xettiemem of 

military offioais 
--Cemrel region comma a- 
f^vSeueral Han Bum sent 
w Older to the “mayor” of 
Ari» saying tire stone 
was on land 
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Car bomb kills Islamic leader in Gaza 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
carbomb exploded Wednes- 
day on the autonomous Gaza 
Strip killing a senior figure of 
the Islamic Jihad organisa- 
tion. doctors said. 

The device wenT off when 
Hani Abed, a leader of the 
fundamentalist group which 
Opposes the peace process 
and rejects autonomy, got 
into his car in Khan Yunis 
town. 

Some witness said it blew 
op as he opened the door, 
others as he fired the igni- 
tion. 

Police said they had begun 
interviewing wttocsscs to the 
killing, which has not been 
claimed. 

"This is a plot by (Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Rabin 
charged Adel Mahmoud, an 
Islamic Jihad member. 

He (Rabin) has started a 
war against tire intellectuals, 
not against the real militants. 
I am sure it's the Israeli in- 


telligence that did it.” 

Mr. Rabin swore revenge 
after a suicide bomber blew 
up a Tel Aviv bos on Oct. 19 
killing himself and 22 others. 

However, tire Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement Hamas 
claimed responsibility for tbe 
atrocity. 

Abed, who taught science 
at a technical college where 
his Peugeot was parked, was 
held by the Palestinian police 
for 1*7 days after fun- 
damentalists murdered two 
Israeli soldiers in June. 

He died m Khan Yums's 
Nasser hospital from internal 
bleeding and trauma several 
hours after the blast. 

Abed, who also manged a 
weekly paper that seined 
publication two weeks ago. 
left a widow and three chil- 
dren. 

A spokesman for Islamic 
Jihad who refused to pvt his 
name called news agencies to 
read a statement accusing tire 


Israeli intelligence services of 
trying to kill Abed. 

“There is no Palestinian 
group with any interest in 
assassinating Abed. Only the 
fingers of the Israeli Mossad 
are behind it," tbe statement 
said. 

Abed was also known to 
have disputes with Hamas as 
well as with some cousins 
over land. Bui there was no 
claim of responsibility* for the 
bombing. 

An Israeli and a Palesti- 
nian were injured rn separate 
bomb blasts near Tel Aviv 
and the West Bank town to 
Bethlehem Tuesday, police 
and witnesses said. 

A 22-year-okl Israeli man 
was seriously injured in a 
carb o mb blast Tuesday m 
Kfar Saba, near Tel Aviv, 
police said. 

According to preliminary 

enquiries, the bombing was a 
setting of scores rather than 
an anti-Israeli attack. It was 


not known whether the in- 
jured man was planting the 
bomb when it exploded. 

A Palestinian man was in- 
jured when a bomb exploded 
in Ai Khadr village near 
Bethlehem in the Israeli- 
occupied "West Bank. 

Witnesses said Yacoub 
Jafar, 26, was injured in the 
face and taken to hospital. 
Hb injuries were not life- 
threatening, hospital workers 
said. 

The army sealed off the 
area and launched an inquiiy 
to find out whether the in- 
jured man was carrying the 
bomb at the time. 

The man injured in the 
bomb blast near Tel Aviv was 
an army officer, police said. 

The explosive charge, 
which was connected to four 
gas cylinders, completely 
wrecked the car. The officer 
was taken to hospital in Tel 
Aviv unconscious. 


Y eltsin congratulates King 
pledges continued support 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received a mes- 
sage from Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin marking 
the third anniversary of the 
launching of jfag Middle 
Ea^t-peace conference in 
Madrid. 

Mir. Yeltsin said in his 
message that the confer- 
ence gave “real impetus to 
peace" and served as “a 
turning point for the 
Israelis and Arabs alike, 
prompting them towards 
embarking on peaceful 
coexistence,"the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Mr. Yeltsin paid tribute 
to Arab and Israeli leaders 
for their courageous steps 
towards peace and said that 
the leaders on both sides 
had expressed determina- 
tion in directing their 
potentials towards econo- 
mic development, Petra 
said. 

The Russian leader also 
said his country would con- 
tinue to extend help to all 
the concerned parties so 
that they arrive ax their final 
objectives. 

King Hussein also re- 
ceived cables from tbe 
prime minister of the 
Netherlands and the presi- 
dent of the Central African 
Republic congratulating 
him on the signing of the 



Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty. 

King Hussein also re- 
ceived a message from 
Czech President Haclav 
Havel congratulating him 
on the signing of the peace 
treaty and inviting him to 
visit the Czech -Republic. 

The message was deli- 
vered to the King at the 
Royal Court by Mr. Alex- 
ander Vondra, Czech Re- 
public’s first deputy minis- 
ter of foreign affairs who is 
currently on a two-day visit 
to Jordan (see page 3). 

King Hussein accepted 
the invitation and promised 
to set a date for a visit. 
King Hussein also voiced 


his appreciation to Presi- 
dent Havel for his support 
for the peaoe treaty. 

Mr. Vondra paid tribute 
to King Hussein's efforts 
towards peace, stability 
and security in the Middle 
East. He stressed that Jor- 
dan was playing a key role 
in the region. 

Mr. Vondra also express- 
ed his country's desire to 
further boost bilateral rela- 
tions in different fields. 

Minister of State for 
Foreign affairs Tala! AI 
Hassan was present at the 
meeting along with a Czech 
delegation accompanying 
Mr. Vondra on his visit to 
Jordan. 
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Flame and floods claim 
more than 410 in Egypt 


ASSIUT (Agencies) — More 
than 410 people were killed 
in southern Egypt on 
Wednesday, most of them 
when blazing fuel flooded 
into a village from a depot 
struck by lightning in a rain- 
storm, officials in the southern 
town of Asshit said. 

A health official said hos- 
pitals area had received 229 
corpses from the stricken vil- 
lage of Dronka and a security 
source said another 122 corp- 
ses were still lying on the 
ground there. Flooding killed 
63 other people, security 
sources said. 

Lightning struck the com- 
plex of eight fuel tanks bold- 
ing 15,000 tonnes of aircraft 
and motor fuel in the morn- 
ing after a thunderstorm had 
raged for at least five hours, 
an Assint province official 
said. 

Burning fuel swept through 
the town on floodwaters. 

“It was like napalm,” said 
one man named Abdul 
Mohsen. 

He said three of his 
brothers aged six, eight and 
11 were killed when burning 


petrol burst into their home. 
They had been getting ready 
to go to school. 

A woman with burns on 
her face and her hands said 
her two young children died 
in the fire. 

More than 200 houses in 
Dronka were destroyed by 
blazing waters and at least 
20,000 terrified townsfolk 
crowded onto roads to the 
provincial capital Asaut dty. 

Thick smoke shrouded 
Dronka in darkness. 

The sources said the stor- 
age complex was still on fire 
at 6 p.m. (1600 GMT) and 
that a new blaze had started 
in another storage tank. Fire- 
fighters dedded to let the fire 
burn itself out, the sources 
said. 

The governor of Asshit 
province declared a state of 
emergency, sending rescue 
units with tents and blankets 
for the homeless and army 
firefighters to try to control 
the foe. 

The governor said it was 
too early to determine bow 
many people had been lolled. 
People who escaped the in- 


ferno said many families were 
trapped in their homes and 
that dozens of people were 
missing, security sources 
said. 

The missing included at 
least 10 men trapped in a 1 
mosque during dawn prayers 
and a maintenance crew 
working inside the storage 
complex. 

The fuel tanks are oper- 
ated by a subsidiary of the 
state-run Egyptian General 
Petroleum Corporation 
(EGPQ. 

EGPC officials in Cairo 
declined to comment on the 
incident. One said a team of 
experts was travelling to 
Asshit to assess the damage 
to tbe tanks, which he said 
were used as a strategic fuel 
reserve for the defence minis- 
try. 

the blaze also destroyed 
fields in the village ana a 
Christian cemetery. 

Meteorologists in Cairo 
told Reuters the storm was 
one of the worst in tbe coun- 
try's history and said thun- 
derstorms would continue for 
another AS hours. 


Assad, Kozyrev hold talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad held talks here 
Wednesday with Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, visiting in a bid to 
push forward the stalled 
Syrian-Israeli track of the 
peace process. 

Mr. Kozyrev handed Mr. 
Assad a message from Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin, 
Mr. Assad's press spokesman 
Gibran Kuriyefa said, without 
elaborating. 

Earlier, Mr. Kozyrev met 
his Syrian counterpart 
Farouk AJ Sharaa. Officials 
said they discussed bilateral 
ties and developments in tbe 
peace process, including U.S. 
President Bill Ginton's re- 
gional tour last week. 

Russian diplomats told 
AFP that Mr. Kozyrev was 
also to raise the issue of 
Syria’s estimated S10 billion 
debt to Russia. 

Mr. Kozyrev said Moscow 
is needed in the Middle East 
peace talks to counterbalance 
the U.S. role. 

Mr. Kozyrev's remarks to 
reporters here fell in line with 
Russia’s recent assertiveness 
in the world stage which last 
month saw him mediating a 


solution to the latest Gulf 
crisis. 

“The Middle East peace 
process will never be ba- 
lanced or effective without a 
Russian active role,” Mr. 
Kozyrev declared at the end 
of his visit to Damascus. 

Mr. Kozyrev also noted 
that there can be no Arab- 
Israeli peace settlement 
“without an active role by 
Syria." 

Until the collapse of the 
Soviet empire in 1991, Mos- 
cow was Syria's main ally and 
arms supplier. 

But since then Syria has 
sought to improve its rela- 
tions with Washington in 
hopes of getting increased 
Western investment and eco- 
nomic assistance. 

However, Syria still fears 
that Washington's stances are 
tilted in Israel's favour. 

Syria sided with Washing- 
ton when it led an alliance 
fighting Iraq in the 1991 Gulf 
war as well as last month 
when Iraq massed troops on 
the Kuwaiti border. 

But Iraq reversed the buil- 
dup only after Mr. Kozyrev 
intervened and travelled to 
Baghdad to meet Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 


Mr. Sharaa said Damasct 
was pleased that Russia 
“reactivating its role in tb 
peace process." 

He added: “Everybody hs 
no doubt that Syria is con 
mitted to achieving tangibl 
results.” 

Mr. Sharaa said Syri 
wants to see its relations wit 
Russia “strengthened an 
deepened for the best intere 
of the two countries on on 
hand, and for the peace pre 
cess on the other hand." 

Mr. Kozyrev flew in Tues 
day from Casablanca, Monx 
co, where he attended a 
unprecedented tbree-da 
economic summit on th 
Middle East and North Afri 
ca. He was expected to ir 
form the Syrian officials c 
the results or the ' •rvm. 

Syria reiused lc ai. i . J tn 
Casablanca conference 
arguing that any Arab parti 
cipation would weaken rh 
economic boycon of Israel 
Mr. Kozyrev is the fin 
Russian foreign minister t< 
visit Syria since the collap? 
of the Soviet Union in 19Vi 
On arrival, Mr. Kozyre 
said “a crucial stage" ha< 
been reached in the Syriar 
Israeli talks. 
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Saudis to continue 
Islamic donations 
— but no politics 


■ 

JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIPAV. NOVEMBER Vt. 1 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi 
Arabia, accused by some 
Arabs of aiding Muslim fun- 
damentalists , Tuesday 
pledged it will go on channel- 
ing financial assistance to 
Islamic communities around 
the world — but only if they 
are strictly non-political. 

The pledge was made by 
Prince Sultan, the defence 
minister who is third in line to 
the Saudi throne, after chair- 
ing the fiist session of one of 
two Islamic councils set up by 
King Fahd to streamline Isla- 
mic activities in the kingdom 
following an unprecedented 
crackdown on radicals. 

Prince Sultan told the Sup- 
reme Council of Islamic 
Affairs that Saudi Arabia 
“stands firmly against terror- 
ism and all those who practise 
terrorism under the cloak of 
Islam when Islam absolves 
itself from them.” 

The kingdom, he said, 
“will not extend any assist- 
ance to the parties that prac- 
tise political activities and try 
their politicking under the 
alleged mantle of the Islamic 
faith while exercising destruc- 
tion in theiT societies.” 

But, he went on, “the king- 
dom will not spare any effort 
to extend the hand of assist- 
ance to all constructive Isla- 
mic societies and minorities 
in our societies, those who 
project a good image of the 
Muslim religion.” 

He stressed that such 
assistance must not be con- 
strued as intervention in the 
internal affairs of other coun- 
tries. 

The oil-rich kingdom, 
which holds Islam's holiest 
shrines at Mecca and Medi- 
na, is the leading state donor 
and collector of private dona- 
tions for Islamic causes, com- 
munities and societies around 
the world. 

It also leads efforts to 
spread Islam through build- 
ing mosques and aiding reli- 
gious societies among the 
world's one billion Muslims. 

Faced with complaints 
from allies like Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 


that Muslim fundamentalists 
are spreading terror in his 
country aided by donations 
from Saudi nationals, the gov- 
ernment last year sought to 
channel donations only 
through state-sponsored 
Saudi bodies. 

The kingdom also estab- 
lished the ministerial council 
that Prince Sultan now heads 
as well as the council of 
Daawa (call) and Guidance 
in an effort to curb Islamic 
fundamentalists at home. 

“These bodies were 
formed in early October fol- 
lowing a crackdown on scores 
of so-called agitators, mainly 
centred in the fundamentalist 
strongbold of Buraydah, 
capital of northwestern Al 
Qasim province. 

The government says it sull 
holds 27 leaders, but has re- 
leased more than 100 other 
fundamentalists. 

Saudi opposition groups, 
mainly based in London, 
claim that the roundup of 
preachers, intellectuals and 
university teachers is con- 
tinuing. 

The fundamentalists are 
campaigning for even stricter 
enforcement of Islamic Shar- 
ia in the already puritanical 
kingdom. 

Prince Sultan's council has 
grouped several key minis- 
ters, including those holding 
the interior, foreign affairs 
and Islamic affairs portfolios, 
to coordinate the “activities 
of several government parties 
in one body.” 

The two councils will seek 
to check the spread of fun- 
damentalism in the kingdom, 
implement an education re- 
form programme to prevent 
young Saudis being recruited 
by extremists, and seek to 
reconcile the kingdom with 
governments critical of . its 
adherence to Sharia. 

“This council is mandated- 
...to serve Muslims whether 
Muslim minorities or Muslim 
countries by sending delega- 
tions, preachers, help build 
mosques, set up schools for 
learning the Koran,” be said. 



Casablanca summit 

exceeds all expectations on Mideast 


Ciller 

embarks 


Mouther Haddadin 

Water talks 
to open in 
Athens on 
Saturday 


CASABLANCA (Petra) 
— Jordan will take part in 
the meetings of a working 
group on water affairs in 
the multilateral phase of 
the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess due to open in Athens 
on Saturday. 

Munther Haddadin, 
chief Jordanian negotiator 
specialising in water affairs, 
is beading the Jordanian 
delegation to the meeting, 
which is attended by dele- 
gates from 40 nations. 

In a statement upon de- 
parture from Casablanca 
for Athens, after attending 
an economic summit in the 
Moroccan city. Dr. Hadda- 
din said that the delegates 
in Athens will address 
topics related to manage- 
ment and protection of wa- 
ter resources, increasing 
water resources and region- 
al cooperation in water- 
related affairs. 

He said the de’egates will 
discuss the prospect of set- 
ting up a water data bank 
providing water-related in- 
formation to countries in 
die Middle East region. 

The Athens meeting, he 
added, will discuss a Jorda- 
nian proposal to work out a 
regional charter for Middle 
East water resources coop- 
eration. 


By Julie Bradford 

Agence France Presse 

CASABLANCA — A land- 
mark Middle East economic 
summit ended here Tuesday 
after exceeding all expecta- 
tions in pushing forward 
trade and political links be- 
tween Israel and Arab states, 
delegates and organiser rid. 

“People warned :st 
too high expectations but .he 
forum has gone beyond 
that,” said Bruce Kashdan of 
the World Economic Forum, 
which organised the confer- 
ence. 

“Even the Saudi Arabians 
said they were in favour of 
peace while rhey were here 
— and yet they are outside 
the peace process.” 

Israeli businessmen and 
poll: jians were jubilant after 
a o.uference which saw them 
meet up with all Arab delega- 
tions. 

Politicians left confident 
that high-level meetings with 
Gulf Arab representatives 
would result in official ties in 
coming weeks, while execu- 
tives were delighted to find a 
way into the profitable Gulf 
market. 

'This forum was a big hap- 
pening," said Israeli Agricul- 
ture Minister Yaakov Tzur. 

“There has been a pyscho- 
logical breakthrough, shown 
by the talks I had with repre- 
sentatives from Saudi Ara- 
bia, Dubai and Qatar. 

“Our aim now is to sell 
fresh food products to Gulf 
countries, because it is a mar- 
ket of several dozens of mil- 
lions of dollars,” Mr. Tzur 
said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres told the closing 
ceremony: “Participants here 
introduced a new morning 
into 1 a region covered in 
clouds. It will continue to 
shine in the future.” 

Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat said he was delighted 
to have met ministers from 
Qatar, Tunisia and Indone- 


sia. 


The final Casablanca dec- 


laration pledged to explore 
ways to “overcome, as soon 
as possible, obstacles includ- 
ing boycotts and all barriers 
to trade and investment.” 

It “noted favourably” the 
decision by the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council to ease the 
economic boycott on Israel, 
imposed by the Arab League 
in 1951. 

A committee of experts is 
i.- -.tudy plans for a Middle 
development bank and 
report back in six months, 
while a regional tourism 
board and chamber of com- 
merce .ire re created. 

Uri Jirector general 

of the Is- j n minis- 

try, said the isotutions 
marked the Cr.: ■ sum- 
mit out as “ihe economic 
equivalent of Madrid.” 

The Middle East peace 
process was launched at the 
1991 Mardid conference, co- 
sponsored by the United 
States and Russia. 

The Casablanca forum also 
represented the “unofficial 
funeral of the boycott,” Mr. - 
Savir said. “Arabs have real- 
ised that by boycotting Israel, 
they are boycotting them- 
selves.” 

■ 

Businessmen appeared to 
have already forgotten about 
the boycott. Danny Giller- 
man, head of the Israeli 
chambers of commerce, said 
he and his Qatari counterpart 
had agreed to meet again 
soon. 

Yoram Blizovsky, a lead- 
ing Israeli industrialist, said 
he had been “very nicely 
surprised” by the forum. 

Executives had “talked 
real business” and joint 
Israeli-Arab companies were 
on the way. 

A Qatari businessman said 
he and his colleagues were in- 
terested in projects Israel had 
to offer, and believed the end 
of the boycott was simply an 
official announcement away. 

A Gulf diplomat said meet- 
ings had “broken down the 
wails of hate.” 

Billions of dollars' worth of 
ambitious projects were dis- 
cussed during the conference. 


including the Jordan Valley 
development plan, oil pipe- 
lines and thousands of 
kilometres of roads linking 
Arab states. 

But many delegates admit- 
ted that Middle East politics 
had swamped the economic 
side of die forum — right 
from the opening day Sun- 
day, when a meeting between 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat' 
attracted world attention. 

Hisham Awartani, a 
Palestinian economic expert, 
said: “The conference was 
intended in the first place to 
serve businessmen. 

“It was intended to fulfil a 
political agenda, mainly for 
the Israelis,” said the profes- 
sor from Nablus University 
on the occupied West Bank. 

“That agenda was to get 
the Arab boycott lifted and 
there was a lot of arm- 
twisting went on during meet- 
ings between Israelis and 
Arabs.” 

- During the conference Mr. 
Arafat announced the crea- 
tion of a port and free trade 
zone in Gaza, and Palesti- 
nians said they had raised SI 
billion in investment. 

The final declaration said it 
'was important that Israel did 
not close off Palestinian terri- 
tories ^nd recognised the “ur- 
gent need” for economic de- 
velopment there. 

. Israel closed off the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank on 
October 19 after an Islamic 
militant blew up a Tel Aviv 
bus, killing 23 people. 

Dr. Awartani said he be- 
lieved the international com- 
munity had simply paid the 
Palestinian delegation Up ser- 
vice. 

There were still no prom- 
ises from the World Bank to 
unblock international -aid 
pledged to the Palestinians, 
he said. 

“Yet v . very politicised 
part of the world and if the 
World Bank does not play a 
fair role then ev -one will 
be in trouble.” 


trade tour 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Premier Tansu Ciller 
embarks on a five-day 
Mideast tour Thursday at the 
head of a 200-strong delega- 
tion of ministers and business 
leaders eager to drum up 
trade for Turkish firms in the 
region. 

Ms. Ciller's trip to Israel, 
the first by a Turkish prime 
minister, will be followed by 
visits to the autonomous 
Gaza Strip and Egypt. 

She will be accompanied 
by a vast army of business- 
men and officials.' including 
the foreign, urban affairs, 
energy, transport, agriculture 
and culture minister* and the 
governor of Turkey’s central 
bank. 

Some 70 businessmen are 
included on the trip, with 
Turkey ideally placed to take 
advantage of the trade oppor- 
tunities in the region, accord- 
ing to diplomatic sources 
here. 

Israeli Ambassador David 
Granit said his country also 
wanted Turkey to play a 
more active role in the Mid- 
dle East: “We would like 
Turkey to be much more 
involved in the political re- 
gional side of things." 

There was “an excellent 
opportunity for moderate 
countries like Turkey to 
widen the scope of their dia- 
logue and cooperation with 
us.” he added. 

Eitan Naeh, spokesman for 
the Israeli embassy in Ank- 
ara, said: “The prime minis- 
ter of a big Muslim neighbour 
is coming with a delegation of 
200 people. For us. -it's very 
important. 

“Turicey is the only Muslim 
country with which wc 'a 
relationship at that lev a 
haven’t yet utilises .. . ihe 
potential of the re!.. mship. 
and in view of Middle 
East peace process, ibis is an 
opportunity,” he said. 

On the Israeli leg of the 
trip starting Thursday N.s. 
Ciller will meet Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman. her 
opposite number Yitzhak 



* 

f 


■1 Jhi , 


Rabin and Israeli For 
Minister Shimon Feres. 

The trip is expected ne 
the less to focus on “big 
jeers,” Israeli officials 
Israel, Jordan and Palest 
nians in the newly au 
omous Gaza Strip are keen 
buy water from Turkey,, 
an ambitious pipeline project 
to the region will teafai 
prominently in discussing 

Ankara is also anxious u 
develop the East Meditem 
nean Tourism Association 
created with Israel and Egy 
last November, and constrn 
tion projects in northe^ 
Gaza, notably a highway 
inking the region to ma‘ 
European motorways. . .. 

Ms. Ciller will make a bo 
visit to Palestine Li be rati 
Organisation Chairman Y* 
ser Arafat in Gaza on Sa&m 
before heading for Cairo » 
talks with Egyptian Pr 
Hosni Mubarak. ; 

- Egyptian Ambassador < 
Ankara Mohammad Al 1/ 
vani said transportation ajja 
encouraging invest meq 
would dominate the a 
Ms. Ciller is to return ,to 
Turkey on Monday. 

‘Turkey is a very imp -- 
taut Muslim country of 
region. It is also sect! 
...cooperation is riecessar 
for the strategic interevrs.gf 
both countries,” Israel's lit 
puty Foreign Minister Yjr 
Beilin told Turkey’s Huniy_ 
newspaper. 

Israel wants Turkish f 
cipation in development 
jects in China where 
have strong ties. ^ 

Ms. Ciller, during a Mi 
East economic summit 1 n 
Morocco, said on Mondr 
that Turkey was willing' 
consider ways in which it 
surplus fresh water could 
used in the arid Middle Ea 
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Shatila camp epitomisesPaiestimaii refugees’ plight m Lebanon 


«*•■*<• V >• C. MR a* ■ ■ 1 1 . 


By Mariam M. Shah in 


SHATIL ■ 
tion of i! 
camn in 


— The popula- 
lorlom refugee 
the centre of 
■s 5,000. ~x- 


j i i rcbi:':.. the 
turn Lirhanc* e capital have 
ruled o the continued ex- 

-ns 

bl: Al 

>. are to be 

vi ciu...naied Jes- 

1 together, as .f to 

c Jiy reminder of 

.. .r.:- place and people 

.. : , \Ated here for the 

pu>t 46 years. Hotels and 

recreation areas adjoining 

to he-buiid sports city. 

^ and prestigious 

so* - centre, will take Sha- 
■ 

■.,i.is place, burying the last 
tian of the almost half a 

li 

century presence of Palesti- 
- exiles under steel and 
. cretc. 

Lying one kilometre east 
* the future sport city. 
;iila was once home to 
■ ‘0 families but countless 
^ults from Lebanese and 
1 eli armed forces, inier- 
r„ .-simian fighting and the 
“v -rs of the camps." which 
. i wd from 19S5-SS. forced 
-o-t of those who did not 
■ v. to flee. Now the ques- 
>n is what will happen to 


those who stayed behind. 

With the exception of a 
few lucky Palestinian re- 
fugees who were givea 
visas to countries like 
Sweden, Denmark and 
other Northern European 
nations, most who were not 
killed in one of the many 
wars stayed here in this half 
re!'<- ' . half destroyed 
s. h ■ town... Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon, un- 
like those who live in Syria 
and Jordan do not have the 
same civil rights as do 
citizens of their host coun- 
try. 

The fate of Lebanon's 
Palestinians is one of the 
most precarious of any in 
the region. It is a subject 
that has been put on the 
“back-burner" — for dis- 
cussions “later". 

The future of Palestinian 
in Lebanon has not even 
been touched upon in the 
three-year-old peace talks 
between Arabs and 
Israelis. 

The records of the U.N. 
agency designed to meet 
the needs of Palestine re- 
fugees, UNRWA, say that 
there are 370,000 Palesti- 
nian refugees in Lebanon. 
But even that number is 
disputed. UNRWA offi- 
cials in Vienna say that 


Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon number anywhere 
from 200,000/800,000. 

“This is really a political 
statement to say that the/. 
may be as many as 800,000 
Palestinians in Lebanon. 
The Lebanese will hit the 
roof if they hear this,” said 
a senior UNRWA official 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

“Until the international 
community figures out 
what to do with them the 
numbers will not be investi- 
gated or made public,” he 
said. 

Lebanon's delicate poli- 
tical structure, based on a 
division of political posts 
accorded to different reli- 
gious sects and groups, is 
considered endangered by 
the Palestinians who are 
almost entirely Sunni Mus- 
lim. A small Christian 
minority who retains re- 
fugee status. 

Caught in a Lebanon re- 
building itself after almost 
20 years of civil war and 
sectarian strife, the Palesti- 
nians are caught between 
Lebanese tired of their pre- 
sence and no place to go. 
The Israelis are not ex- 
pected to let back but a 
small number (under 
10,000) and no other Arab 


country wants more re- 
fugees. Citizenship for 
most is not an option 
although a few, mostly 
Christians and wealthy 
Muslims, were able to buy 
Lebanese nationality. 

“Most of us Palestinian 
Christians were given 
Lebanese national' !y early 
on w^en we came.” said 
Nuha Abdul Nahr, a 
Palestinian from Haifa 
whose family was given 
Lebanese nationality in the 
1960s. 

Shatila was all but des- 
troyed in the war of the 
camps, says Ms. Nahr, a 
social worker. “The war of 
the camps were allowed to 
continue because it was 
widely believed the camps 
would disintegrate by 
themselves with so much 
fighting." 

But it is evident in Shati- 
la itself that many refugees 
have become entrenched in 
their adopted shelters. Sha- 
tila's main mosque serves 
as a memorial for over 100 
people who were killed in 
there while seeking refuge 
from shelling in 1985. The 
camp has become a substi- 
tute symbol for suffering as 
a nation, says Ms. Nahr. 
"It reminds them of who 


they are — refugees." 

All the people in -Shatila. 
as all the Palestinian re- 
fugees in Lebanon, are ex- 
iles from the parts of Pales- 
tine that became Israel in 
1948. They came from 
cities like Haifa. Acre, 
Safad. Beisan and Jaffa. 
Most of the Palestinians in 
Lebanon tod-iy “'ere bom 
in Lebanon, however, and 
have never seen Palestine 
except on a map or in 
pictures. Most speak with a 
Lebanese accented Arabic 
and identify themselves as 
being from Shatila camp or 
Tel Zaatar camp or 
whichever of the 15 original 
refugee camps their parents 
helped found. 

“The camp culture," as 
Abu Khaled, the head of 
the Palestinian Popular 
Committee in Shatila, calls 
it, ‘is very strong." 

One of the main request 
made by representatives of 
the different Palestinian 
factions in Lebanon to the 
Lebanese government is 
that their camps be rebuilt 
or that they be given substi- 
tute housing. 

At present Syrian armed 
forces “guard” every camp 
entrance and exit. Visitors 
must have prior permission 


to enter. Camp residents 
have refugee ID's and are 
not allowed to work or live 
outside camp premises 
without special permission 
from the Lebanese author- 
ities. 

In their efforts to make 
sure that the Palestinian 
refugees remains a com- 
munity outside 
Lebanese society, the go . - 
eminent decreed that 
Palestinians be banned 
from practising some 72 
professions, including that 
of garbage collection. This 
year just over 100 work 
permits were given to 
Palestinians. 

UNRWA, once a main 
work provider for Palesti- 
nians, is “scaling down" its 
services to the people the 
agency was founded to 
serve. U.N. officials have 
said that by the end of the 
peace talks UNRWA will 
have “dissolved" itself. 
“The belief is that the 
‘Palestinian' problem will 
have been dealt with and 
thus there will no longer be 
a use for the agency." said 
one UNRWA teacher who 
lives in Shatila. 

But apart from the un- 
certainty where the next 
day will take them, daily 


survival is a major preoc- 
cupation for people in the 
camps. 

Schooling, housing and 
the lack of work permits 
are the main problems that 
Palestinians in Lebanon 
face. U.N. -sponsored 
schooling through UN- 
RWA is scaling down and 
•he Lebanese government 
_> Palestine i refugee 
children from attending 
Lebanese public shools. 

Since the refugees are 
denied work permits, pa- 
rents cannot eam money to 
send children to private 
schools. Thus an illiterate 
generation is coming of age 
in the camps of Lebanon. 
Housing conditions are 
cramped and building new 
housing or renting housing 
outside camp wails is 
almost impossible for the 
refugees. 

Lebanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Fares Bouez said in an 
interview with the 
Lebanese daily Al Safir: 
“Lebanon was never be- 
fore nor is it now capable of 
dealing with his large num- 
ber of Palestinians. It is not 
right to try to resolve the 
Pajestinian problem by 

trying to create a Lebanese 
one." 


He reiterated that Leba-: 

non would under no cir j, i 

cumstances naturalise theij 

Palestinian refugees who* 

were bom in Lebanon duf- ] 

i- the last 47 year. £ 

■ * 

i'he Lebanese govern-" 
mem defends its position asj 
being a pan-Arab and ulti-^ 
mately pro-Palestinian ontK . 

-v. s* . ■ 'he government,’ 1 
v»:il the Palestinians be able, 
to retain their identity ifj 
they all become Lebanese.^ 

Many politicians in Leba- 1 
non say the only-solution isi 
resettlement of the Palesti- 
nians “elsewhere”. Among 
the countries earmarked to 
receive up to IO.OOD‘1 
Palestinian refugees to rf-.Ji 
settle permanently are Brii ; 
tain, Canada. Argentina, 1 *' 
Australia, the U.SXS 
Sweden and Spain. No one'v 
can or will confirm such'- 
resettlement projects;' 
Arab countries including?! 
Morocco and Iraq have; 
also been mentioned afci 
possible locations fri*3 
permanent resettlement.! 
with Lebanon keeping lesij 
than 50.000 in the end. Biiv- 
since no one knows exactly i 
how many Palestinians are ; 
there in Lebanon such fi- 
gures amount to no mow] 
than speculation. 
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uj |44< j, 

De la Safe Church Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (L- Afiminriarion Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 


TTTTTTT 


NIGHT DUTY 


BuJhiin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology . 

A depression will affect the King- 
dom. thus clouds will build up an 
temperatures will drop. Rain is 
expected to fall and wins will be 
southwesterly active. In Aqaba, it 
will be dusty and cloudy with winds 
easterly active becoming southerly 
active and seas rough. 


Min ./Max. temp. 
Amman 




Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valiev 


14/22 

22/31 

13/23 

20/30 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Karma Mansour 

Dr. Farouq Nour 

Dr. RatihZaitoun 

Dr. Jihad Zyadcb 

Fins pharmacy 

Fcrdowk pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Sala nt pharmacy 

YacOub pharmacy 

Shmcisani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBI&: 

Dr. Akram Momani 

AJquds pharmacy 


... 750197 
...786680 
...888685 
...881 148 
...661912 
...778336 
k.. 637055 
...623672 
... 636730 
... 644945 
...637660 
-p 847632 


248795 

- C— ) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 24, Aqaba 34, Humidity 


ZAJtQA: 

Dr. Muftd Damra , M(I 
Khalifch pharmacy ill( 


982222 

985417 




Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 8434(12 

.Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Depar tme nt 630321 

Hotel Complaints 60580O 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints - 897467 

Amman Municipality . 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen AUa Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nafccs Honied .... 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... 


(U2E7227S 
._ (0212*7100 


_ (03)3141 II 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KhaJidi Marcrniiy, J. Amo 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital -669131 

U2ivcrsity Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AMfeshir.J. Ashxaficfa 775111C6 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital .... 602240fS0 

Ama] Hospital - 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqsi National Hospital 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
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Amsterdam (KL) 
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-in^ Pans, Damascus (AFX- 
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: • Beirut (MfiK 

X: ftl • Istanbul (TKf 

1 01 Amsterdam (KL 


_ c . „ . (09)900560 

Ion Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikau Modem Hospital (09MPM) 

BUUD: 

PrinocB Basna Hospital (02)273555 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 

04.-00 

Singapore. 1 Kuala Lump- 

■ ^ 

2Z 100 Aden i'RJ , 

07s20 Sanaa (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJt 

Riyadh (RJ) 

OWO New. Delhi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

IMS Colombo (RJt 

16:40 LamacafRn 

17.-00 

New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&00 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

1&25 .... London. Berlin (RJ) 


departures 
mi,**'" ^ nlm tRJ) 

(Term.ial 1 ) 
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Uppcrlowcr price in His per kg. " ? 

Apple 720/SJfl- 

Banana 6 ft’- 

Banuna (MuLamm&r) 620 

Cabbage 120 rKh 

280n»i 

Cauliflower 300/ 2 C 

Clementine : 280/ ll 

Cucumbers (large) 180/1® 

Cucumbers (small j 340 / 22 ft 

Eggphmi 340/220 

1100*8 

1 • • i ■ mi 300 / 2 t 

Lctioh 280 /2fr 

Marrow (large) 180/1® 

Mamnv (small) 340/22& 

Olive (green) 580/ 

Onion (green) 480/32?' 

Onion (drv) 40073®^ 

Orange fifljtff 

Pepper (hot) 7 no/» 

Pepper (sweet) 


Dubai, Mwait (RJ J 


?pper(hot)':::::::::::::::‘‘7oo/i? 
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tier Abdul Salaxn Myall Wednes- 
nth visiting Czech Republic First 
lister of ForciRn Affairs Alexander 


Vondra. Also attending the meeting was 
Minister of State Tor Foreign Affairs Talal A1 
Hassao (Petra photo) 


!ch business community ready 
joint projects in Jordan’ 


J.T.) — A senior 
in the Czech Re- 
tnesday started a 
>isit to Jordan, 
bis country's busi- 
■ jpity was ready to 
■t investment pro- 
g Jordanian coun- 

z after meeting 
Minister Abdul 

■ ail, Alexander Von- 
lepoty minister of 

■ ms, said that joint 
tens feasible now 
antry bad adopted 
irtct economy af- 

3 of communism. 
.Dndra expressed 
, the two^sidcs will 
■: Jdr relations in va- 
'k especially after 
ftieaty has been 
Iralding an era 
fib stability. 


He said that in the wake of 
the treaty his country ex- 
pected Jordan's relations 
with European countries to 
be strengthened. 

Mr. Vondra, who con- 
veyed his government's con- 
gratulations to the prime minis- 
ter on the signing of the 
peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel, described the 
move as a historical step that 
further enhance the Jorda- 
nian role in the region. 

Dr. Majali welcomed Mr. 
Vondra 's bid for cooperation 
between the two countries 
saying that the Kingdom was 
consecrating its efforts in the 
coming stage towards further 
development and production 
and boosting trade and eco- 
nomic relations with all na- 
tions. 

Mr. Vondra had earlier 


met Nayef Hadid, the Fore- 
ign Ministry's secretary 
general, and reviewed with 
him prospects for bilateral 
cooperation in several fields. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted the Czech offi- 
cial as expressing his coun- 
try’s readiness to extend 
assistance to Jordan to enable 
the country to overcome pre- 
sent difficulties and cater to 
the responsibilities and re- 
quirements of peace. 

Before the meeting with 
Mr. Hadid, Mr. Vondra dis- 
cussed with Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Talal A1 
Hassan questions related to 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty and prospects for in- 
creasing trade exchanges, 
protecting joint investments 
and preventing dual taxation. 


ti, NHF sign grant agreement for 
ment to upgrade knitwear pro j ect 



[j.T.) — The «ov- 
-Taf . Japan and Noor 
sein Foundation 
cd Wednesday an 
E^by which the 
government will 
j&nce to one of the 
. a\*s income genttat- 
— 4U£5 fOL.womfiJU 
~ ' to an NHF state- 

advisor to* 
111? tap Queen Noor. 
agreement on be- 
foor A! Hussein 
o, and Ambassa- 
fedan Yuji Ikcda 

4 behalf of the 
ipvemmcnt. 

-*ill grant NHF 
' (be end of March 
used to purchase 
H and advanced 
^machines for the 
meet, to upgrade 
fsrtining anti pro 
statement. 
jsdintheRuscifeh 
jj. large number of 

5 who returned 

* — 


from the Gulf states during 
the Gulf crisis settled, the 
project was initiated late last 
year in cooperation with the 
Spanish Council for the Aid 
of Refugees, said the NHF. 

In accordance with the 
NHF development phfioso- 
. phy which, focuses on long- 
term integrated development 
projects that help families 
■4nd communities reach self- 
reliance through democratic 
grassroots participation, the 
knitwear project aims at pro- 
viding low income women 
with the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in the process of eco- 
nomics and social develop- 
ment. The women are 
offered training in knitting 
and sewing, in addition to 
courses in basic accounting 
and management. According 
to NHF, high quality produc- 
tion is an essential part of the 
training. 

The project's policy is to 
increase women's participa- 
tion by making it possible for 


them to work in their homes. 
It assists women in obtaining 
machines, supplying them 
with raw materials, and pro- 
viding marketing assistance. 

A total of 40 graduates, 
have completed the training 
offered by the project, said 
an NHF ■'Spoltespfirson. 
Several-, of. those graduates 
will be -qhpsen- to work at the 
project's training centre. As 
part of the foundation's over- 
all objective to provide the 
job market with trained and 
skilled workers, the gradu- 
ates are assisted in locating 
jobs at local factories, the 
spokesperson said. ( 

The Japanese government 
has. in the past, provided 
assistance to the foundation's 
projects, including a mini- 
planetarium for the Chil- 
dren’s Heritage and Science 
Museum at the Haya Arts 
Centre and volunteers to the 
National Music Conserva- 
tory. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


ftobeappo^edtoimmlctpaipafiels 

(Peira) — Minister of 
and Rural Affairs and the 
§ment Tawfiq Kreishan 
Jay said that nis ministry 
> appoint more women to 
government-appointed 
committees. Mr. Kreishan, 
the announcement at a 
■•meeting, said a team is 
f for a workshop that would 
« women appointees on their 


minister to arrive for talks 


who are of various European and 
American nationalities, will tour Pet- 
ra and other archaeological sites. On 
Friday a small tourist ship with 23 
Norwegian visitors is due at Aqaba 
port from Taba for a similar trip. 

RJ announces scholarship plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) has decided to grant 10 annual 
scholarships to Jordanian students, 
according to RJ President and Chief 
Executive Officer Nader Dahabi 
Wednesday. He said that the scho- 
larships will be in specialisations 
needed by the RJ. The scholarships, 
which are to be offered to promising 
students, will start next coming year. 
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N (Petra) — Yemeni Minis- 
- 'Social Affairs Mohammad 
. due in Amman Friday at the 

* delegation for a several-day HUDD publishes list of new beneficiaries 
- . ''Iordan. The Yemeni delega- 
hold talks with Minister of 
Development Mohammad 
i cooperation in social affairs 
si security matters. 
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proposes cultural centre 

'* l ' 'l (Petra) — Minister of Cui- 
fa Hammad Wednesday dis- 
a Greek cultural delega- 
Boposed creation of a Greek 
^Cre in Amman. The idea 
ftnted by Greece, which, the 
**id, considered Jordan as a 
Venue because of its central 
tocal location in the region 
ttc cessful systems of security 
tefcracy. He said that the 
'kgation will send an inte- 
4nio the Ministry of Culture 
study of the project, 
a Greek ocean liner with 
J* on board is due to arrive 
Nov. 16. Tourists on board. 


MADABA (Petra) — The Housing and 
Urban Development Department 
(HUDD) Wednesday published a list of 
beneficiaries of three housing projects in 
Zarqa. Taybeh and Manarah. HUDD 
Director General Yousef Hiyasat said the 
13,000 people will benefit from these 
projects. The beneficiaries, he said will 
be offered plots on 774 dunums, adding 
that JD 4.5 million have been spent on 
infrastructure and JD 3.2 million on 
community structures. According to Mr. 
Hiyasat, these plots, on which the benefi- 
ciaries will be permitted to build homes, 
have been fitted with a 36.605-metre-Iong 
water network, roads totalling 13S045 
uarc metres in area.sewerage networks 
25.810-metres-long and rain water 
canals of 2.921 metres, in addition to 
unspecified lengths of electricity and tele- 
phone cables, plus public gardens and car 
parks. He said beneficiaries, who come 
from limited income groups and own no 
homes, will receive their plots by mid- 
1995, after all the community and social 
structures have been completed. 


Census to be taken next month — official 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will 
conduct its first census in 15 
years between Dec. 20 and 
Dec. 15 and will aim at not 
only counting its popula- 
tion, but -also determining 
various economic and so- 
cial aspects of its people, 
the head of the Depart- 
ment of Statistics 
announced Wednesday. 

Unlike some countries 
which impose curfew-like 
conditions and force people 
to remain at home during 
population census, resi- 
dents of Jordan are free to 
engage in their daily work 
without interruption, and 
there will be no official 
holiday for the purpose of 
census, Abdul Hadi Alawin 
said. 

Dr. Alawin also told a 
press conference that all 
details provided by the 
people in a questionnaire 
“will be kept in stria con- 
fidentiality and will be used 


only for the purposes of the 
census.” 

The census will cover all 
residents of Jordan. Jorda- 
nians and non-Jordanians, 
as well as all those passing 
through the country during 
the census period to assure 
as much accuracy as possi- 
ble, Dr. Alawin said. 

Census takers will be 
posted at all border points, 
including the airport and 
Aqaba port, he said. 

Jordan held its last 
population census in 1979 
ana found that its popula- 
tion was 2,132,000. Plans to 
condua another in the late 
80s failed to materialise be- 
cause of the financial straits 
that hit the country in 1988- 
89. 

International norms call 
for a general population 
census every 10 years, but 
few countries follow that 
practice. 

Jordan’s annual popula- 
tion growth is around 3.6 
per cent, one of the highest 
in the world. 


Dr. Alawin implicitly 
sought to allay concerns 
that the census was aimed 
at determining the number 
of Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin who may not have 
Jordanian nationality 
ahead of forcing them to 
make a choice between Jor- 
dan and Palestine. 

The census has no poli- 
tical motivation and the 
data collected would be 
used only for the purposes 
of determining Jordan's 
population and assessing 
the sodo-economic status 
of the various sectors of the 
country. Dr. Alawin told 
the press conference. 

For instance, he said, 
when the data is fed into 
computer for processing, 
none of the entries will 
have any names, but only 
figures and details of eco- 
nomic and social status. 

“It is very important that 
people answer all the ques- 
tions raised in the question- 
naire so as to enable us to 
collect as much data as 


possible,” he said. 

Asked how the enumera- 
tors would be able to take 
in the details of residents 
who may not be present 
while they visit homes, Dr. 
Alawin noted that the 
period of census stretches 
for five days and census 
officials would pay return 
visits wherever needed. 

Enumerators will go 
around in groups of three 
or four assigned with cover- 
ing a specific number of 
houses during the six-day 
period. As such, they al- 
ways have the choice of 
returning to houses where 
no one was available to 
provide proper informa- 
tion, he said. 

More than 8,000 people 
are expected to pay door- 
to-door calls to take the 
details in addition to admi- 
nistrative staff. Most of the. 
officials involved in the 1 
process will be government 
teachers and staff from the 
Department of Statistics. 

As Dr. Alawin spoke. 


other rooms of the Depan- 
mem of Statistics in Jabai 
Amman were hosting train- 
ing classes for enumerators 
on how to ask questions 
and compile answers. 

Dr. Alawin said the gov- 
ernment had decided last 
year to condua the census 
this year, and preparations 
had been going on for some 
time in terms of strategies 
and logistics. 

The present population 
of Jordan is estimated at 
four million, including the 
10 per cent increase that 
the Kingdom saw as a re- 
sult of foe massive wave of 
expatriates who returned 
home in the wake of the 
.Gulf crisis. 

Dr. Alawin declined to 
rovide a specific timetable 
or releasing foe results of 
foe census, but said foe 
“first general result — of 
foe total number of people 
in Jordan,” will be released 
at an early date after the 
foe bead-counting process 
is completed. 
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Jordan calls on UNRWA donor nations to 
provide sufficient aid for agency services 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 
dan has called on United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) donor 
nations to provide' sufficient 
assistance to maintain and 
improve foe level of services 
the agency offers to the 
Palestine refugees. 

Jordan’s U.N. Ambassa- 
dor, Adrian Abu Odeh, who 
made the appeal before a 
U.N. committee examining 
UNRWA's operations, said 
that the agency has been 
complaining of recurrent de- 
ficits in its annual budgets 
which in turn adversely 
affects its educational and 
social and health services to 
the refugees. 

Last year UNRWA re- 


ported a deficit of S10 mil- 
lion, and this year S43 mil- 
lion; and it is feared that foe 
deficits would result in a re- 
duction of the present level of 
services despite the fact that 
foe peace process has now 
entered its practical stage, 
said Mr. Abu Odeh. 

Referring to burdens 
shouldered by Jordan to- 
wards the refugees since 
1948, Mr. Abu Odeh said 
that the government of Jor- 
dan has since been allocating 
funds in its budgets to finance 
numerous services to the re- 
fugees, far exceeding foe 
volume of contributions by 
any of the donor nations. 

According to foe latest Sta- 
tistics, Jordan hosts 1,193,539 


refugees out of a total of 
three million living in the 
Arab World — that is nearly 
40 per cent of the total num- 
ber of refugees, Mr. Abu 
Odeh said. 

Regrettably, he said, UN- 
RWA has allocated $69 mil- 
lion out of its 1994 $309.1 
million budget for the re- 
fugees in Jordan, which 
means that the agency is 
counting on foe Jordanian 
government for the major 
part of services to foe re- 
fugees at a time when the 
Kingdom is facing increasing 
pressure from foe rise in the 
number of these displaced 
people. 

Any discrimination in ser- 
vices to foe refugees from 


one country to another would 
have its adverse repercus- 
sions which do not contribute 
positively to the peace pro- 
cess, warned Mr. Abu Odeh. 

Welcoming UNRWA’s de- 
cision to shift the agency’s 
headquarters from Vienna to 
Gaza, Mr. Abu Odeh said 
that this would save a great 
deal in expenses and enhance 
services. 

Jordan is intent on solving 
the refugee problem in 
cooperation with foe Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(FNA) and the Israeli gov- 
ernment within the 
framework of foe peace trea- 
ty, said Mr. Abu Odeh. 

He said the peace treaty 
signed last Wednesday be- 


tween Jordan and Israel was 
expected to help end the suf- 
ferings of foe Palestinian re- 
fugees and settle their prob- 
lem in line with U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

Appreciating foe agency’s 
continued endeavours to pro- 
vide services to the refugees, 
Mr. Abu Odeh said, Jordan 
pledges to continue to do all 
that is in its power to help 
UNRWA achieve foal goal. 

He said that in view of the 
difficulties Jordan is facing in 
catering to wowing refugee 
needs, the Kingdom hopes 
that the donor nations would 
extend assistance to the coun- 
try to help it pursue its H uma- 
nitarian tasks. 


Witnesses tell court 
subversion defendant 
‘mentally disturbed’ 


AMMAN (AP) — . A.xnan" 
who allegedly planted a 
bomb Jlpt exploded in an . 
Amman movie theatre. ‘ 
wounding himself and force 
others, was mentally dis- 
turbed. the State Security 
Coun heard Tuesday. 

The court, trying 25 
alleged Islamist militants on 
charges of subversion, also 
heard that five other defen- 
dants had records of theft. 

The men are accused of 
bombing two cinemas show- 
ing pornogr a phic films and 
liquor stores and attempting 
to bomb state and private 
institutions m late 1993 and 
early this year. 

The defendants, three of 
them being tried m absentia, 
are described by foe prosecu- 
tion as Muslim zealots who 
wanted to cleanse Jordan's 
predominantly secular Mus- 
lim society of what they saw 
as corrupt Western influ- 
ences. 

Prosecutors wound up 
their case last month after 
producing witnesses and evi- 
dence that implicated the 25 
men in the bombings. 

They accused the men of 
stockpiling arms and explo- 
sives to be used in attacks 
against Palestinian and 
Jordanian delegates involved 
in peace negotiations with 
Israel. 


They "said 'bombs, that ex- 
ploded at liquor stores and 
mo\ie-.. theatres matched 
those found at foe defendants 
homes during a police crack- 
down in February. 

In Tuesday's two-hour ses- 
sion, which' was adjourned 
until Saturday, defence 
lawyers produced witnesses 
:o support a claim that one of 
foe defendants who lost his 
legs in one of foe movie 
theatre's explosions was 
“schizophrenic'' and could 
not be held accountable for 
his actions. 

In pre-trial testimony, foe 
man confessed to having 
been instructed to plant foe 
bomb, which went off pre- 
maturely. 

Court orders ban the 
media from reporting details 
of foe trial, which began 
Aug. 27. or identifying foe 
defendants or witnesses. 

The prosecution says foe 
men were linked to a clandes- 
tine group known as the 
“Arab Afghans," Islamic 
veterans of the 1979-89 war in 
Afghanistan when they 
fought alongside Muslim re- 
bels against Soviet forces. 

Prosecutors say foe group, 
with cells throughout the 
Middle East, attempted to 
blow up U.S. and Israeli 
targets in foe region. 



☆ Classical 
hall, 
fcOO p. 


concert at foe Greek Orthodox Church 
Art Gallery in Fnheis, on Friday at 


Lecture on M acnpcmcture 


V by Dr. Nabil Madi at the 
and Art on Friday at 6:00 


p.QU 


☆ FHm entitled ~ 


Br inging Up Baby” at the 
at 5:00 p.m. 


Center on Thursday 


☆ Play for 
Ajab” 
Culture 


☆ Exhibition of paintings by Salam Kan 'an at foe Balkaa 
Art GftBery, Fabers. 

■tfr Exhibition of art by Annie Sakkab at the French Cultural 


(in Arabic) entitled Hakaya Abu A1 
Stories} at foe Phoenix Gallery for 
Art on Friday at 3:00 p.m. 


☆ Exhibition of ofl parnriiy by Iraqi artist Ibrahim A1 
Abdah at OrfaH Art GaBery. 

4r Exhibition of art by Adnan A1 Sharif at Ab'ad Art 


it A spedad of “FoSoted Cixy — the Mono- 

mems” at the Royal Cultural Centre. 



NEW EU ENVOY: Yves Gazzo, the dele- his credentials to Minis ter of State for 
gate designate of the European Union Foreign Affair s Talal A1 Hassan Wednes- 
disensses ties with Jordan after presenting day (Petra photo) 
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November 1994 

AMMAN 

Saturday, November 5 
5:00-8:00 p.m. 

Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel 
Jebel Amman 

in cooperation with AMIDEAST 


★ 


At the U.S. University Fairs you will meet admissions officials from the 
participating universities who can answer your questions about 

☆ admission requirements 

* academic programmes 

* costs and financial aid 

☆ housing and extracurricular activities 

* application procedures 

A presentation on U.S. higher education wiD be given during the first hour of 
the fairs. Admission is free of charge and appointments are not required. 


Participating Universttfea 


American International College 
University of Arkansas. Little Rock 
Ashland University 
Beloit College 

Bowling Green State University 
Colby College 
Columbia University 
University of Connecticut 
University at Denver 
Drexel University 
Duquesne University 
Embry-Riddie Aeronautical University 
Emerson College 
Gddey-Beacom College 
Hawaii Pacific University 
University ol Hartford 


Knox College 
University of Miami 
fAds College 

College of Mourn St. Joseph 
University of New Haven 
Ohio Dominican College 
University of me Pacific 
Saint Andrews College 
College of Saint Catherine 
Saint Mary's College of California 
Saint Michael's College 
Suffolk University 
Valdosta Sate University 
Western Michigan University 
Widener Universfty 
Wilkes University 
Worcester Polytechnic Insritute 


Keystone Junior College 

All participating universities are regionally accredited in the Unit ed Stales. 

■ 


Organized by Linden Educational Services. Bethesda, MD 20814 USA Fax: 

1-301-656-2074 
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King tells tourists to avoid Cambodia 




PHNOM PENH (R) — Cam- 
bodia's head of state warned 
tourists to avoid his country 
as the bodies of three West- 
ern hostages killed by Khmer 
Rouge rebels were reco- 
vered, bound and shot, from 
graves found near a southern 
rebel base Wednesday. 

Kng Norodom Sihanouk, 
saying Cambodia is “clearly 
insecure”, joined foreign 
embassies in advising tourists 
to avoid Cambodia, shortly 
before the bodies were reco- 
vered at Vine Mountain, ISO 
kilometres south of Phnom 
Penh. 

“I condemn with the 
greatest severity the con- 
temptible and unpardonable 
murderers who are repo risi- 
ble for the deaths of these 
three yonng gentlemen,” 
King Sihanouk said in a state- 
ment dated Tuesday and 
issued to Reuters Wednesday 
morning. 

Briton Mark Slater, 28, 
Frenchman Jean-Micbel Bra- 

2 uet, 27, and Australian 
►avid Wilson, 29, were taken 
hostage by the Khmer Rouge 
in a train ambush in southern 
Cambodia last July 26. 


They and three ethnic 
Vietnamese and an unknown 
number of Cambodians were 
marched to nearby Vine 
Mountain at gunpoint. The 
three Vietnamese and two 
Cambodians are also said to 
have been executed. 

The bodies of the Western 
hostages were being taken to 
Phnom Penh in wooden cof- 
fins Wednesday night. Their 
deaths had been confirmed 
by the Cambodian govern- 
ment Tuesday. 

Information Minister Ieng 
Mouly said Wednesday the 
Westerners' bodies were 
found in three graves, about 
one kilometre from the Vine 
Mountain base once held by 
Khmer Rouge General Noun 
Paet. 

Gen. Paet, said to have 
ordered their execution in 
September, escaped the base 
after it was overrun by .troops 
last week. 

A senior Cambodian army 
officer said Wednesday that 
the Westemers’s bodies were 
bound with rope and had 
been shot at dose range. 

Embassy officials from Au- 
' stralia, France and Britain, 


Alleged Pakistani remanded 
after kidnapping in India 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
An alleged Pakistani kingpin 
of the kidnap of four Western 
tourists just freed in India 
was remanded in police cus- 
tody for two weeks Wednes- 
day, charged under anti- 
terrorist laws. 

The only time the strongly- 
built, bearded man, de- 
scribed as a “hard not” by a 
senior police officer, spoke 
was when asked if his name 
was Mohammad Nazir Khan, 
be said '“yes'’. 

The man was arrested late 
Monday in Delhi and gave his 
name then as Saifullah Khan, 
said tiie senior policeman, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

■ “From the sequence of 
events, we believe he is from 
Karachi, Pakistan, and had 
taken training in terrorist 
activities in Muzzafarabad in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
and in Kabul,” the policeman 
said. 

Mr. Khan faces a max- 
imum of 10 years in jail if 
convicted for the kidnappings 
of -one American and three 
British tourists. 

- -Meanwhile, a top Kashmiri 
Muslim separatist leader has 
offered to end the bloody 
insurgency in Kashmir if In- 
dia provides concrete assur- 
ances it will hold a plebiscite 
on the future of the disputed 
northern state. 

“If India at this point of 
time assures the international 
community that it will hold a 
plebiscite in Kashmir, we are 
willing to give up arms,” Sha- 
bir Ahmad Shah was quoted 
as saying in the state summer 
capital Srinagar. 

the Press Trust of India 
said Mr. Shah, who was re- 
leased from prison last 
month, made the remarks 
during a meeting Tuesday 
with Danish Captain Kurt 
Mikkelson, the head of the 
U.N. Observers Group in 
Srinagar. 

Mr. Shah said New Delhi 
had ignored the “full- 
throated slogans for a plebis- 
cite” of the Kashmiri people, 
forcing an armed struggle to 
end Indian rule over Kash- 
mir, the only Muslim major- 


ity state in predominantly 
Hindu India. 

Mr. Shah, who heads the 
People's League, said a 
U.N.-supervised referendum 
was needed to allow the 
Kashmiri people to decide 
whether they wanted to re- 
main within the Indian union, 
merge with Pakistan or seek 
independence. 

Meanwhile, former Kash- 
miri Chief Minister Farooq- 
Abdullah and bead of the 
National Conference Party, 
said in the winter capital Jam- 
mu that the Indian author- 
ities would have to restore 
autonomy to Kashmir before 
bolding polls. 

Kashmir enjoyed total 
autonomy excepting matters 
relating to communications, 
defence and foreign policy 
after 1947, but its privileged 
status was eroded over the 
years with New Delhi gra- 
dually taking control. 

Mr. Abdullah, whose 
father was Kashmir's first 
chief minis ter after it joined 
India after its 1947 independ- 
ence from 'British rule, also 
said the time was not ripe to 
hold state assembly polls in 
Kashmir. 

The Indian government 
bas announced plans to hold 
elections next year in Kash- 
mir, which has been under 
the direct rule of New Delhi 
for five years. 

Mr. Abdullah also deman- 
ded a special panel to probe 
human rights violations, 
saying such a move would 
help restore the confidence of 
the Muslim-majority popula- 
tion. 

Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao has seized 
control of national policy on 
Kashmir from two ministers 
who openly bickered about 
how to end a rebellion that 
spawned the abduction of 
four Western tourists. 

Mr. Rao’s move to quell 
dissent in his ranks came at a 
critical juncture for the 
northern state of Jammu and 
Kashmir, where over 17,000 
people have been reported 
killed in a five-year-old rebel- 
lion. 


Clinton defends gun 
control after shooting 


DETROIT. Michigan (AFP)| 
— President Bill Clinton said 
Tuesday that he felt safe at 
the White House despite a 
shooting incident over the 
weekend, but said the attack 
underscored the need for gun 
control. 

In a radio interview in De- 
troit, Mr. Clinton said the 
Secret Service was doing a 
good job of protecting him 
and bis family despite two 
dramatic recent security 
breaches. 

Former serviceman Fran- 
cisco Martin Duran fired 20 
to 30 shots at the presidential 
residence Saturday but was 
subdued by tourists and 
arrested. He has been 
charged with four felonies. 
No one was hurt in the 
attack. 

In Washington, Mr. Duran 
refused to undergo a pretrial 
mental evaluation after his 
lawyer Leigh Kenny began 
filing motions to try to avoid 
one. Mr. Kenny filed an 
emergency motion to U.S. 
magistrate Deborah Robin- 
son asking to delay the eva- 
luation until after die pretrial 
hearing. 

But Ms. Robinson denied 
the delay, and Mr. Kenny 
immediately appealed to 
U.S. District Court Judge 
John Garrett Penn, who also 


denied it. 

Prosecutors suggested the 
exam would be completed 
Wednesday and would be 
available for a preliminary 
scheduled later the same day. 

Evidence that the gunman 
had intended to kill President 
Bill Clinton may lead to new 
charges of attempted assas- 
sination, the Washington 
Post said Wednesday. 

Quoting sources dose to 
the probe, the daily said 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) officials were con- 
sidering whether to add the 
more serious charges. 

David Vfills, who worked 
with Mr. Duran at the Broad- 
moor Hotel and Resort in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
said in a television interview 
aired late Tuesday that Mr. 
Duran told him he planned 
“to take out the president.” 

Mr. Mills said he did not 
take Mr. Duran seriously, 
but dedded to speak to the 
FBI after he learned of the 
shooting incident. 

Other sources told the 
Washington Post that a map 
was found in Mr. Duran's 
truck, parked several blocks 
from the White House, with 
the words “k31 the prez” 
written on it. Other notes 
found in the truck refer to the 
occult, the sources added. 


travelling in armoured cars, 
visited the graves Wednesday 
to help identify the badly 
decomposed bodies. 

The Cambodian govern- 
ment bas said the bodies are 
certainly the Westerners' re- 
mains, but Australian ambas- 
sador To Phnom Penh Tony 
Kevin said forensic tests 
needed to be performed in 
the capital to put the identi- 
ties beyond doubt. 

The deaths were Cambo- 
dia’s second tragedy involv- 
ing Western hostages this 
year — the remains of an 
Australian and two British 
hostages were found in 
September — and evoked 
angry reactions from inside 
and outside the country. 

“Permit me finally to 
advise Westerners and others 
to avoid travelling to Cambo- 
dia, because my country is in 
a sta te of -war -and -is-deariy- 
insecure,” King Sihanouk 
raid. 

The U.S. embassy in 
Phnom Penh condemned 
what it called the “the brutal 
murder by the Khmer Rouge 
of three innocent tourists”. 


and Australia's Kevin called 
on the Cambodian govern- 
ment to spare no effort to 
find the murderers. 

Mr. Kevin said the bodies 
would be repatriated quickly 
so that “the families can 

mourn them privately and 

1— « 


projjerly. 


_je British embassy in 
Phnom Penh has called on its 
nationals not to visit Cambo- 
dia. 

The flag at the French 
embassy in Phnom Penh was 
flying at half mast Wednes- 
day. Jean-Qaude Braquet 
has already identified one set 
of the remains as those of his 
son, diplomatic sources said. 

In a separate development, 
heavily armed Thai comman- 
dos Wednesday kept watch 
on former Cambodian In- 
terior Minister Sin Song, co- 
leader of a failed coup, after 
_be was detained in Bangkok. 

Mr. "Sin Song “escaped 
house arrest in Phnom Penh 
on Sept. 3. Last week a milit- 
ary court in tjie Cambodian 
capital sentenced him in 
absentia to -20 years jail for 
bis role in an attempted coup 
oq July 2. 



Undated picture taken from a TV screen on 
CNN of two of three hostages held by the 
Khmer Rouges, British Mark Slater (2nd left) 


and French Jean Michel Braquet (2nd right) 
Cambodian government troops located the 
graves of the three hostages (AFP photo) 


China’s Li plots Korean 
peace moves with Kim 


IAEA meeting on nuclear safety opens 


SEOUL (R) — Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng, 
rounding off the political ele- 
ment of his historic five-day 
South Korean visit, agreed 
with President Kim Young- 
Sam Wednesday to work 
together for inter-Korean 
peace. 

Mr. Li, the most senior 
Communist Chinese official 
to visit South Korea, also 
won a S3 billion investment 
promise from the Samsung 
group, one of South Korea's 
biggest conglomerates. The 
amount is equal to all the 
investment South Korean 
firms so far have committed 
to China. 

Mr. Kim and Mr. Li, meet- 
ing for breakfast at the pres- 
idential Blue House, agreed 
that greater understanding 
and cooperation was vital for 
regional peace, a Kim 
spokesman said. 

“The two leaders exten- 
sively discussed the problem 
of South and North Korea-, 
and matters related to econo*; . 
mic cooperation,’' the' 
Spokesman said. : 

China is Stalinist North 
Korea's only remaining ma- 
jor ally. South Korea hopes 
for support from China, 
which goes to great lengths to 
treat the two cold war foes 
even-handedly in order to re- 
duce tensions on the Korean 
peninsula. 

The spokesman said China 
and South Korea would work 
for peace on the peninsula by 
helping the North keep its 


part of a nuclear deal with thd 
United States. 

The North Tuesday said it 
had halted construction of 
two controversial graphite- 
moderated reactors in line 
with the deal it signed with 
Washington in Geneva last 
month. 

UndeT the accord, the Un- 
ited States said it would 
assemble an international 
consortium to finance the S4- 
billion construction of one 
2,000-megawatt or two 1,000- 
megawatt light-water reac- 
tors, which do not produce 
wea pons-grade plutonium. 

The agreement has eased 
North-South tensions, but 
there are no signs yet of a 
resumption of high-level 
inter-Korean talks, which 
Washington also made a con- 
dition for further progress 
with Pyongyang. 

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen also held talks 
on the Korean nuclear issue 
•Wednesday with his- Seoul 
icoumtSEpart -Han Sung-Joo. 

“Without reconciliation 
between South and North 
Korea and dialogue between 
the two countries, the nuclear 
issue and other problems will 
not be resolved smoothly,” 
Mr. Qian was quoted by a 
Seoul Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as telling Mr. 
Han. 

Mr. Han asked Mr. Qian 
to persuade North Korea to 
resume North-South dialogue 
as early as possible, he said. 


VIENNA (R) — Experts on 
nuclear safety from 35 coun- 
tries began a two-day meet- 
ing in Vienna Wednesday to 
discuss ways of tightening 
protection of nuclear mate- 
rials and to prevent their 
illegal trafficking. 

The meeting, organised by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), is 
aimed at producing a set of 
recommendations on which 
role the U.N. agency can play 
to help halt the tide of nuc- 
lear smuggling, an IAEA 
spokesman said. 

“The subjects under dis- 
cussion are ways of streng- 
thening international conven- 
■ " 


tions on tthe protection of 
nuclear materials, helping 
with the training of people 
responsible for their protec- 
tion, increase the sole of the 
IAEA in battling the prob- 
lem and the incorporation of 
the IAEA laboratory in the 
analysis of confiscated mate- 
rials,” IAEA spokesman 
David Kyd told Reuters. 

NATO and the European 
Union have called for urgent 
action to halt smuggling with 
nuclear materials and the 
subject was discussed at the 
summit of the G-7 leading 
industrialised nations in July. 

The IAEA meeting follows 
a resolution from the agen- 


cy’s general conference of 

last September. 

“The general conference 
recognised that this is a prob- 
lem and that the agency 
should come up with sugges- 
tions as to what role it should 
play to stop nuclear smug- 
gling,” Mr. Kyd said. 

Conventions on the protec- 
tion of nuclear materials 
already exist, but the main 
problem is training people 
and ensuring safety at ground 
level. 

"It is not that the texts aree 
not there, but it is the ability 
to monitor their actual imple- 
mentation." Mr. Kyd said. 


Dublin welcomes U.S. aid fdr N. Ireland 


DUBLIN (R) — Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds 
Wednesday welcomed a U.S. 
aid package for Northern Ire- 
land and border areas as a 
boost for peace. 

“The new package will cer- 
tainly be welcomed in the 
places that have been devas- 
tated by the violence over the 
past 25 years,” Mr. Reynolds 
told Irish Radio. 

He was commenting on re- 
ports that U.S. President Bill 
Clinton unveiled a S10 mil- 
lion increase in Washington’s 
contribution to an interna- 
tional fund for Ireland over 
the next two years. 

- Mr. Clinton wift also host a : 
White House conference' for 
trade and investment for Ire- 
land in Philadelphia next 
April and will send Com- 
merce Secretary Ron Brown 
to a British-organised confer- 
ence in Belfast next month, 
the reports said. 

The two conferences are 
meant to attract more private 
investment to Northern Ire- 
land and border areas to capi- 
talise on a skilled and ready 
work force and good infras- 
tructure. 

The Irish Times said it was 


the most “far reaching en- 
gagement by Washington in 
the economy and political life 
of any West European nation 
since the end of World Wax 
H." 

Reynolds said he was “de- 
lighted that Northern Ireland 
was still at the top of the 
agenda of the Amen can pres- 
ident." 

Mr. Clinton has thrown his 
weight behind Anglo-Irish 
peace moves since the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) cal- 
led a haft to its 25-year war 
against British rule of North- 
ern Ireland on Sept. 1, usher- 
ing in the first real peace for 


: . . j; 


- Gerry Adams, president of 
the IRA’s political wing, Smn 
Fein, also welcomed' the 
package and said he was 
“confident that the potential 
for further U.S. investment is 
probably greater now than at 
any time m recent history." 

U.S. financial backing is 
seen as crucial to Anglo-Irish 
plans to break down barriers 
between the Protestant 
majority and Catholic minor- 
ity m Northern Ireland and to 
blur the border between the 
British province and the Irish 


Republic. 

The 40 per cent Catholic 
minority has long complained 
of discr i mi nation at the hands 
of Protestants and says the 
majority faith has a strangle- 
hold on most good job oppor- 
tunities. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring said in a statement 
that the package “should 
help us in ensuring there is a 
peace dividend resulting from 
what has happened over the 
last number of months. 

“It will also hopefully deter 
people from having thoughts 
of turning back to violence.” 

Unemployment in North- 
ern Ireland is r unning in ex-, 
cess of 13 per cent and Irish 
and British officials fear the 
peace dividend may, ironical- 
ly, swell dole queues because 
it will cut into the industry 
that has grown around secur- 
ity and construction. 

The province receives huge 
subsidies from the London 
government, costs at least £2 
billion (S3 billion) a year to 
police with soldiers and the 
local constabulary, and has a 
heavily state-weighted eco- 
nomy. 


‘Throw the bums out’ sentiment prevails in U.S. elections 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
American voters are in a fool 
mood. They are cynical and . 
disillusioned with incumbents 
as the Nov. 8 congressional 
elections approach and are 
ready to toss them out of 
office. 

Pollsters say voter disaffec- 
tion may fall particularly hard 
on the Democratic Party of 
President Bill Clinton which 
bas the most to lose in the 
mid-term vote. 

The Democrats are de- 
fending 22 of the 35 Senate 
seats up for grabs, as well as 
256 of the 435 seats in the 
House of Representatives 
and 21 of the 36 gubernato- 
rial seats. 

A worried Clinton. has 
been campaigning long and 
hard for the Democrats to 
deflect the anti-establishment 
sentiment and help the party 
keep control of both the - 
House and Senate. 

If the Republicans make 
the inroads they predict, they 
would take control of both 
congressional houses for the 
first time in 40 years and 
would be in the gov- 
emorships of the biggest 
states. 

All of that would make life 
very difficult for Mr. Clinton 
, in the second half of his term and . 
would made re-election 
to the White House in 1996 • 
an uphill battle. 

The public's distaste for 
career politicians and 
Washington in general has 
been gaining momentum 
over the last decade and was 
a factor in Mr. Clinton's: own 
triumphant march from 
Arkansas to the White House 
two years ago. 

A campaign to clamp term- 
limits on elected officials has ' 
been winning support in the 
United States. Sixteen states, 
often with wide majorities, 
have supported, the measure 
for congressional represents- > 
tives. 

Six other states will ask 
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U.S. President Bill Clinton (left), Congress- 
man Bob Carr (right) and wife Kate wave to 
supporters after Mr. Cfinton spoke at a rally 


voters on Nov. 8 whether to 
impose limits on the number 
of consecutive terms an indi- 
vidual can serve. Colorado 
has already voted to impose a 
six-term (12-year) limit for 
representatives and will ask 
voters whether to further re- 
duce it to three terms. 

'The public thinks they're 
a great idea, a wonderful way 
of punishing politicians,” said 
congressional scholar Tho- 
mas Mann. 

Sig Rogish, former adviser 
to President George Bush, 
insisted that with term limits 
“you get more honest gov- 
ernment, men and women 
who will stand up for some- 
thing. 

“I think from it you will 
have a candidate running on 
a platform of accomplish- 
ments without having to wrry 
about raising money the day 
after the elections,” he 
added. 

But Becky Cain, president 
of the League of Women 


m Detroits* Cobo Hafl. President Clinton was 
in Detroit to support Michigans’ Democrats 
before the election next week (AFP photo) 


Voters, said such a rapid and 
widespread turnover would 
leave legislators easier prey 
for influence-peddlers and 
lobbyists. 

“We don’t need a constitu- 
tional amendment to turn 
people out of office: We 
already have term limits, and 
they’re called elections.” 

The Supreme Court will 
debate the constitutionality . ..of 
such voter-inspired term iim- 
tis after the delections, on 
Nov. 29, and a ruling is ex- 
pected by early 1995. 

Two-term limits on the 
presidency have been in place 
since 1951 following the four 
election victories of Demo- 
crat Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt between 1932-45. 

If the limits are accepted 
nationally, it could have a 
wide-ranging impact on Con- 
gress and its committees 
where seniority is traditional- 
ly decided by the number of 
years of service. 

Paradoxically, it would be 


m 

the Republican Party, whose 
members are generally more 
favourable to term limits, 
who would suffer the most if 
they regained control of the 
chamber. 

Strom Thurmond. 93, of 
South Carolina would be in 
line to head the Armed Ser- 
vices Committee and Jesse 
Helms, 73, of North Carolina 
the Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee. 

But perhaps the biggest 
head to roll as part of the 
anti-incumbency drive would 
be that of House of Repre- 
sentatives Speaker Tom 
Foley. The Washington state 
congressman is campaigning 
for a 16th term, but he is 
under the gun. in part due to 
his opposition to term limits. 

Clinton in demand as 
popularity rises 

President Bill Clinton was 
suddenly in demand by 
Democratic candidates a 
week before the elections. 



Representative Bob Carr, 
running for an open Senate 
seat, had vocally spumed Mr. 
Clinton during an earlier 
campaign swing through the 
state but bis tune had 
changed by Tuesday. 

“President Clinton, we 
welcome you,” said Mr. 
Can, who is running for the 
seat held by the retiring Sena- 
tor Donald Riegle, a Demo- 
crat. 

“We’re proud to watch 
your leadership bring peace 
in the Middle East. We're 
proud to have you in our 
state,” added the prodigal 
Democrat. “Mr. President, 
your leadership has made a 
difference here in Michigan 
Our economy is growing and 
opportunities are expand- 

Mr. Can is in a tight race 
with former Republican state 
P I 1-1 ? Chairman Spencer 
Abraham, one of nine close 
contests that Republicans are 

“ gai " control 

shown Republi- 
can challengers poised to 
gee m unprecedented num- 
mL o P em °cratic seats on 
ESLg but that tide h « been 

h Clinton’s popularity 
has since risen fronTtfie basS- 
ment to the mid to high 40s 

a . s *°ng economy with 
httle inflation, foreign policy 

^fhe sigmng Q f a peac2 
K. be ~“ n ‘•"*1 and 

-.k* r - Clinton reeled off 
what he said were the succes- 

Hou « 

br ° u 8 ht down the de- 
tsSw5 a V? e 0ther party only 

regulations^. 
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French 

disnpWMib, 

Trouirtf* 

TROU 
(AFP) — 
resort 
gaining a 
among ta 
eminent 
dal can 
least. F< 

Laurent 
victim, 
swanky 
stolen from, 
taurant when*; 
in the 
resort, 
same thing 
Budget * 
ment spoi 
kozy in R ^ 
exactly foe rant 
with exactly foei 
car. Police 
mediately Hsi fc 
dents, but 
mained that 
are targeting 
to the high-^feT 
whose po&ar*fei; 
their guard than; 
counterparts. 

Thai potted 
arrest Brifjjftl 
conman 

BANGKOK (i 
ton who 

living by fieecnjg 
and Australian 
their passports irfl 
has been arr^ 
robbery and 
Thai police 
Davies, 47, who 
lets he was fna$'' 
lived in Tbaifakd%: 
by befriending r 
ing them out 
then driving 
bags in bis car t 
Thai police office 
caught carrying 
pistol when a 
saw him 

Enertauunent Pita, 

Bangkok's nometifc 
areas frequented h 
tourists, be said, ifo 
was originally jaded 
1982 for robbery j&i 
after he first amved, 

‘dal said, addingii 
believed t he re wtteaj 
about 20 cases to^ 
against him, 
robbery to forritg 
boys to perform 
vices at gun-point. 

Coppers cop 
hot choppers 

■ t .. • ■ i i ; • i « i 

COPENHAGEN" (. 

Danish police seized 
ley Davidson mol 
worth up to 30 
(S5 rnOhon) in a 
raid on establi 
quented by rockers; i| 
spokesman said. Fora 
were arrested injbc 
tion, launched af^i 1 
by U.S. police » 
stolen Harley Dai 
motorcycles weretobcj 
in Denmark with " 
istration plates;'. 

Kurt Olsen told: 
more arrests could 
the next few days, 
eration was 
almost a year in# 
with the FBI (FwfeaMl 
of Investigation 
Harley Davidson 
turers in the Ufiftd 
The operation iffwl 
ning checks on the 2,' 
ley Davidsois 
Denmark. 

Most japarijgsi 
teachers c#rt 
operate 
computers 

TOKYO (R) — 
of the world's mas 
gjcally advanced 
a problem find&8 
teachers who can ® 
puter, a survey by#f 
tion Ministry 
survey found 
of Japan’s 944, 
school teachers _., u 

operate compute^®] JJecim,. 
at their schools *4. Gcor s , 
efforts to rai se 1 #! in * * l| - > - 
awareness of corap^ Spc^', ') 1 ■ 
survey found thd» ti* ' -S 
been a four per ccrf/jf Geo^" ( 11 • i-. 
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)SS~ i; says to P Russian MP 
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MOSCOW (R) — The head 
of the Defence Committee in 
Russia's lower house of par- 
> foment Wednesday called on 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev to resign following 
the abrupt sacking of his de- 
puty. 

Sergei Yushenkov, a mem- 
ber or a political party which 
4 < f\chi ;jv - supports President Boris 
1 ur!nu* Yeltsin, said the Russian 
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»i, . , fc . leader bad been right Tues- 

v k ” Min;-.: day to dismiss Deputy De- 
k ■■ fence Minister Matver Burla- 

' * ri';,... kov. widely accused of cor- 

niption. 

“The next logical step 
: should be the voluntary rcs- 
' ':■?{. ignation of Grachev. This 
t :;! would follow the code of 
n V.' ■■officers’ dignity and would 
help the moral cleanring of 
the anny, M Mr. Yushenkov 
told reporters in the State 
Duma lower house of parlia- 

- ftient. 

_ Communist deputies in the 

thei Don- Puma have long demanded 
arrpet J ? the sacking of Gen. Grachev. 

5,1 Brj{gtft>ose troops crushed a rebel- 
COnman ^hem hy supporters of the old 

oariiament in October 1993, 

■ ^ 
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ni-ifir.! 
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■•'1 iTll;.,. J 
1 1 mH 
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pariiame 

bat Mr, Yushenkov's attack 
j' ,:i ^ ; ..^Was the first from a Yeltsin 

i:v,::k ' i'i s'.*5 importer. 

; ITAR-TASS news agpncy. 
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rt -JT .^General Alexander Lehed 
Wednesday strongly wel- 
\ a *1 ^corned Gen. Burlakov's re- 




•u.r 


K - 


'A 


>i t*. 


v. 


rhi-;-.: 

<■- ■ ~ & Geo. Lebed, in charge of 

troops in Moldova. 
TASS the sooner the 
i; I:-, arsaed forces were morally 
- 'V'^i^aransed “the stronger the 
k.i.iy- • t and Russian state will 

PH.;.*, u* -Vi 1 * be. rf Gen. Lebed, far more 

lar among middle-level 
rs than Gen. Grachev, 
1 by some as the next 
minister. 

Gen. Grachev has cham- 
Gen. Budakov and 
aded Mr. Yeltsin to ere- 




^1 



a * c * special job for him in 
tne Defence Ministry last Au- 
gust despite protests from 
presidential advisers. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Gen. Bur- 
lakov,. accused of involve- 
ment in corruption as com- 
mander of former Soviet 
forces in eastern Germany, 
had been removed to pre- 
serve the honour of the Rus- 
sian Armed Forces. 

“This shows civilian con- 
trol over the military exists 
and that the president is 
listening to the opiniom of 
the public and the press," 
Mr. Yushenkov said. 

Gen. Budakov’s sacking 
came three weeks after Dmit- 
ry Kholodov, a young Mos- 
cow reporter who had been 
probing mafia ties with mi li t, 
ary top brass, was killed by a 
briefcase bomb. 

The killing provoked a 
storm of accusations that 
Gen. Grachev and Gen. Bur- 
lakov were involved. At the 
time Mr. Yeltsin defended 
Gen. Grachev, describing 
him as one of Russia’s best 
defence chiefs. 

But the president is a con- 
summate political operator 
and would not hesitate to 
sacrifice Gen. Grachev if he 
felt he was becoming a liabil- 
ity. 

Later this month Gen. 
Grachev is due to address a 
duma hearing on corruption 
in the western group of 
forces, which Gen. Burlakov 
headed in Germany until the 
final troops were withdrawn 
in August. 

"Burlakov’s resignation is 
only pan of the problem," 
Mr. Yushenkov iold TASS. 

A senior Grachev aide 
Wednesday told Interfax 
News Agency that Gen. Bur- 
lakov had only been tempor- 
arily removed from his post. 

Yelena Agapova said Gen. 
Burlakov had asked to be 
removed temporarily from 
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/• \ 
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Russian Deputy Defence Minister General Matvei. Burlakov, 
pictured during a Sept. 1, 1994, standing-down ceremony 
for his troops, was s ac k ed for alleged corruption by Russian 
" Boris Yeltsin (AFP photo) 


inside and outside the Krem- 
lin, is estimated to be more 
than 1,000. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s opponents, 
both liberals and former 
Communists, have strongly 
criticised him for gathering a 
large and powerful adminis- 
tration which now occupies 
several building^ in central 
Moscow formerly used by the 
Communist Party. 

Last Friday, a day after 
failing to pass a vote of no 
confidence in Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin's gov- 
ernment, the Duma passed a 
non-binding resolution call- 
ing, among other things, for 
considerable cuts in Mr. Yelt- 
sin's administration. 


his post until the allegations 
of corruption had been 
cleared up. 

The Russian media have 
published numerous articles 
detailing what they say is 
proof western group officers 
had been involved in illegal 
sales of weapons, oil, metals, 
property and duty free goods. 

Mr. Yeltsin signed an 
order Tuesday cutting his 
personal sraff by a third to 
prevent duplication of work, 
Interfax reported. 

It quoted Mr. Yeltsin’s 
Chief of Staff Sergei Fila to v 
as confirming there was such 
an order. - 

The agency did not say 
how many jobs would be cut. 
h«* Mr. Yeltsin's total staff. 


^Bosnian Serbs face Muslim assault on town 



■VO (R) — U.N. 
^keepers said Wednes- 
reinforced Bosnian Serb 
were trying to fend off 
I Mushm4ed Bosnian govem- 
-- 0 p p COfonent forces attacking a town 

M m m m ■ 


1,01 chfl »*«p3S? 

Sfarb-hekt Bosanska Krupa 


around 


• ■ ri 





-&frtuch side was gaining the 
, tapper fond in the northwest 

- i a week after the Muslim-led 

- v gDpers$ent army launched a 
..... Ktjor offensive in the region. 

^ " “the situation at the tno- 
{mest b there is heavy fighting 
' * the suburbs, but the city 
not fallen to the BIH 

government army) 

Tat tint stage/' said U.N. 
iatUikary spokesman 
tlientenant-Colonel Tim 
^Sjpicer. 

■ " the government claimed it 
fod captured some ground 
north of Krupa but a 
vosaian Serb commander 
S&taed his forces were tum- 
- iag the Muslims back. 

11 .N. observers, who asked 
■ to he identified , said Serb 
Enforcements may have 
i-$ft«d down tbc Bosnian 
ly push out of the Bihac 

inriaifc, 

MOTTO. 

ian Serbs received 
help in their fight 
: the government army 
horn rebel Serb - forces in 
which occupy terri' 



Most Jsp 

teachers 

operate 

CQ inputs ray adjoining the Bihac bat- 


tle zene. The Krajina Serbs 
Tuesday hit the town of Veli- 
ka Kladusa, north of Bihac, 
with nine artillery shells, kill- 
ing one child. Col. Spicer 
said. 

The rebel- Croatian Serbs 
had mobilised 2:000 troops to 
help the Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) and had massed men 
and weaponry along the bor- 
der, the United Nations re- 
ported. 

U.N. peacekeeping com- 
manders warned the rebels of 
the Krajina enclave their 
forces risked attack by 
NATO warplanes if they 
took part in the fighting. 
There was still no evidence 
that Krajina Serb units had 
crossed over the border to 
fight alongside BSA soldiers. 

Bosnian Croats said they 
had joined in the Muslim 
offensive against the Serbs in 
the Kupres region in central 
Bosnia but U.N. peacekeep- 
ers had not evidence the 
Croats were engaged in the 
fighting. 

The U.N. reported the 
Muslims had seized some 
high ground above Kupres 
but were not in a position to 
seize the town. 

The United Nations said 
both armies traded heavy 
shelling attacks elsewhere in 
Bosnia' and said government 
forces had evacuated Muslim 
civilians near Serb-held 


Brcko in possible preparation 
for a fresh assault on the Serb 
supply corridor in northern 
Bosnia. 

“What we see is the busing 
of civilians away from the 
front line in a southerly direc- 
tion. That is quite often a 
precursor to ground action,” 
Gen. Spicer said. 

The military situation re- 
mained unclear around the 
Bihac enclave since Serbs re- 
fused to let U.N. military 
observers enter the area. 

But a Serb commander on 
the front near Krupa, Rajko 
Balac, told Reuters the BSA 
had “stopped the Muslim 
offensive and even managed 
to push them back across the 
Una River." 

It appeared the BSA had 
evacuated civilians from Kru- 
pa to a nearby town. U-N. 
observers said. 

Muslim troops over the 
past week have captured 
some 250 square kilometres 
of Serb-helq territory south 
and east of Bihac. The adv- 
ance was the most serious 
defeat so far suffered by 
Serbs at the hands of the 
Muslim-led army in nearly 31 
months of fighting in Bosnia. 

Serb forces have always 
enjoyed superiority in tanks, 
artillery and other heavy 
weapons which has enabled 
them to rake control of 7Q per 


cent of Bosnia. 

The U-N. believes the 
Serbs are now short of fight- 
ing men with their resources 
stretched by Muslim attacks 
near Sarajevo and in central 
Bosnia as well as the north- 
west. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
threatened to attack Sarajevo 
in retaliation for the Moslim 
offensive and on Tuesday one 
of the capital's suburbs came 
under fire for the fourth day 
in a row. 

Police said one person was 
wounded in the western sub- 
urb of Hrasnica when it was 
hit by two shells Tuesday 
afternoon, bringing the gov- 
ernment's casualty count 
from shelling in Hrasnica 
over the past four dare to 25 
wounded and two dead. 

Bosnian Serbs, who sur- 
round Sarajevo, have been 
responsible for most if not all 
of the firing. 

Col. Spicer said the U.N. 
Protection Force stood ready 
to take "military action'* to 
put a stop to the shelling. 

The continued shelling and 
anti-aircraft fire on Hrasnica 
was "extremely serious busi- 
ness.” Col. Spicer said. “We 
are making attempts to locate 
the weapons systems if the 
shelling does not cease or if 
we locate weapons systems 
carrying out military' action." 



ali to chair Abkhazia- Georgia meeting in December 



(AFP) — U.N. 
General Boutros 
Wednesday urged a 
return of Georgian re- 
s to breakaway Abkha- 
. ..» and proposed to chair a 
" {gating of officials from 
.'.Georgia, Abkhazia and Rus- 
' . fo ta early December. 
.fcSpeakinK to reporters at 
pe end of bis 48-hour visit to 
\ his fust since the 

flep&blic gamed independ- 
• • free years ago. Dr. 

©ahsakl, "1 agree that ways 
. . ^ ^ U P *hc process of 

s ^ lW 50 COBSi " 

on »- 1 1 


Dr. Gtuli said the issue of 
repatriating rhe 250,000 
Georgians who fled the rebel 
territory during 13 months of 
fighting between Georgian 
government troops and 

Abkhazian separatist forces 
— which ended in Georgia's 
defeat in September 1993 — . 
was the main issue in his talks 
with Georgian President 
Eduard Shevardnadze and 
other officials. 

Depending on the outcome 
of scheduled U.N. peace 
talks between Georgia and 
Abkhazia in Geneva this 


month. Dr. Ghaii said. “I 
consider the possibility of a 
meeting at the beginning of 
December where 1 intend to 
invite the president of Geor- 
gia, a high representative of 
Russia and Mr. (Vladislav) 
Ardzinba." the Abkhazian 
leader. 

Georgian officials* hopes 
of a United Nations 
peacekeeping force faded 
further as Dr. Ghaii said the 
deployment of such a force in 
Georgia’s breakaway western 
region was not being “discus- 
sed” by the United Nations 
Security Council. 


Mr. Shevardnadze 
appeared to confirm this, 
when he said, "Together with 
the United Nations, a very 
special role should also be 
played in settling this conflict 
by Russia and the CIS (Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
Siarei).” 

Dr. Ghaii. who visited 
Azerbaijan before Georgia, 
Wednesday left for the 
Armenian capital Yerevan 
where he is scheduled to dis- 
cuss ihe six-year conflict with 
Azerbaijan over the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 


Europe 

i Royal woes boost Australia’s Republican cause 





VgONEY (AFP) — Revcla- 
■ die hfc and loves 

Prince Charles 
“dpmg to boost support 
Australia’s Republican 
according to a 
Sfeod^ 1 published here 

>* also suggested as 
a* Queen Elizabeth rc* 
the throne, the push 
A uatahsn Republic 
y meet resistance. 

ypQrtmg a republican view 
there are more "Eli- 
™ lh ajis“ here than 


H. 


V?* P<tfl, taken on Oct. 26 
™ Published in The Bulletin 
magazine, showed 


support for a republic had 
risen five per cent since Au- 
gust to 50 per cent, with 36 
per cent opposed and 14 per 
cent vtill uncommitted, com- 
pared to 42 per cent opposed 
and 13 percent uncommitted 
in August. 

However. 17 per cent of 
the 503 respondents said the 
publicity surrounding the pri- 
vate lives of the royal family 
members had made them 
more supportive of a republic 
while "to per cent said it had 
made "no difference." 

Based on its poll findings. 
The Bulletin concluded: 
“The Queen is the glue hold- 
ing together a monarchy tar- 


nished by the sexual shenani- 
gans of her progeny. If she 
were gone tomorrow. ..an 
Australian republic would be 
hastened.” 

Australia's push towards a 
republic has been a topic of 
hot debate ner«* since Prime 
Minister Paul Keating 
announced plans for a t- 
ferendum to decide if Austra- 
lia should sever its link to the 
throne in 2001. 

The most recent disclo- 
sures about Prince Charles 
here were in the authorised 
biography by British journal- 
ist Jonathan Dimbleby serial- 
ised last month in media ty- 
coon Rupert Murdoch's 


newspapers. 

Australian Republican 
Movement chairman, lawyer 
MalColm Turnbull said here 
Wednesday he believed the 
recent publicity had done 
“immense damage to rhe 
monarchist cause.'* 

Speaking in a radio inter- 
view. Mr. Turnbull said he 
believed more people would 
reject the monarchy as they 
realised it was based on a 
hereditary system rather than 
on an individual like Queen 
Elizabeth. 

But there was no doubt 
that support for a republic 
was increasing, be said. 
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Angolans advance on Huambo 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan 
government forces, driving 
hard against UNITA rebels 
before ft ceasefire, will not try 
to seize the rebel stronghold 
'of Huambo Gty, a senior 
government commander was 
quoted Wednesday as saying. 

“We do not intend to take 
the city, but to get as close as 
possible," armed forces Bri- 
gadier Jose Manuel Jota told 
the state Jomal De Angola. 

The government and 
National Union for the Total 
Ind epe ndence of Angola 
(UNITA) rebels initialled a 
peace pact m Lusaka, Zam- 
bia, Monday. UNTTA said 
later It was concerned about a 
continuing government adv- 
ance on towns and cities it 
holds. 

UNITA’s representative to 
the United Nations Marcos 
Samondo told Reuters in a 
telephone interview Tuesday 
night Huambo would be 
strongly defended and the 
peace talks would be in 


jeopardy if it fell. 

“Our people will put up a 
very stiff resistance in Huam- 
bo," he said. “But if Huambo 
fells... the whole of T -mmk a 
will go down the drain," he 
said, referring to nearly a 
year of negotiations in the 
Zambian capital which re- 
sulted in Monday’s signing. 

Diplomats in Lusaka said 
they were dismayed by gov- 
ernment drive against Huam- 
bo which was threatening to 
unhinge the accord. “What 
the government is doing is 
totally out of context with the 
international community’s 
efforts to help find peace in 
Angola," a diplomat told 
Reuters. 

Aid sources in radio con- 
tact with foreign staff in 
Huambo said Tuesday night 
they thought government 
forces had reached positions 
25 kilometres from the cen- 
tral highlands provincial 
capital and were within artil- 
lery range. 


Government aircraft had 
flown low over Huambo 
Tuesday but had not bombed 
it, they said. 

Brig. Jota said the govern- 
ment had captured the town 
.of Caala, 20 kilometres 
southwest of the city in 
Huambo province, but the 
aid sources said as of Tuesday 
night Caala had not fallen. 

The chiefs of staff of the 
two armed forces are ex- 
pected to meet in the next 
few days for technical discus- 
sions about implementing a 
ceasefire, due to come into 
force on Nov. 17, two days 
after the official signing of a 
peace agreement. . 

'About 50 foreign aid work- 
ers were still in Huambo Tues- 
day ni ght and it was not 
known if there were any 
pl ans for their evacuation. 

Brig. Jota said government 
forces had expelled UNITA 
rebels from the north of 
Huila province, south of 


Huambo province, and had 
reoccupied the town of Chon- 
goroi, southwest of the west- 
ern coastal city of Bengucla. 

No other details were 
available. 

State-run media said Tues- 
day that SoyOj Angola's main 
on-shore oil centre, bad been 
recaptured from UNITA and 
heavy -fighting' ■ had taken 
place around the' northwest- 
ern town. 

■ m 

Diplomats said they antici- 
pated a surge in fighting as 
the two sides tried to gain 
territory before the hoped- 
for Nov. 17 ceasefire. 

A previous peace agree- 
ment in May 1991 collapsed 
18 months later .when UN- 
TTA leader Jonas Savimbi 
refused to accept defeat in 
U.N.-monitored elections 
and resumed the bitter civil 
war which erupted on inde- 
pendence from Portugal in 
1975. 


MAPUTO (R)— The U.N.’s 
special representative in 
Mozambique, Aldo Ajello, 
said Wednesday there was no 
evidence of fraud in the coun- 
try’s first multi-party elec- 
tions. 

But he said the world 
body’s final verdict would be 
given only when counting was 
complete. 

“The voting has taken 
place peacefully, in a well- 
organised manner marked by 
very few technical prob- 
lems," Mr. Ajello told a 
Maputo news conference. 

“The. United Nations, 
through its more than 2,300 


Indian 

woman 

was ‘just 

friends’ 

with 

Charles 


LONDON (R) — A mystery 
Indian woman, whose rela- 
tionship with Prince Charles 
caused a frisson of alarm in 
Buckingham Palace, was 
quoted Wednesday as saying 
she shared with him “a great, 
deep friendship” but nothing 
more. 

Zoe Sallis, 54 and ex-wife 
of Hollywood film director 
John Huston, grabbed head- 
lines in Britain after she 
earned a passing reference in 
an authorised biography of 
Prince Charles. 

“We had a great, deep 
friendship nothing more,” 
Ms. Sallis told the Today 
newspaper after the Prince 
Of Wales was published 
Tuesday. Asked if she bad 
slept with him, she smiled 
and shook her head before 
replying: “No,” according to 
the paper. 

The biography has gripped 
the nation with intimate de- 
tails of the heir to the 
throne’s life and of the col- 
lapse of his marriage to Prin- 
cess Diana. 

Prince Charles and Ms. 
Sallis, a handmaiden to Ava 
Gardner in Huston’s film The 
Bible, met at a polo game 
two years before be met his 
future wife. They developed 
a spiritual bond which the 
palace decided had to end, 
the book says. 

After milking the latest 
iography for details of 
Prince Charles's relationships 
with Queen Elizabeth, Prince 
Philip and Princess Diana, 
newspapers seized on the 
two-paragraph reference to 
Ms Sallis, who was not 
named, and set off in pursuit 
of the mystery woman. 

The royal “ratpack" press 
corps swiftly tracked her 
down and close-up photo- 
graphs of Ms. Sallis were 
splashed in most papers. 

“We were not lovers, says 
the prince's showgirl," the 
Mail said. "I didn’t go to bed 
with Charles," was the head- 
line in today, “just good pals 
says mystic.” "Crazy over 
guru.” said the Sun. adding: 
“Charles loved Indian beau- 
tv." 

P 

"I: means a lot to me and I 
don’t want to talk about it.” 
Ms. Sallis said in one of a 
series of published com- 
ments. "If it was something 
frivolous, that would be okay 
but it’s not." 

The prince's royal biog- 
rapher Jonathan Dimbleby 
had whetted tabloid editors' 
appetites by referring to "a 
young Indian woman" in a 
chapter on Prince Charles's 
interest in eastern religions. 


ft 

international observers, has 
received no information ab- 
out any major irregularity, 
incident or breach of the elec- 
toral law, which could have 
■ adversely affected the valid- 
ity of the elections,” said Mr. 
Ajello. , 

The presidential and par- 
liamentary elections, aimed 
at consolidating peace after 
16 years of civil war, ran from 
last Thursday to Saturday 
and official results are ex- 
pected by mid-November. 

The polls, the first since 
independence from Portugal 
in 1975,, were ex ended until 
Saturday after Afonso Dhla- 


Mozambique 


kama, leader of the former 
rebel RENAMO movement, 
called for a boycott just as 
voting wa^ about to start. 

The R..NAMO leader, 
who said the elections were 
rigged, later lifted the 
boycott under intense inter- 
national pressure. 

Only a tiny percentage of 
the estimated five-million 
plus votes cast have been 
counted so far but early un- 
official results indicate a clear 
lead for incumbent President 
Joaquim Chissano and his 
ruling FRELIMO party, 
which says it is winning. 

Mr. Ajello Wednesday re- 
fused to offer any projection 


of the final outcome, bu 
Western diplomats and . 
senior member of an interna 
tional observer team, wb< 
asked not to be identified 
said Mr. Chissano and FRE 
LIMO would win about 5! 
per cent of the vote and Mr 
Dhlakama and his party ab 
out 35 per cent. 

Without giving the basil 
for the projections the pols 
ters said, however, then 
could be a five per cent mar- 
gin of error in their calcula- 
tions. 

Mr. AjeQo said the U.N, 
would not support any possi- 
ble claim of fruad or in- 
timidation. 
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Two German policemen aim their weapons where one of the escaped convicts was holed u 
towards the entrance of the holiday village (AFP photo) 

Last German kidnapper surrenders 


DRIEDORF, Germany 
(AFP) — A 40-hour crime 
spree that saw hundreds of 
German police chase and ex- 
change fire with criminals 
who seized hostages and rob- 
bed a bank came to an end 
with the capture of one kid- 
napper and the surrender of 
the other. 

Rymond Albert, 32, gave 
himself up in a forest near 
this tiny holiday village in 
Germany, late Tuesday, a 
spokesman for the police in 
Giessen state announced. 

His accomplice, 35-year- 
old Gerhard Polak, was 
arrested several hours earlier 
close to holiday chalets and a 
campsite. Police said he had 
been lying on the ground in a 
vain bid to hide himself in 
undergrowth. 

But police took their time' 
in running down Albert,- 
nicknamed "the machete 
murderer” for his part in an 
armed robbery in which the 
victim was beheaded. “We all 
want to stay alive,” an officer 
said. 

Albert, who was serving a 
fife sentence when he and 
Polak broke out of Ham- 
burg’s notorious Santa Fu Jail 
on Oct. 10, had been re- 
garded as the more danger- 
ous. 


The two began their 1300- 
kilometre cavalcade early 
Monday morning when they 
kidnapped two police officers 
in Stuttgart, southwestern 
Germany. 

The young policeman and 
young policewoman, whom 
they forced to help with' a 
bank robbery at Fulda in 
Hesse state, were the first of 
eight hostages the desper- 
adoes took as they sped in 
hijacked cars through six of 
Germany’s 16 federal states 
and exchanged shots with 
police. 

They set free their last 
three hostages early Tuesday 
near Driedorf where police 
found that black Mercedes 
300 coupe they were using 
abandoned. After that they 
continued their flight on foot 
in the forest and long grass of 
the Westerwaid. 

Helicopters, an armoured 
car and scores of elite anti- 
terrorist forces were at the 
scene to capture the pair, 
who sought refuge in the 
Driedorf holiday village 
occupied by about 30 fami- 
lies. 

On Tuesday morning 
police sealed off an area of 10 
square kilometres in their 
hunt, for which they were 
also using dogs. 


The two, who had got away 
from the bank in Fulda with a 
booty of some 200,000 marks 
(SI33,000) mid-morning 
Monday, first beaded east, 
freeing the two police officers 
at Suhl, in Thuringia. 

Twice more taking hos- 
tages, they passed by Weimar 
and Dresden, entering Sax- 
ony and even heading for 
Berlin at one point, before 
turning back west again into 
Thuringia, threatening to 
blow their hostages and 
themselves up with a grenade 
if police came too close. 

During Monday night, they 
briefly stopped near Erfurt 
under a failed arrangement 
with police to give first aid to 
a hostage with gunshot 
wounds suffered in one of 
several exchanges of fire with 
police. 

The wounded man was 
hospitalised together with the 
elderly couple of hostages the ■ 
two finally freed early Tues- 
day. 

Police said Polak had two 
guns, including an automatic 
weapon, on him when 
arrested, but a hand grenade 
in his rucksack was a dummy. 
He also had money in the 
haversack from the bank rob- 
bery. 


Japan Diet passes electoral reform bill 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s low- 
er house of parliament 
Wednesday passed a sweep- 
ing electoral reform bill that 
changes the country’s politic- 
al landscape and gives 
opposition parties ammuni- 
tion to step up pressure for an 
early election. 

The bills approved by the 
511-seat lower house com- 
plete a landmark electoral 
reform package introduced in 
January by the reformist 
Morihiro Hosokawa adminis- 
tration, now in opposition. 

The reforms, the first ma- 
jor change of Japan’s elector- 
al system since 1925, redraw 
electoral maps, replacing the 
current multipie-seat districts 
with a combination of 300 
fjrsi-past-the-post seats and 
200 proportional representa- 
tion seats. 


To make campaigning 
cheaper and impose curbs on 
rampant political corruption, 
the bills tighten rules on cam- 
paign funds and stiffens 
penalties for violators of 
funding rules. 

Related legislation intro- 
duces taxpayer-funded sub- 
sidies for political parties 
with at least five seats in 
parliament and 2 per cent of 
the total vote in national elec- 
tions. 

The bills are expected to 
clear the upper house of par- 
liament by mid-November 
and be implemented after a 
mandated one-month period 
in which the government will 
familiarise voters with the 
new system. 

During debate on the bills, 
former Prime Minister Tsuto- 
mu Hata led opposition call*; 


for Prime Minister Tomiicfai 
Murayama, leader of a three 
party coalition, to call elec- 
tions once the reforms were 
in place, expected by mid- 
December. 

Mr. Haia. who was re- 
placed by Mr. Murayama in 
June, said an election before 
the scheduled 1997 date was the 
only honourable thing for the 
government to do now there 
was a new electoral system. 

Mr. Murayama replied that 
he was not willing to "consid- 
er dissolving parliament with- 
out solving the many foreign 
and domestic issues the admi- 
nistration faces." 

The passage of. the bills 
forces both opposition and 
ruling camps to accelerate 

moves to regroup to fight 
elections. 
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Economic prosperity 
needs political unity 

* 

THE THREE-day economic summit in Casablan- 
ca has ended on several upbeat points that aim to 
create a Middle East-North African common 
market that would facilitate the easy movement 
of trade and commerce between the countries of 
these two regions. The declaration that was 
adopted at the end of the conference is only the 
b eginning of the road leading to closer economic 
integration of the states of . the two affected 
regions. There will be a follow up review meeting 
in Amman by the middle of next year on how to 
translate the aims and objectives of the Casablan- 
ca Declaration inito concrete terms, including the 
funding mechanisms. Jordan is. already on the 
record as endorsing the idea of establishing a 
regional bank on economic development for the 
countries of the areas. Other nations, notably 
Saudi Arabia and other Arab Golf countries, are 
clearly concerned that they will end up putting 
up the necessary foods for the proposed bank. 
Whatever the case maybe at the end of next 
year’s discussion, the main thing is to create 
funding institutions by the completion of the 
peace process not only on the Arab-lsraeli front 
but also on the inter-Arab level. 

Admittedly economic forces in other parts of 
the world have succeeded in overcoming political 
differences and disputes. In the Arab World, it 
seems that the opposite is true. We have semi 
time and again how inter-Arab frictions have 
precluded economic cooperation between our 
states. Trade and commerce stopped completely 
at the first sign of political bikering betwefcn two 
or more Arab capitals. This much needs to be 
taken into consideration when the promoters of 
the Casablanca summit take follow-up steps to 
implement their lofty ideals. What all this boils 
down to is the fact the Arab house is nowhere 
near the point where it can put into effect the 
objectives of the Casablanca conference. As long 
as Syria and Lebanon, for example, are not fully 
integrated into the peace process, there can be no 
justification for euphoria in forging a workable 
common -market for all the states of the Middle 
East and North Africa. The same goes for the 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations. It is hard to 
envisage a successful regional economic coopera- 
tion when the Palestinian economic perspectives 
and goals appear to be opposed to those of 
Jordan or even Syria for that matter. This means 
that there is a lot more to be done before regional 
economic planning can see the light of day. 
Besides, as long as the Arab capitals are deeply 
divided on their priorities and are not on the 
same wavelength when it comes to overall econo- 
mic interests, they will continue to be an easy 
prey not only to Israeli economic designs but also 
to other manipulations from outside the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE GOVERNMENT should nor have taken hasty moves 
and rushed the signing of the peace treaty with Israel 
before submitting it to Parliament for debate, said a 
columnist in AJ Ra’i daily. We are unaware whether the 
move constituted a violation of the Constitution, but for all 
political considerations, the government ought to have 
asked Parliament for its views after having initialled the 
treaty a week earlier, said Hussein Abu Rumman. The 
government must have realised that the treaty would be 
endorsed by Parliament, and so it took the move, he said. 
But what if the deputies do not bless the move after their 
debate of its provisions? asked the writer. He said the 
government should now exercise self-restraint and flexibil- 


ity to its utmost extent during the debate in the House: and 
ought to open the door for free expression of opinion, on 
the pan of the various political groups. By so doing, the 



writer said, the government would show respect for the 
democratic system and help enhance national unity, which 
is a sacred goal for the nation. 


TAHER AL AD WAN, a columnist in AJ Dnstonr, 
cautioned the Arab countries against being carried away 
with promises given at the Casablanca conference, saying 
that there is a great difference between dreams and reality. 
The projects that might be carried out in the Middle East 
and North Africa region could only have four sources of 
finance; the U.S., the Gulf states, Europe and Japan, said 
the writer. He said the United States could not be counted 
on in .light of its present financial and economic circumst- 
ances; the Gulf states, which reluctantly attended the 
meeting are not in a position to extend aid following their 
losses in the Gulf war and Europe and Japan are not ready 
to fund any project unless they ensure a piece of the cake 
for themselves. As long as the U.S. insists on solely 
benefiting ' from any project politically, materially and 
otherwise, Europe and Japan will not help the region; and 
their attitude was clear in the case of the unfulfilled 
promises to the Palestine National Authority, said the 
writer. The solution, he said, is for the Arabs to open the 
door for Europe to play a more practical and leading role in 
their region politically and economically. Otherwise, he 
said, the projects will remain only ink on paper. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^jdoubeh 
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Good fences make good neighbours’ 


THE IMPLICATIONS of the Joidanian-Israeli peace 
treaty are manifold. Positively, much can be said about the 
end of the state of war (along with the bloodshed, 
displacement and suffering that have resulted or may result 
from it) between the two neighbouring countries, about the 
happy termination of the paralytic no-peace, no- war 
condition, about the healthy spirit prevailing since the start 
of the Wadi Araba negotiations, about the skill, efficiency 
and speed with which the talks have been brought to a 
successful conclusion and about the auspicious signs of the 
days ahead. 

One extremely important dimension I wish to highlight 
here, however, is the demarcation of the borderline. 
Already, some have addressed certain aspects of it, 
eloquently and persuasively. But other aspects still need to 
be -dealt with equally effectively. I shall discuss one such 
crucial aspect here, an aspect which is two-fold. 

Since the very beginning of the Arab-lsraeli conflict, the 
borderline issue has been at the heart of the whole Middle 
East problem. Until recently. Israel, unlike almost all other 
countries in the world, has been borderless. For decades, 
this unfortunate fact has caused a great many headaches 
and has opened a great many cans of worms, especially for 
the Arab World. 

Arabs, from all walks of life, feared the situation 
tremendously. Many still do. Most scholars writing about 
the Palestine question (Edward Said is a case in point) and 
the Middle Eastern dilemma as a whole have highlighted 
the matter, warning against the threats implied in a "state" 
with unlimited borders and ambiguous territorial aspira- 
tions. For years, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has 
carried in his pocket a coin which, in his ODinion. illustrates 
clearly Israel’s intention to "acquire” lands way 

beyond its borders. For many years also, Arabs and 
Muslims — children and adults, women and men. ordinary 
citizens, scholars, intellectuals, religious figures, media 
personalities and politicians — have lived with the fear that 
“Israel’s borders are from the Euphrates to the Nile.” This 
has not been a mere Israeli motto or slogan, but a 
frightening reality and a nightmare. 

Israel’s own rhetoric and acts have contributed immense- 
ly to the escalation of fear among the Arabs, of uncertainty 
about their territorial future and of scepticism with regard 
to Israel's good intentions. Israeli hardliners as wdl as 
moderates have for a long period of time spoken of the 
“Biblical Israel” or the “Greater Israel.” Not only 
Menachem Begin and the likes of him but also Israeli radio 
has for years referred to the West Bank as Judea and 


Samaria. But Israel’s expansionist policies have spoken 
louder than words. Israel not only confiscated Jordanian 
lan d and water and declared JersuaJem its “unified capital 
(instead of Tel Aviv) but it also attempted to cross into 
Jordan m March 1968 and into Egypt and Syria in 1973, 
annexed the Golan Heights, created the so-called security 
zone in Lebanese territory, bombed the nuclear reactor in 
Baghdad, invaded Beirut in 1982 and air-raided the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) headquarters in 
Tunis. 

In other words, at times abruptly and at times slowly 
Israel was expanding comfortably in nearly all directions — 
to the east, north and south-west. Under the convenient 
pretext of security, it could claim any piece of land or 
geographic feature it sees fit and occupy it overnight. It 
sense of its border has been as flexible, loose and 
stretchable, whimsical as it conveniently wants. The point 
here is how can one feel living next to a neighbouring 
country who has left its borderline options open? 

The Jordanian-Israeli treaty comes at the right moment 
to put an end to the fear, doubt, suspicion, scepticism, 
discomfort and anxiety (on part of the Arab World) 
emanating from the said state of borderlessness and an end 
to territorial ambiguity, tenuousness, looseness, greed, 
annexation and expansionism (on part of Israel). For one' 
thing, tiie agreement spells out in the dearest terms 
possible that “the boundary, as set out in Annex 1 (a), is 
the permanent, secure and recognised international bound- 
ary between Jordan and Israel” and that “the two parties 
recognise” the whole “international boundary, including 
the territorial waters and airspace, as inviolable, and will 
respect and comply with them.” For another, the Jordanian 
borderline with Israel ts the longest in the region, and 
therefore the most significant. A great many Arab territor- 
ies, induding those of the Euphrates, lie beyond it. The 
delimitation of the borderline, as stipulated in the treaty, 
makes it dear for the first time in the history of the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, and one and for all, that this is where 
Israel's geographic claims end i.e. it cannot and ought not 
daim any inch east of the line, not now, not in 10 years, not 
in millennia to come. Case dosed. 

If Israel is to cross over, it is for noble human purposes, 
such as tourism, trade, cooperative ventures, intellectual 
encounters, cultural exchange programmes — with our 
own permission and volition, of course. 

But the demarcation of the borderline is important in 
another sense. In my opinion, it comes as a blow to many of 
the exaggerated or false myths, we have allowed ourselves 


IT IS indeed ironic to see 
certain groups seeking to 
demonstrate and protest 
against the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty when 
they know for sure that 
opposition to the treaty is 
legitimate through demo- 
cratic means and institu- 
tions. 

In Israel, certain groups 
opposed the treaty on the 
ground that it did not dis- 
cuss the Cate of East Jor- 
dan, as part of what they 
consider the lands of the 
Jewish state. But these 
Israeli groups did not resort 
to fiery speeches inside 
places of worship. Neither 
did they instigate the public 
a gains t the state or accuse 
it of treacherous acts. 

Those groups, which 
oppose the treaty inside or 
outside Jordan, seem to be 
of the kind of people who 
are unable to absorb les- 
sons of tbe past or under- 
stand foe givens of foe pre- 
sent. 

The realities of the pre- 
sent prove that Jordan has 
not taken a speedy step 
towards peace. Its move 
came after the Palestinians 
had reached a deal with 
Israel and after the two 
sides had exchanged recog- 
nition, whjch paved the 


Ingratitude 


ground for them to delve 
deep into negotiations with 
the purpose of arriving at a 
solution for the problem of 
the Palestinian people to 
guarantee the fulfilment of 
Die Palestinian people’s 
legitimate rights and the 
assertion of their identity 
and the restoration of then- 
lands. 

Was Jordan supposed fo 
wait for the time when it 
would be playing tbe role 
of a lever exercising press- 
ure on others and impeding 
tbe Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations so that it 
would be said that the 
Kingdom never abandoned 
Arab rights and that it is at 
the forefront of opponents 
of the capitulatory solu- 
tions? 

It was a matter of life and 
death for Jordan: whether 
it would be one of the 
players in the Middle East 
region or an insignificant 
entity in tbe new Middle 
East equation. 

The peace treaty has 
reasserted foe Jordanian 
role and transformed it 
from one serving as a buf- 
fer zone between Israel and 


the Arab oj] rich states — 
since it has foe longest con- 
frontation line, into a 
bridge for foe formation of 
a new Middle eastern rela- 
tionship. In other words, 
foe treaty proved that Jor- 
dan’s role has not ended 
and that the Kingdom will 
continue to exist during tbe 
peace time as it did during 
foe past wars. " 

'These are 'simply the - 
givens of the present. As to 1 
foe past lessons from which 
many inside and outride 
Jordan still refuse to learn. 
They can be summarised in 
one single word: Ingrati- 
tude. 

What is note-worthy here 
is the fact that all those 
groups which are trying to 
instigate the public to rise 
against the treaty are all 
indebted for their existence 
to Jordan, which provided 
them with protection and 
served as a haven for them 
all these years at a time 
when they were unwanted 
in most parts of the Arab 
World. 

These groups seem now 
to have a nostalgia for a 
repetition of the September 


1970 events in Jordan 
which almost rained the 
Palestinians and foe Jorda- 
nians had tire instigators of 
these events succeeded in 
their objective of erasing 
the Jordanian entity. 

Had the evil instigators 
succeeded there would not 
have been a city like Am- 
man, a capital of a country 
that successfully experi- 
enced two parliamentary 
elections since 1980 and 
provided refuge to foe dis- 
placed Palestinians; 1 after 
■their eviction from Kuwait 
following the mad Iraqi 
adventure of 1990. 

Those groups, which 
have a nostalgia for foe 
past days of September 
1970, are the same who are 
now trying to outbid 
others. They believe that 
ingratitude is a virtue. 

Those people should ask 
themselves one question: 
Would they be able to do 
all the shouting and instiga- 
tion they are doing now 
without being harmed in a 
country other than Jordan? 

The writer is managing editor 
of the London-based AJ 
Hayat newspaper; The above 
is a translation of an article 
that appeared in that paper. 


Algerian rebels send 
death from the hills 


AN ALMOST cheerful 
note had crept into the 
voice of Djaffar, an Islamic 
guerrilla fighter, as he 
wound through the Atlas 
mountains in a stolen 
Toyota Land Cruiser. 

In his black scarf and 
Ray-Ban sunglasses, he 
was recounting his various 
killings as fondly as a holi- 
daymaker reminiscing ab- 
out a successful fishing trip. 

Clutching the wheel of 
the Toyota that he had 
‘’liberated” from the police 
just a few days before, he 
non-chalantly recalled his 
most recent “job” — slit- 
ting tbe throat of a local 
administrator. 

“We treat our enemies 
well.” he chortled. '* I gave 
him water and let him pray 
before I did it.” 

The reputation for bru- 
tality of men such as Djaf- 
far is well earned. Since 
1992. when the army step- 
ped in to cancel an election 
expected to have been won 
by the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FTS). Algeria has 
been gripped by a civil war 
that is now claiming hun- 
dreds of lives a week. 

French officials say the 
fighting matches the in- 
tensity of the eight-year 
Algerian war of independ- 
ence against France four 
decades ago. 

As European govern- 
ments watch in alarm, fear- 
ing an exodus of refugees 
across the Mediterranean, 
entire regions of Algeria . 
are being turned into no-go 


areas even for the army. 

The government can 
claim full control only in 
the rides. Algeria's infras- 
tructure is crumbling; if the 
oil and gas industries col- 
lapse under rebel press- 
ure.. the economy could 
grind to a halt. 

The government of Presi- 
dent Lamine Zeroual, ac- 
cused of methods of every 
bit as brutal as those of the 
rebels, has imposed a vir- 
tual news blackout, so the 
fighting has gone almost 
unreported. Foreign jour- 
nalists have decamped 
from foe capital and their 
Algerian counterparts are 
being murdered regularly 
for what they write. 

Foreigners are now top 
of rhe rebels' hit list. Near- 
ly 70 have been murdered 
in the year since the mili- 
tants issued an ultimatum 
to all non-Algerians to 
leave. 

Two Spanish nuns joined 
the grim toll last week. 
“We warned the foreigners 
to leave,” said Oussama. a 
former mayor turned com- 
mander. “Why did they 
stay? 

"We accept the conse- 
quents of our deeds. Who- 
ever supports the regime is 
against us. It would have 
been better if foreign gov- 
ernments had called back 
their nationals instead of 
supporting this regime with 
money. 

“Why are your govern- 
ments supporting this reg- 
ime? You always talk about 


democracy. Well, we were 
elected democrats. Yet you 
don’t support us.” 

Although the rebels are 
fighting for the creation of 
an Islamic republic faithful 
to the tenets of the Koran, 
Oussama denied that an 
Islamic government would 
shut off the country. 

“We can do business 
with the West. Why 
shouldn't we? We’ve grown 
up in a French culture. We 
know how Westerners 
think.” 

Oussama is a commander 
in the Army of Islamic 
Salvation, the main mili- 
tant group, in the Atlas 
mountains near the town of 
Chief. In huts scattered 
across a hillside, some 100 
of his men lounged around 
awaiting orders. 

They seemed unper- 
turbed over the prospect of 
being hunted down by the 
army, even though most of 
them were armed only with 
shotguns. Hie rebels in- 
sisted they also had artil- 
lery pieces, although the 
only heavy gun on display 
was a large calibre 
machinegun on tbe back of 
a lorry. 

They looked well fed and 
relaxed but evidence oi the 
try from the Test of the 
world, as Iran did after its 
1979 conflict, which claims 
several hundred lives each 
week, is all around. 

The countryside is char- 
red; more than 600 schools 
have been put to the torch 
by rebels. Teachers, fear- 


ing for their lives, have 
removed foreign languages 
or music from the curricu- 
lum. Girls no longer go to 
physical fitness classes. 

The security forces, for 
their part, have set fire to 
thousands of acres of forest 
in a vain attempt to smoke 
the militants out of their 
hideouts. The charred re- 
mains of trees stretch for 
miles in some parts of the 
mountains and at night the 
hills glow orange in the 
distance. 

From here the road east- 
wards to the capital is de- 
serted: government forces 
have given up trying to 
defend small police stations 
or administrative offices; in 
one attack last year, the 
rebels killed 50 policemen. 

So entrenched are the 
militants thar they have set 
up roadblocks that look 
just like the government 
ones. Mirrors on hilltops 
are used to signal messages 
across the beautiful, rugged 
terrain, whose slopes were 
once famed for a red wine 
developed by former 
French colonial masters. 

The vineyards have 
vanished; today the haunt- 
ing landscape makes just as 
ideal a hiding place for the 
maquis, as the resistance is 
known, as it did in the war 
against France from 1954 to 
1962. 

Just as then, the rebels 
are operating in company- 
sized units of about 100 
men. 

Sunday Tunes. 


m harbour nourish and at times thrive on regarding Israel, 
^ myfos,’ which are part of one larger myth of com. are 
numberless - That Israel’s talk about peace is all nonsense 
KL it does not mean what it says, thatlsrael willnot 
reSTi^o us any piece of land it occupied (which is wha 
many Israeli leaders were saying for years and years), that . 
Israeli negotiators are too smart, too cunning, too elusive, 

l °ThTte?ge? rS* fc Zionism. Zionism, we are told (and 
ofSsiSllow big chunks of this nonsense without 
chewing), is not only evil but is so mighty^so «rongandso 
influential it controls all world politics. The Zionists, the 
myth goes on, plan and execute the domestic and foreign 
JSSdJiof foe USA, Western Europe and (most recently) 
Japan. They control international busmes^,finanml 
markets and the biggest industries. Ztomsm is an octupus 
which has a finger or a hand in every sensitive or vital spot 
or arena in the world. How come, and tins is the point they 
want to stress in this context, an entity ofsuch calibre and 
status content and limit itself to a small fraction of the 

Middle East? 

This highly inflated, highly fictionalised mode of thinking 
(even though it has derived much of its force from past — - 
and still present — Israeli rhetoric and irresponsible acts) 
has harmed us for decades. We have harmed ourselves 
greatly through believing such fabrication of facts - 
deliberate or unintentional. Thank God wars seem quite 
unlikely now. However, during foe peace era, in which we 
are supposed to enter into healthy competition with Israel 
or cooperation (as the case may well be), we ought to see 
Israel through our realistic eyes. We have to put a speedy 
end to such myths whose sole aim is to make us look weak 

and small. 

The Jordanian-Israeli treaty (in my mind) already put an 
end to such myths and such unrealistic perceptions: to put 
an end to it in the minds of many others, it may require 
some time. But this is not going to take long. The 
demarcation of the borderline signifies beyond any doubt 
the true size and stature of Israel. 

Israel is not an octupus. nor is it a superman. It is a small 
country, with a weak economy and in . need to live among 
welcoming neighbours — despite its distinction in some 
fields. It needs its neighbours, perhaps more than they 
need it. For this reason, it needs to mend fences with them, 
to erect clear-cut walls. Robert Frost is absolutely right, 
“Good fences make good neighbours.” This is a big lesson 
we learn from the borderline demarcation. 


Bosnian suspects U.N. 
path leads to partition 


By Kurt Schork 
Reuter 

SARAJEVO — Bosnian 
government officials, con- 
vinced that the U.N.’s mis- 
sion is now to contain the 
war and partition Bosnia at 
almost any cost, say they 
.“will Jer the peacekeepers 
leave rather than play. by. 
their rules. 

‘The target of U.N. Pro- 
tection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) is first to freeze the 
existing situation, to get 
agreement from the Serb 
side for every action they 
take,” Minister Without 
Portfolio Hasan Muratovic 
told the Sarajevo daily 
Oslobodjenje. 

“This freezing of the 
situation is unacceptable 
even if the price of that is 
the withdrawal of UNPRO- 
FOR.” 

The charge of bias in 
favour of Bosnian Serbs 
has haunted the 
peacekeepeing mission 
throughout 30 months of 
war in which government 
troops have lost 70 per cent 
of the country. 

When tbe Bosnian gov- 
ernment agreed to take-it- 
or-leaye-it big power peace 
plan in the summer, the 
Serbs said no. 

That was supposed to 
trigger tougher military 
measures against Bosnian 
Serb violations of heavy 
weapons exclusion zones 
and obstruction of the 
U.N.’s h umanit a rian aid 
effort. 

Instead, UNPROFOR 
has turned more of a Wind 
eye to Serb violations since 
they rejected peace than it 
did before. 

Serbs cut the main com- 
mercial supply route into 
Sarajevo with heavy 
weapons fire and have 
blocked scores of convoys 
to tbe city and three iso- 
lated Muslim enclaves. 

Fuel shortages are so cri- 
tical the U.N. may have to 
curtail its operations in foe 
enclaves, some of them de- 
sperate for food, antibiotics 
and pain killers and shelter 
materials to see them 
through the winter. 

The Bosnian Serb army 
has again begun shelling 
safe areas” where civilians 
are supposed to enjoy a 
guarantee of U.N. protec- 
rion^against artillery 

A western suburb of 
fo^n° .to? been shelled 
H? r two nights running and 
Zya has also beejf ™ 
These are safe areas 
gP" e «| y targetted by 
5*15* who had boasted 
they would retaliate for 
gmeramen, advances else- 

P 


General Sir Michael Rose, 
say using force to modify 
Bo snian Serb behaviour is 
an option of last resort 
even under current cir- 
cumstances. 

He warns a more aggres- 
sive UNPROFOR posture 
could trigger a violent Serb 
response,-' forcing- U.N. 
troop-contributing nations 
like Britain and France to 
pull out'. 

“It looks like everybody 
in the world is concerned 
about the collapse of the 
United Nations mission in' 
Bosnia,” Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic 
told Renters. ^ 

“What about tbe collapse 
of Bosnia? Tbe United Na- 
tions peacekeeping mission 
is not an end in itself.” 

Relations between the 
United Nations and the 
Bosnian government have 
reached their lowest pant 
since the winter of 1992-93, 
when Muslims in the three 
eastern enclaves nearly 
starved before tbe U.N. 
intervened. 

■ 

Bosnia's U.N. ambassa- 
dor recently called for Gen. 
Rose’s court martial and all 
eight Bosnian parliamen- 
tary parties have demanded 
foe general’s resignation. 

They charged him with 
being soft on rebel Serbs 
and keener to implement 
the policies of the British 
government than the re- 
solutions of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Bosnian troops opened 
fire on French peacekeep- 
ers twice in the past week 
as the U.N. tried to force 
the government soldiers, 
out of a demilitarised zonsti 
west of the capital. 

Britain and France, who 
contribute the core of the 
UNPROFOR peacekeep- 
ing force, have threatened 
to withdraw their troops if 
foe situation in Bosnia de- « 
teriorates to the point 
where they are under 
general attack by either 
waning faction. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe is lobbying to 
permit Bosnian Serbs to 
confederate with neigh- 
bouring ramp Yugoslavia 
~~ a move that would fatal- 
ly undermine Bosnia’s 
sovereignty and integrity. 

French Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard, joined 
by British and Russian 
ministers, is helping block- 
e ® ort to lift the 
u.N. arms embargo that 
bus cnppled Bosnian mild- 
ary efforts. 

With Gen. Rose’s 
Peacekeepers securely har- 
nessed to British and 
f rench diplomacy, the Bos- 
“an government might be ! 
iorgiven for brooding on 
adage that even para-, 
newds have enemies. * 
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Rabin rejects talks with Hamas 
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and the suicide bombing of 
the Tel Aviv bos. leaving a 
ton of 24 civilians and two 
soldiers. 

”We can make an agree- 
ment under international su- 
pervision," Sheikh Ham&mi 
told the Associated Press. 

Before the dialogue could 
start, they said Israel would 
have to stop the sweeping 
arrests of activists and halt 
threats against the move- 
ment. Mr. Rabin has said 
about 150 activists seized 
were undergoing harsh inter- 
rogation. 

Hamas in general wants a 
full array withdrawal from 
the West Bank and Gaza, as 
well as dismantling over 140 
Jewish settlements before it 
would accept a truce with the 
Jewish state. More radical 
elements push for Israel’s 
complete destruction. 

The clerics also said any 
successful dialogue would 
have to result in the release 
of Sheikh Ahmad Yasin, the 
spiritual leader and founder 
of Hamas. He was arrested in 
1989 and sentenced to life in 
prison for ordering the killing 
of Israelis and Palestinian in- 
formants. 


(Continued from page 1 ) 


Sheikh Hamami, a civic 
leader for Hamas who runs 
ctinds and schools in Jeru- 
salem, said he was respond- 
ing personally to Mr. Shah- 
al’s statement, but a formal 
reaction would need more 
discussion among Hamas 
members. 

The two clerics told the 
Arabic-language daily AI« 
Quds that they would enter 
such a dialogue in order to 
stop the bloodshed. 

“We want a dialogue as 
soon as possible under inter- 
national, Arab or Palestinian 
care,” Sheikh Abu Kwaik, a 
cleric in the occupied West 
Bank town of Ramallah, told 
Al Quds. 

The two leaders called for 
an end to the killing of Israeli 
and Palestinian civilians. 

"We want to stop the 
bloodshed," Sheikh Abu 
Kwaik said. 

Israel plans to seal two 
homes belonging to the fami- 
lies of Palestinians killed last 
month while holding a kid- 
napped Israeli soldier, a rela- 
tive said Wednesday. 

"Officers canoe here and 
gave (my husband) a paper in 
Hebrew and he took it to the 


lawyer,” Umm Walid, 
mother of one of the two 
guerrillas, told Israel radio in 
Arabic. Both houses are in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

A Palestinian newspaper 
said Israeli police gave the 
Bader and Natsbeh fami lies 
in East Jerusalem 4S hours to 
appeal the order. The fami- 
lies have hired a lawyer to file 
the appeal, Umm Walid said. 

A police spokesman said 
be was checking the report. 

The two Hamas guerrillas 
were killed during a failed 
Israeli commando operation 
to rescue corporal Nachshon 
Waxman. 

The army said the men 
shot dead their bound captive 
when the troops burst into 
their West Bank hideout. 

Israel, using laws inherited 
from British colonial rule 
some 50 years ago, regularly 
doses or destroys the homes 
of Palestinians suspected of 
carrying out lethal attacks 
against Israelis. 

Last month, the Israeli 
army sealed the West Bank 
house of the Tel Aviv suicide 
bomber. His family has laun- 
ched an appeal in the Israeli 
high court. 


Election talks start next week 
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distributed in time for 
Wednesday morning. 
Around 400 workers 
sued for permits outside 


queued tor permits outsi 
Gaza City labour offices, pro- 
testing and shouting when 
their names were not called 


out. 

“What about the rest of 
us,” said Fathy Al Wadeya, 
42. 'There is no work here, I 
searched for a job in. industry 
but there ard already 


thousands waiting." 

“What can I do, either I 
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steal or turn against the gov- 
ernment here and against 
evetyone." 

Unemployment in Gaza 
was estimated at 40 per cent 
even before the closure. And 
many Palestinians who man- 
aged to get a permit could not 
get to work because they 
were too few for buses orga- 
nised. 

Abdullah Nasser, a labour 
office employee, said his 
■brother and four friends 
wasting for an Israeli com- 
pany, .coadd not find any. 
transport. 

Those who did get through 
had to go on foot and be met 


nians over the age of 30 who 
had previously worked in 
Israel, but they had not all 
been delivered. 

“The process of distribut- 
ing permits has begun but it 
takes time because for Gaza 
the Palestinian Authority has 
to draw up a list of workers 
and hand it to us," Capt. 
Jeshurun said. 

Meanwhile, Israel's 
Labour Minister Ora Namir 
called for $9,000 fines and six 
months in prison for Israeli 
employers who take on 
Palestinian workers without 
permits. 

Violence erupted at Erez 
in mid-July when thousands 
of workers went on a ram- 
page after Israel tightened 
border checks. Two Palesti- 
nians were shot dead, and 
scores injured. An Israeli sol- 
dier later died of his wounds. 


Gaza farmers 
protest plan 
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roadblocks, because 
Palestinian private cars and 
bracks were not allowed out. 

Mr. Mudallal said the per- 
mits issued Tuesday evening 
were for workers older than 
37. He expected more to be 
issued this week for those 
over 30. 

“We did not promise that 
all the Palestinian workers 
would be allowed through 
today," said Captain Humic 
Jeshurun, spokeswoman for 
Israel's military administra- 
tion of the territories. 

Israel announced Tuesday 
that 8,000 permits would be 
granted to married Palesti- 


PJans to- build an- airport in 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
have stirred up a storm of 
protest among hundreds of 
tanners who stand to lose 
their land. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
blocked a main highway in 
southern Gaza on Tuesday 
following reports that the 
self-rule authority would ex- 
propriate the area outside 
Rafah, near the border with 
Egypt. 

A committee is studying 
ways to compensate the 2,000 
fanners following a decree by 
Mr. Arafat to use the site, 
officials said. 

Some 300 men, women and 
children placed rocks across a 
highway leading to the bor- 
der with Egypt on Tuesday. 


They dispersed peacefully 
a few hours later after Rafah 
police Brigadier-General 
Mohammad Jooda said no 
final deration had been made 
and promised to pass on com- 
plaints to the authority. 

“Free us from the settlers 
before building an airport." 
read one banner. 

The demonstrators also de- 
manded that the authority 
look after more urgent prob- 
lems such as the thousands of 
Palestinians still in Israeli 
jails. 

Lawyer Ibrahim A Dagb- 
ma, who sits on the com- 
pensation committee, con- 
firmed Mr. Arafat had issued 
a decree as carried in the 
daily Arabic press. 

"It is important for the 
Palestinian Authority to have 
an airport, the fanners can 
move to another spot," be 
said, adding that the location 
was also linked to security 
matters and agreements with 
Israel. 

Most of the 24 square 
kilometres of land in question 
is government property 
which was taken over by far- 
mers and residents over the 
centuries. 

They never registered the 
property, but paid taxes 
throughout the Ottoman 
empire, the British mandate 
and Israeli occupation, said 
Mr. Daghma. 

An unspecified number of 
families will have to im- 
tely 

■ kfl 

rest to follow. 

There are mare than 300 
homes in the area and more 
than 2,000 farmers work the 
land. They should all be eligi- 
ble for compensation, said 
Mahmoud Yusef. assistant to 
Rafah's mayor. 


After cyclone , a dazed country tries to rebuild 


By John Daniszewski 
The Associated Press 


wrecked economy. 

The retreating Hutu gov- 
ernment looted the nation- 
al bank, and new Finance 
Minister Marc Rugenera 
confesses he does not even 
have keys to open the cen- 
tral bank's vault. He could 
blast it open. “But we need 
that building," he said in an 
interview. 

At the moment, the gov- 
ernment cannot pay civil 
servants or its army, and it 
depends on handouts from 
.foreign governments and 
international aid agencies 
to repair war-ravaged wa- 
ter mains and telecom- 
munications networks. 

Ironically, in the refugee 
camps, the defeated Hutu 
soldiers are being paid with 
the purloined national 
assets. The former govern- 
ment also carried off all 
Rwanda’s reserves of forc- 
ing currency. 

“With this shortage of 
foreign exchange the coun- 
try cannot import anything. 
Our private sector cannot 
import spare parts, factor- 
ies cannot bring in raw 
materials, and we have no 
revenues because income 
taxes are impossible," Mr. 
Rugenera said. 

The country’s top prior- 
ity is stability so that re- 
fugees feel safe to return, 
Gen. Kagame said. 

The government also 
seeks foreign help to restart 
die economy, be said. And 
it plans an education cam- 
paign to teach Rwandans 
tolerance in hopes that 
ethnic slaughter will never 
take place again. 

A slaughterhouse in 
April and May, its streets 
awash in blood and bodies, 
Kigali was a ghost town 
when the rebels finally 
seized control in July. 

As the rebels 
approached, Hutns ran 
away by the hundreds of 
thousands. In a single day 
in April, more than 250,000 
crossed into Tanzania, 
within a five-day period be- 
fore the end in July, 1J2 
million people poured into 
eastern Zaire. 

Huddled in miserable 
camps, lacking clean water 
and living atop their own 
body wastes, 50,000 to 
60,000 of these refugees 
died of cholera and other 
diseases in the three weeks 
it took Western troops and 
aid groups to set up basic 
hygiene. 

The refugees have for the 
most part stayed in exile, 
cowed from returning both 
by the armed Hutu mili- 
tants in their midst and the 
shadowy reports of Tutsi 
reprisals back home. Fear- 
ful Hutus still trickle out of 
Rwanda. 

By August, a new 
population had started 
moving into Rwanda. The 
children of Tutsis expelled 
in a wave of Hutu bloodlet- 
ting in 1959 returned from 
exile in Uganda and began 
occupying abandoned 


mediately evacuate three 
square - kilometres, with the 
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soldiers and newspaper head- 
lines screamed “disgrace.” 

Ordinary Israelis were left 
wondering if their army had 
tost the fighting spirit now 
that peace seems at hand. 

Yoav Giibcr, a historian at 
Haifa University, said the 
spirit of "sacrifice*' that ear- 
ned Israel through five wars 
is crumbling. 

“A system of norms has 
taken over where it's every 
man for himself. Don’t worry 
about the masses and don't 
be a sucker." Mr. Gilber 
said. “And wc see this being 
expressed in the army." 

Saturday's hit-and-run 


attack was the first on an 
Israeli outpost in South Leba- 
non by Hizbollah fighters 
since April. Hizbollah cam- 
eramen filmed (he attack. 
Showing well-armed soldiers 
taking the position and blow- 


in^rt up. 


grainy film was quickly 
distributed throughout Leba- 
non. where it is sure to win 
recruits to the ranks of Hiz- 
bollah. Israeli TV picked up 
the film and ran a version of 
it several times. 

An army investigation re- 
vealed a number of Israeli 
soldiers abandoned their 
position after it came under 


rocket fire, opening a flank to 
assault. 

Mr. Rabin, a former gener- 
al and defence minister, 
clearly was not pleased by the 
conduct of the soldiers' and 
angry that no Hizbollah fight- 
ers died. 

“The fact that the attack by 
Hizbollah did not end with 
real punishment to the 
an ackers is not a success for 
us. and I am putting it mild- 
ly.” Mr. Rabin said. 

The army said two officers 
and five soldiers will face 
disciplinary action and that 
all troops involved would be 
immediately removed from 
the zone Israel controls in 
South Lebanon. 


KIGALI — A cyclone of 
hatred swept this small 
African nation and left in 
its wake more than a half- 
million dead. 

Seldom in the annals of 
human cruelty have so 
many people been killed so 
savagely so quickly. 

As the dazed country 
struggles to rebuild, foe 
United Nations considers a 
tribunal on genocide and 
up to two million refugees 
contemplate whether to re- 
turn to an uncertain wel- 
come or to remain in exile. 

An unnatural peace has 
prevailed since a predomi- 
nantly ethnic Tutsi rebel 
movement drove out a gov- 
ernment dominated by the 
Hutu majority in July. The 
question that haunts inter- 
national observers is 
whether the calm is perma- 
nent or simply a prelude to 
a new round of death. 

“Rapid disintegration" 
remains a possibility, said 
Alison Des Forges,' a histo- 
rian who has studied Rwan- 
da for two decades and now 
is a consultant to Human 
Rights Watch- Africa. 

“The government really 
does not have the resources 
to establish its authority in 
anything other than a milit- 
ary sense,” she said. 
“Meanwhile, the guys on 
the outside are cocky as 
hell” 

Much of the defeated 
Hutu army is in refugee 
camps in neighbouring 
countries. Supposedly they 
have been disarmed, but 
observers believe they have 
arms hidden away. 

Hutu leaders are deman- 
ding a role in the new 
government m Kigali and 
threaten to resume fighting 
if they are not. Tutsis say 
they will never work with 
leaders of a government 
that U.N. investigators 
have blamed for unleashing 
extremist Hutus who mas- 
sacred an estimated 
500,000 people from April 
into July. 

The new government 
says It has changed the 
direction of Rwandan poli- 
tics. Theogene Rudasing- 
wsu secretary-general of 
the victorious Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF), said 
it has established “the first 
really broad-based govern- 
ment in the history of 
Rwanda." 

The president, prime 
minister and two-thirds of 
the cabinet are Hutus. But 
Maj. Gen. Paul Kagame, a 
Tutsi, who is a vice presi- 
dent and defence minister, 
is still the man with ulti- 


mate power. 

The question now is bow 
to stop Rwanda's seeming- 
ly endless cycles of reprisal, 
repression, violence and 
death. 

The new government 
finds itself in charge of a 
traumatised people and 



A Rwandan woman takes care of her baby at a refugee camp (AFP photo) 


houses and businesses. 

They were joined by 
Rwandan Tutsis who hid 
themselves during the 
latest slaughter and some 
Hutus willing to trust the 
government’s promises of 
reconciliation. 

The United Nations esti- 
mates there are now about 
5 million people in Rwan- 
da, compared to 7.9 million 
before the war. Tutsis, just 
15 per cent of the popula- 
tion before the war, may 
make up half the popula- 
tion of Kigali now. 

Returnees and the new- 
comers are breathing life 
into the capital. 

Electricity is on again, 
and much of the city has 
running water, thanks to 
U.N.-Kred contractors. A 
handful of restaurants and 
nightclubs are open. The 
market bustles with haw- 
kers selling bananas, 
papayas and unplucked 
chickens. Gasoline stations 
operate althought here are 
few cars aside from those 
belonging to the United 


Nations, aid groups and 
government troops. 

Scars of the fighting re- 
main. But the thousands of 
bodies are buried, and the 
dogs that fattened on them 
are being shot. The stench 
of death that once perme- 
ated the city is now unde- 
tected beneath the perfume 
of foe hibiscus. Hie Hotel 
'Mine Collines has refilled 
its swimming pool. 

In the countryside, vil- 
lages also are slowly filling 
up with people. Without 
fanfare, U.N. military 
observers say, workers are 
returning to their banana 
groves and terraced hillside 
fields. 

In the eastern hamlet of 
Bwinsanga, where the new 
Tutsi head man says 300 to 
350 villagers were mas- 
sacred, there is an icy si- 
lence between surviving 
Tutsis and Hutus. 

Leaders of the govern- 
ment have demanded that 
the former Hutu leaders be 
tried for genocide. 

The U.N. Security coun- 


cil has not made a final 
decision on a war-crimes 
tribunal. But U.N. spokes- 
man Paul Mehu in Kigali 
said, “it is the intention of 
the international commun- 
ity to bring to justice the 
people who are responsi- 
ble.” 

There could^ be 
.thousands'* and prosecution 
would be"expensive"intime 
and money for a :i worid 
organisation already preoc- 
cupied with other crises. 

Prosecuting the guilty -is 
the key to preventing: a 
recurrence, said Ms. Des 
Forges, the historian, but it- 
is still an open question if 
the world will show the 
will. 

“It’s not impossible that 
we’re just going to fink 
out," she said. Oh the 
other hand, “there are a,lot 
fo guilty consciences 
around... There’s this feel- 
ing that we let people be 
slaughtered and did no- 
thing, and now the least we 
can do is bring these people 
to justice.” 
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starts Kabul clean-up 
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Brooklyn Bridge attack 
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NEW YORK (AP> — The 
lawyer for foe man who killed 
one Hasidic student and 
wotmded force others on foe 
Brooklyn Bridge last March 
said Tuesday that the defen- 
dant was not responsible be- 
cause Mideast turmoil had 
made him insane. 

Attorney Eric Scars told a 
Manhattan jury in state sup- 
reme court they should look 
wyond “the 15 or sc* 
seconds" in which Rashid 
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Bu, 23, sprayed a van filled 
15 Hasidic Jewish stu- 
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*femx with automatic gunfire. 
They should try to "under- 
stand what role his uphring- 
*nd experiences plaved in 
that assatmT 

Mr. Scars said Mr. Baz 
hved until he was IS in Lcha- 
°on amid civil war and vio- 
lence which, “besides being 
constant and random, was 
hftep brutal. The bouse you 
left ra the morning could* be 


rubble that night." 

"Those years inevitably 
left scars on his personality." 
Mr. Sears said. He said he 
will call psychiatric experts, 
including one who deals spe- 
cifically with mental trauma 
among' Arab- Americans who 
have come from war-torn 
areas. 

Mr. Baz, a Lebanese 
national and a Brooklyn liv- 
ery cab driver, is charged 
with the murder of Aaron 
Halbcrstam. lo. on March 1 
while the teenager and 14 
other Yeshiva students were 
returning to Brooklyn from a 
Manhattan hospital*. 

Mr. Baz admits he shot at 
foe van. but in a videotaped 
statement for police he said 
the van cut him off at the 
bridge's ramp. He said he 
and foe passengers traded in- 
sults. and he fired only after 
the van’s driver shot at him. 

Assistant District Attorney 


Arm and Durastanti said the : 
evidence will show that Mr. 

■ 

Baz's account is untrue. Baz. i 
the prosecutor said, opened * ; 
fire almost as soon as he saw 1 
the van enter the bridge’s 
approach ramp. 

One piece of evidence, Mr. 
Durastanti said, is a bullet 
recovered from a nearby 
building which was fired from 
foe Cobray .9mm machine 
pistol that was taken from 
Mr. Baz. The prosecutor said 
foe bullet’s travel path shows 
Mr. Baz was on the entrance 
ramp when he shot. 

“The defendant intended 
to kill all IS in the van and | 
succeeded in killing one." j 
Mr. Durastanti said. 

An Egyptian auto mecha- 
nic led police to Baz when he 
told them "a man he knew as 
’Ray' told him he had just 
killed some Jews on the 
Brooklyn Bridge," Mr. 
Durastanti said. 


KABUL (AFP) — A govern- 
ment programme began 
Wednesday to dean up cen- 
tral Kabul and restore the 
Afghan capital to some de- 
gree of calm after months of 
intense bombardment and 
close-quarter fighting, a 
security official said. 

“Our aim is to create an 
atmosphere of security, calm- 
ness and to prevent dis- 
order,” General Yunus 
Qanooni, chief of the Kabul 
Security Commission which 
ordered the operation, told 
AFP. 

Kabul residents were tre- 
ated to foe rare sight of secur- 
ity troops stopping vehicles in 
the street and checking gun- 
men for valid firearms per- 
mits. 

Black plastic window 
shades were summarily rip- 
ped off so that drivers and 
passengers could be easily 


W’orkers from the Kabul 
mtxnidpaliry also began dis- 
mantling the network of 
bunkers that line many cen- 
tral Kabul streets. 

Sen. Qanooni and acting 
bead of garrison forces, Gen. 
Baba Jan. toured Kabul in a 
convoy of trucks carrying 
heavily armed troops to 
check that foe security com- 
mission orders were being 
implemented smoothly. 

“You will not find a single 
unauthorised armed man 
roaming anywhere in foe dry 
now,” said Gen. Qanooni. 

From now on only a li- 
mited number of permit- 
carrying commanders and 
their bodyguards will be 
allowed to bear arms in 
Kabul, a system that disinte- 
grated when the current fac- 
tional fighting erupted in 


January this year. 

“Our action shows that the 
Islamic state of Afghanistan 
is concerned with foe safety 
of Kabul dozens,” he added. 

The clean-up has been 
taken as a sign of confidence 
on the pan of military forces 
loyal to President Bnrhanud- 
din Rabbani that the defence 
of the capital is well in band. 

Many jeeps patrolled 
Kabul with loudspeakers 
announdng the operation, 
which, Gen. Qanooni ex- 
plained, involved Interior 
Ministry gendarmes (former- 
ly called Sarandoy), army un- 
its, and security department 
troops. 

For 10 months pro- 
Rabbani troops have been 
fighting off a coalition of 
Guibuddin Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-e-Islami faction 
Together with ex-communist 
forces of Uzbek General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
the Shiite Hezb-e-Wahdat 
faction. 

Amid the conflict, acts of 
robbery, looting, kidnapping 
and murder were reportedly 
carried out by undisciplined 
elements . 

The frontlines in the east 
and south of the capital were 
calm as foe city-wide clean- 
up got underway. Locals spe- 
culated that the action may 
be linked with the recent 
peace initiative of United Na- 
tions special envoy Mahmoud 
Mestiri. 

A spokesman for foe state 
news agency Bakhtar said: 
“The U.N. plan is still under 
consideration but there is 
much optimism because there 
is sufficient harmony be- 
tween the position of Rabba- 
ni and Mestiri’s peace prop- 
osal.” 


After Cairo , surprising 
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momentum on population 


By Deborah Zabarenko 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Cairo 
population conference 
shone a spotlight on abor- 
tion, birth control, 
women's rights and sex and 
started a surprising 
momentum for progress on 
those issues, according to 
experts. 

Many who followed the 
deliberations of the Sept. 
5-13 gathering in the Egyp- 
tian capital wondered 
whether anything was real- 
ly going to change. 

Surprisingly enough, 
considering the ineffective- 
ness of many such world 
gatherings, veterans of 
global diplomacy and 
population controversies 
say yes. 

“I think Cairo could be 
the start of a gender quake 
— foe start of a really 
profound shift in the status 
of relationships between 
men and women around 
the world,” Alex Marshall, 
a spokesman for the United 
Nations Population Fund, 
said in an interview. 

Having attended interna- 
tional and regional meet- 
ings on population issues 
since foe 1970s, Mr. Mar- 
shall has a rather jaundiced 
view of many such proceed- 
ings. But for him, foe meet- 


ing now known simply as 
“Cai; 


tiro” was different. 

Before Cairo. Mr. Mar- 
shall said. U.N. officials 
wondered how they could 
get the world to pay atten- 
tion to yet another confer- 
ence that would likely re- 


sult in a statement of broad 
consensus and have little 
impact on people’s daily 
lives. 

“Who the hell cares ab- 
out a global consensus?” he 
said. But that was before 
Pope John Paul weighed in 
with a series of comments 
targeting the conference’s 
draft document for its 
stance favouring abortion 
rights and women’s 
empowerment. 

“Luckily his holiness 
came to the rescue,” is how 
Mr. Marshall saw it, assert- 
ing the Vatican’s attacks on 
the meeting drew more 
attention to it and could 
spark more action after it. 

That sentiment is shared 
by Lori Ashford, a senior 
policy analyst at the 
Washington-based Popula- 
tion Reference Bureau, a 
non-profit educational 
organisation that has moni- 
tored population issues 
since 1929. 

“I heard people com- 
plain that the abortion 
issue is detracting from the 
meeting, the Vatican is de- 
tracting... But I think 
actually the controversy 
and the conflict created 
more attention.” Ms. 
Ashford said in an inter- 
view. 

“If it had just been 
another ho-hum confer- 
ence on demographics no 
one would have watched it 
on television,’* she said. 

While Ms. Ashford ack- 
nowledges controversy 
over abortion and other 
fractious issues drew atten- 
tion to the Sept. 5-13 Cairo 
conference, the final docu- 


■ 

ment was remarkable for 
its concord over the need to 
improve the lot of women. 

“The advancement* jof 
women is key and I can’t 
think of any U.N. meeting 
or document that pronto ted 
women as much as^jtyis 
has,” she said. • > 

Both Ms. Ashford^ and 
Mr. Marshall saw ,tlf is 
emphasis on women's 
empowerment as crucial Ito 
changing world behaviour 
and both were optimistic 
this could take place. < 

Mr. Marshall sa!w 
changes coming in foe area 
of abortion, especially sup- 
port for ending unsafe 
abortions > ' ; 

Another reason for 
optimism was increased 
financial commitment jto 
population and develop- 
ment programmes by rich 
nations including the Un- 
ited States, Britain, Japhn 
and Germany in addition^ 
aid from international lend- 
ing institutions, Mr. Mar- 
shall said. ; 

He said this support 
would go beyond family 
planning aid to include : 
other areas including the . 
fight against sexually trans- 
mitted disease, AIDS pre- 
vention and care, infertility 
and issues of consent in ' 
sexual relationships. 

A voice of dissent on the 
effectiveness oF the Cairo 
meeting was raised at the 
conservative CATO Insti- 
tute in Washington where | 
development economist 
Lord Peter Bauer dismis- - 
sed the notion that limiting 
population would spur eco- 
nomic development. 
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U.S. Federal Reserve flies to rescue 
after dollar hits record low against yen 
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LONDON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. Federal Reserve 
(Fed) intervened Wednesday 
■ afternoon on the London 
foreign exchange market to, 
prop up the sagging dollar 
■ after the greenback fell to a 
post-war low against the yen, 
foreign exchange dealers 
said. 

, _ That marked the first Fed 
■‘intervention since last June 
24, they noted, and came 
. after the dollar had plum- 
meted to 96 yen in mid- 
afternoon, its lowest level 
... since World War n. The 
move brought the greenback 
back up to 96.95 yen in late 
afternoon, against 96.S0 
Tuesday evening in London. 
,-The previous record low of 
96.35 yen to the dollar came 
Tuesday last week. 

. 'The dollar stood at 1.5035 
, -marks in late trading against 
.,1.4958 Tuesday evening and 


1.4933 shortly before the Fed 
intervention, which started at 
1600 GMT. No other central 
banks joined in. 

“It was a successful in- 
tervention, as the time was 
well chosen, just as European 
markets were closing,” said 
Nick Parsons, an analyst at 
Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce. He said the move 
surprised European market 
players short of dollars and 
socked them with sharp los- 
ses. 

“That certainly won’t be 
enough to keep the dollar 
higher m lasting fashion, but 
at least it reminds operators 
that they can lose money on 
the market, as well as make 
it,” he commented. 

This time, the Fed “is 
ready for anything to avoid 
letting its intervention fail,”, 
the analyst said. He noted it 
was accompanied by a state- 


ment by U.S. Treasnry 
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen that 
the dollar’s drop is “counter- 
productive” for the United 
States and the world eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Parsons expects the 
Bank of Japan to continue 
the intervention overnight on 
the Asian market. There 
might be some concerted in- 
tervention by several central 
banks if the dollar again 
weakens in the next few days. 

Tbe dollar has been 
weakened since Tuesday 
afternoon by renewed fears 
of U.S. inflationary press- 
ures, in the wake of a higher- 
than-expected purchasing 
managers’ index in October. 
The market is waiting for 
U.S. October job figures due 
out ou Friday to judge 
whether the U.S. economic 
performance justifies an im- 
mediate increase in interest 


rates. 

Among European curren- 
cies, the mark suddenly 
jumped during tbe day 
against the lira, bitting 
1,031.7 lire to the mark, just 
a whisker from the Italian 
currency’s record low against 
the mark of 1,032.50, last 
Aug. 12. Tbe lira sagged on 
rumours — officially denied 
— that Premier Silvio Berlus- 
coni would resign soon. The 
market is also concerned ab- 
out the government’s ability 
to meet deficit redaction 
goals. 

Sterling finned generally 
on what traders called a tech- 
nical correction after its fall 
on Tuesday when a Bank of 
England report seemed to 
cast doubt on prospects for a 
rise in British interest rates in 
the near future. 

At 1715 GMT, sterling was 
trading at $1.6340 (against 



Swedish finance minister 
recommends tax hikes , 
spending cuts until ’98 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Fi- 
nance Minister Goeran Pers- 
-son presented a tough budget 
■to lawmakers Wednesday in- 
cluding tax rises and spending 
cuts designed to boost state 
coffers by 57.1 billion kronor 
($8.15 billion) to 1998. 

■ For the mandate period to 
1998, Mr. Persson recom- 
mended savins of 25.5 bil- 
lion kronor ($3.64 billion) 
and a net mcome'increase of 
31.6 billion kronor ($4.51 bil- 
lion). 

For 1995 Persson recom- 
mended improving the state 
finances by 29.8 billion kro- 
nor ($4.25 billion), including 
12.1 billion kronor ($1.72 bil- 
lion) in saving and 17.7 bil- 
lion kronor (52.52 billion) in 
net income increase. 

The 1995 budget year will 
run for IS months from July 
1, 1995 to Dec. 31, 1996, with 
budgets in future running 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 

The Soda] Democrat gov- 
ernment also intends to prop- 
ose additional savings of 20 
billion kronor ($2.85 billion) 


in January 1995. Mr. Persson 
explained tbe two-stage pro- 
cess by saying he wanted die 
tax hikes to be implemented 
as of Jan. 1, 1995, while the 
savings can be implemented 
July 1, 1995 when the new 
budget year begins. 

The government thus plans 
to pull in a total of 113.4 
bilhon kronor (S16.2 billion) 
by 1998. That figure includes 
Wednesday’s proposed 57.1 
billion kronor, January’s 20 
billion kronor proposal, plus 
previously agreed upon mea- 
sures of 18.3 billion kronor 
j[$2.61 billion) and reduced 
interest payments of 18 bil- 
lion kronor ($2.57 billion). 

Mr. Persson said unem- 
ployment in 1995 would drop 
to 6.9 per cent from the eight 
per cent forcast this year. The 
government has proposed 
several measures to reduce 
unemployment, and aims to 
give jobs or training to 80,000 
jobless workers. 

The government expects 
the budget deficit to decrease 
sharply .this . year _ 


Expert says Asia needs 
$400b in power sector 
investments until 2004 


MANILA (AFP) — Asian 
countries need up to 5400 
billion in investment in power 
generation over the next 10 
years to meet the demands of 
fast-growing economies, a 
World Bank eneigy expert 
has said. 

But Anil Malhotra, World 
Bank eneigy adviser for the 
region, warned that the mag- 
nitude of investments may 
pose financial problems as 
traditional lenders such as his 
bank and the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank “are unlikely” to 
exceed 15 per cent of the 
total financial requirement. 

“As Asia is likely to con- 
tinue to experience the 
world's fastest economic 
growth rates, its energy needs 
will double over the next 
decade requiring investments 
in the power sector alone of 
about $300 to $400 billion,” 
be told an Asian energy con- 
ference here. 

He said a recent World 
Bank study involving 10 
Asian countries showed the 
average'- rise in power de- 


mand was estimated at about 
7.3 per cent a year over the 
□ext decade. 

This translates into an 
additional generation capac- 
ity of 290,000 megawatts 
(MW) from 1994 to 2004, or 
about 1.800 MW of new pow- 
er every month, he added. 

Mr. Malhotra, however, 
noted that “experience in 
Asia with private develop- 
ment in the power sector has 
been disappointing” since 
“less than 20 cases-of major 
private power projects are in 
operation.” 

He Said that given the de- 
cline in financing from inter- 
national lending institutions, 
Asian governments must 
learn to tap the domestic and 
foreign capital markets as a 
source of funding. 

Calling the power sector 
Asia’s “most important and 
largest investment' opportun- 
ity,” Mr. Malhotra said 
Asian governments should 
create an “environment and 
structure conducive to fore- 
ign participation.” 


Tourism to Turkey hurt by Kurdish threats 


ISTANBUL (R) — Threats 
by Kurdish guerrillas to dis- 
rupt Turkey’s lucrative tour- 
ism and lingering economic 
problems in western Europe 
are likely to cost Turkey 
some $700 million in lost 
revenues this year, tour oper- 
ators say. 

Turkish officials had pro- 
jected that tourism, after tex- 
tile exports the country’s big- 
gest foreign currency earner, 
would bring in some $4.7 
billion from 7.5 million visi- 
tors. 

But bombings by separatist 
Kurdish guerrillas in Istanbul 


and coastal resorts coupled 
with economic woes in 
Europe have forced officials 
to revise figures downward. 

In the first nine months of 
this year some 5.2 million 
people visited Turkey — up 
2.6 per cent from the first 
nine months of 1993 — and 
the end of the high season 
makes any late burst unlike- 
ly, tour operators told Reu- 
ters this week. 

“Normally we see a 15 to 
20 per cent increase in arriv- 
als year to year, but this 
year we will have about the 
same numbers as 1993,” said 


Suba Uyar, general secretary 
of the Turkish Tourism Oper- 
ators Agency (Tursab). 

Revenues are expected to 
end at about $4 billion, the 
same as last year, while tbe 
number of visitors will re- 
main around the 6.5 million 
in 1993. 

Tourism figures show large 
drops in visitors from western 
European countries. 

The number of German 
tourists in the first nine 
months of this year was down 
17 per cent, while visitors 
from Belgium declined 19 per 
cent, Swiss travellers were 


down by 47 per cent and 
French visitors fell by 25 per 
cent 

Overall, tourism from 
western Europe was down by 
12 per cent in tbe first nine 
months. Only Iceland, Ire- 
land and Britain showed rises 
in visitors. 

Some of the numbers are 
being made up by tourists 
from the former Soviet Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States — many of whom 
come for the shopping rather 
than the sun — and Israelis, 
whose numbers have jumped 
by more than 200 per cent. 


1.6330 Tuesday evening in 
London), 2.4567 marks 
(2.4426), 158.42 yen 
2.0507 Swiss francs 
and 8.4233 French 
[83712). 

The dollar stood at 13035 
marks (1.4958), 96.95 yen 
[96.80), 1.2550 Swiss francs 
1.2490), and 5.1550 French 
ics (5.1265). 

Gold dipped to $384 an 
ounce against 38430 Tuesday 
evening. 

Hie three-month Eurodol- 
lar rose to 5.625 per cent 
against 5.5625 Tuesday, 
while the British three-month 
interbank rate fell to 6.0625 
per cent against 6.125 on 
Tuesday. 

“I think this intervention, 
while it might hold the dollar 
in the near term, is only going 
to give the market better 
levels to sell,” said Brian 
Martin, economist at Citi- 
bank in London. 


GATT will 


of U.S. trade deficit, boost growth 

. i nl ’T'U— ■'nctitiiM 1 *! Conclusion* 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Congressional approval of 
the Uruguay Round of the 
Genera] Agreement of 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
will shave £20 billion off the 
U.S. trade deficit and boost 
economic growth by one per 
cent, a private study said. . 

Carried out by the Institute 
for International Economics, 
a research group close to the 
Democrats, the study will be 
a likely backdrop to the 
GATT ratification debate in 
Congress following the Nov. 
S mid-term elections. 

The renewed House of 
Representative is expected to 
vote on the agreement Nov. 
29, while the Senate will do 
so Dec. 1 

Despite strong opposition 
by environmentalists, con- 
servatives and the textile in- 
dustry, who fear GATT will 
harm U.S. sovereignty, most 
other sectors are in favour of 
the agreement, which was 
completed in December after 


seven years of work by 123 

countries. 

The institute's estimates 
that by the year 2000 the 
trade agreement should raise 
U.S. exports by $41.9 billiou 
and imports, through re- 
duced tariffs, by $22.7 bil- 
lion. 

Under such circumstances, 
the U.S. trade deficit, which 
stood at S115.S billion in 
1993, should drop by $19.1 
bilion. 

The boost in exports trig- 
gered by cheaper imports for 
U.S. companies and consum- 
ers will and $65 bilhon to the 
U.S. economy by 2004, an 
increase of one per cent in 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP), the institute said. 

Jeffery Schott, who 
coauthored the study, said 
the Uruguay Round would be 
10 times more beneficial to 
the United States than tbe 
North American Freef Trade 
Agreement it signed last year 
with Canada and Mexico. 


India to loosen foreign exchange regime soon 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia intends to loosen remain- 
ing foreign exchange controls 
shortly as it lays the ground- 
work for a fully convertible 
■rupee, a top central official 
has said. 

The Foreign Exchange 
Regulation Act (FERA), 
which governs transactions in 
foreign currency, will be re- 
written and renamed as part 
of the liberalisation, said 
O.P. Sodhani, executive 
director of the Reserve Bank 
of India.. 

The redrafted law will con- 
tain “inbuilt provisions for 
capital account convertibil- 
ity, ” setting tbe stage for a 
free movement of capital to 
and from the country,” Mr. 
Sodhani said. 

Indian companies will be 
given greater freedom to in- 


vest in overseas joint ven- 
tures and open branches 
abroad when the Liberalised 
rules are introduced, he told 
a seminar organised by tbe 
confederation of Indian In- 
dustry. 

The current limit of $2 
million on Indian corporate 
investment in a foreign joint 
venture could be raised by 
£10 million. Bigger invest- 
ments would be subject to 
central bank approvals. 

Mr. Sodhani said India’s 
foreign currency reserves had 
swelled to about $19.6 bil- 
lion, industry had recovered 
from recession, food grain 
stocks had soared to a record 
31 million tonnes and infla- 
tion was under control at 
eight per cent. 

“These factors provide the 
confidence for dismantling 


controls.” he said, adding 
that India was steadily mov- 
ing towards a fully converti- 
ble rupee on the capital 
account. 

He did not specify a date 
by which the rewritten FERA 
would come into force but 
said it would be introduced 
shortly. 

Making the rupee fully 
convertible would be the last 
step in foreign exchange re- 
forms introduced by the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao as part 
of wide-ranging economic 
liberalisation begun in mid- 
1991. 

India made the rupee con- 
vertible on the current 
account in August, lifting res- 
trictions on the currency’s 
conversion for overseas 
travel, medical expenses. 


gifts and services. 

Limits remained to ensure 
that capital account transac- 
tions are not carried out in 
the garb of current account 
transactions. 

Capital account converti- 
bility in terms of allowing 
domestic corporate players 
and individuals to freely raise 
and invest funds abroad 
would have to wait until fore- 
ign exchange reserves swell 
further and inflation goes 
down, the central bank said. 

“We have had to go step in 
internationalising the rupee,” 
Mr. Sodhani said. “It will 
take us some more time to 
make the rupee fully con- 
vertible.” 

Indian economists have 
predicted that the citing the 
steady improvement in fore- 
ign exchange reserves. 


Pakistan pledges 
continued deregulation 


KARACHI (AFP) — Pakis- 
tan vowed to continue dereg- 
ulation of its economy, as a 
three-day international con- 
ference on financial markets 
and in vestment* opportunities 
in tbe country opened here 
Tuesday. 

“We are gradually shifting 
from a regulated system to a 
market-oriented economy,” 
a top economic aide to Pakis- 
tan Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto told the meeting. 

V. A. Jafarey, who opened 
the conference sponsored by 
the London-based Euro- 
money Conferences organisa- 
tion, said the full impact of 
Pakistan's economic reforms 
would unfold gradually. 

The reforms have already 
lifted foreign exchange con- 
trols, simplified investment 
procedures and provided 


tariff cuts on imports, in addi- 
tion to incentives such as 
repatriation of capital - arid 
profits. 

Mr. Jafarey said that, as a 
result of the reforms, the 
country's foreign exchange 
reserves had gone up from a 
low $300 million a year ago to 
nearly S3 billion. 

He said Pakistan’s stock 
market was expanding rapid- 
ly, but the money market and 
bond market needed time to 
grow. 

A major thrust of Pakis- 
tan's policy was to attract 
foreign investment in the 
energy and telecommunica- 
tion sectors, he said. 

Pakistan has secured in- 
vestment commitments $4 
billion from U.S. companies 
for thermal power generation 
projects. 
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I THOUGHT 
S'OU HAD 
QUICK HANDS.. 
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YOU'D REST EASIER IP 
YOU'D STOP THIS SELF- 
CR1TI C ISM AND LEARN TO 
ACCEPT YOURSELF MORE^ 
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THE BETT ER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I could exercise for months to get 
buns of steel.. .or I could just buy 

aluminum underpants!” 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter io each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Russia to stabilise rouble 
after ‘black Tuesday’ 

specific measures. 

“A blow has been dealt to 
the reform course, social sta- 
bility, rbe living standards of 
a significant part of the 
population and the interna- 
tional standing of Russia,” it 
said. 

The Security Council, 
chaired by Mr. Yeltsin, said 
the consequences were long- 
term. It blamed lack of coor- 
dination between executive 
authorities as well as untime- 
ly and at times incompetent 
decisions by those who could 
have averted the crisis. 

“Control over hard curren- 
cy operations was not en- 
sured, measures were not 
taken to stop speculation,” it 
said. 

Special attention would be 
paid to compensating those 
who suffered from the crisis, 
it said, without elaborating. 

The currency collapse has 
already led to the ousting of 
acting finance minister Sergei 
Dubinin and central bank 
chief Viktor Gerashchenko. 

Mr. Yeltsin has made clear 
that he sees the rouble fall as 
a deliberate action aimed at 
undermining him. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
Security Council said 
Wednesday that the Ocl 11 
“black Tuesday": . plunge .in 
the rouble bad threatened 
market reforms and vowed to 
take urgent measures to sta- 
bilise the currency. 

■ A statement by President 
Boris Yeltsin's press service 
said the influential council 
discussed a report by a spe- 
cial commission investigating 
the crisis. 

It said the rouble’s drop of 
more tban 20 per cent against 
the dollar bad been a threat 
to national security. The rou- 
ble fell to new lows of close to 
4,000 to the dollar, but has 
since recovered to 3,093. 

The statement said the cur- 
rency’s collapse had under- 
mined confidence in the 
fledgling market, reduced the 
appeal of long-term capital 
investments, and raised 
prices and inflationary ex- 
pectations. 

“Hie Security Council has 
ordered the government to 
take quick ana concrete steps 
to regulate the rouble rate 
and exchange operations,” it 
said, without giving details of 



HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 



The institute's conclusions 
on the Uruguay are similar to 
those reached by GATT and 
the Paris-based Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 

and Development. 

However, the institute’s 
predictions of economic and 
employment growth fell sh 
ort of those made by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton when h 
called on Congress to ratify 
the Uruguay Round. 

The Clinton administration 
believes the agreement will 
boost the yearly GDP from 
$100 billion to $200 billion 
and create 13 million jobs by 
the year 2000. 

The Institute for Interna- 
tional Economic predicts 
only 265,000 new jobs in the 
same period.l 

Besides slashing tariffs, the 
Uniguay Round would eli- 
minate protectionism for the 
first time in the service and 
agriculture multilateral 
mechanism to settle trade dis- 
putes. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


WHAT 

N 5PKTC3R 015CCVEEER 

k 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: AN 


Saturday's J 


initmn 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TARDY IVORY ANKLET TIMELY 

An8W * f: What some leave behind when gettina awav 
horn it an — VERY UTTLE 1 


ACROSS 
1 Rower bolder " ' 
fi Pol tee address 
10 Ghastly 

14 Dutch cheese 

15 Turidahdty 

16 Castor's mother 

17 Vigorous 
19 Repute 

30 Barter's scare 
21 Surround 
23 Diplomatic staff 
member 

26 Actress Shfre 

27 Amulet 

29 Nectiace gems 
32 Dismiss horn a 

job 

35 Waste alowanci 

37 Pod vegetable 

38 Grew older 

39 BUcaf wicked 
dfy 

41 Transmit 
43 Soring or 


43 Pro 

44 Nebraska Indian 

46 “Do unto 

49 Monkey's cousin 
51 ", we airr 

S3 Cosmetic 
67 Apronfke 
garment 

60 Songbtad 

61 Says further 

62 Distraction of a 
lend 

65 Oua of the storm 
06 French resort 

67 Being: LaL 

68 Comeogn Foxx 

66 Miteaiy 
blockade 

TO Lively dance 

DOWN 
1 Vice 

3 Wef-oeteied 

3 Former Egyptian 

tUtipf 

4 Accepts* 0adV 

5 Tse-fllng 

6 Commotion 

7 MamTscouity 
6 Concerning 

9 Impulsive 


10 "Sic transit _ 
mundT 

11 Regal receptor! 
teem 

12 Celebrity 

13 FoaTsmom 
16 — Walesa 

5^" de,F,Br,ce 

24 Busby and 
bowier 

25 Mistake 

2B Whnwr-s prt» 

30 Funny Jay 

31 M arquade 

32 Gambfing gaitS 

33 — Rhythm" 

34 jn the act of 

committing & 
ciime 

M Tribal symbol 
*0 T number 

41 Wizard 

46 OttiteratM 

47 Ump’Btan 


k men 

® Rjnehxintam 
54 Stand up 

|| Jttlroondteonef 
s« eetoeflai b«n B 


57 Carson'a 

predecessor 
“ Not working 
McCtUTBoTTV 
S3 EvWocwngoH 
woman 
64 Comp. DL 
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Multinationals in $5.4b 4 bio-piracy, 5 says y.N. report 
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GENEVA (AFP) — “Bio- 
piracy” by multinational food 
and drug companies cheats 
developing countries of more 
than $5 billion a year in bio- 
technology royalties, said a 
United Nations report. 

The U.N. Development 
Programme (UNDP) said 
Third World plant species 
alone earned the pharanv 
ceutical industry more than 
S30 billion, but while more 


than 90 per cent of the earth's 
“biological diversity” was lo- 
cated in Africa, Asia and 
South America , local inhabi- 
tants did not reap the benefits 
of their biological weath- 
“If royalty payments were 
made to developing countries 
and their indigenous people 
for their plant varieties and 
local knowledge used by big 
moltinatiopal food and drug 
companies, those providers 


would be getting S^.4 billion 
a year that they do not see 
today,” said the UNDP re- 
port. 

The growing use of patents 
meant multinationals could 
protect profits made on the 
back of knowledge gained 
from poor, developing coun- 
tries, the report added. 

The UNDP wanted “to en- 
sure that indigenous com- 
munities will, on their own 


terms, benefit from any com- 
mercialisation of products of 
their knowledge, and avoid 
becoming trapped in a system 
of exploitation,*' said Sarah 
Timpson, deputy assistant 
UNDP administrator for 
policy and programme sup- 
port. 

According to the report 
industrialised countries are 
patenting ‘‘material partially 
or wholly derived from far- 


mers* varieties,” Jeaving in- 
digenous farmers^ "paying for 
the end product ef their own 
genius.** ft 

“Even the patent claims 
over the DNA of indigenous 
peoples themselves has be- 
come the focus of debate and 
law suits,” the report added. 

To help redress the imba- 
lance the report recommends 
the appointment of ombuds- 
men to investigate complaints 


from indigenous common 
and their national gov 
merits, empowered to d 
patent approvals and 01 
patent applications revie 
It also proposes the i 
tion of tribunals to settle 
putes between pat 
claimants and indiger 
peoples, and thfc creation! 
tee system which would 1 
legal challenges by inc 
nous peoples..; 
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Alba predicts big profit J Ten-minute traffic jams 

cost Hong Kong $2b 
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Currency 
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Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 
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MANAMA (R) — Aluminium Bahrain BSC (Alba), the 
biggest Middle East Aluminium producer, expects to make 
a 5500 million net profit annually by the end of this century 

if the metal markets prove normal “In the long term we will 
... be one of the big money-makers for the Bahraini 
government,” Alba chief executive Gudvin Tofte told 
reporters. 

But Mr. Tofte said Alba's financial situation would 
depend on the al umi nium market for the next two to three 
years due to commitments connected its S1.5 billion costs 
of doubling its capacity to 460,000 tonnes a year in 1993 
from around 225,000 tonnes. 

He added that “1993 was a very, very difficult year for 
the aluminium industry with very low prices. Producers 
were losing money. In spite of this. Alba was making a 
substantial profit.” 
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HONG KONG (R) — In Hong Kong, where perhaps more 
than anywhere in the world time is money, a daily 
10-minute traffic jam could be costing the British colony 
$2.3 billion a year, a local bank has calculated. 

According to the Hang Seng Bank's monthly economic 
report, nominal gross domestic product figures show every 
worker in Hong Kong produces an average of 150 Hong 
Kong dollars ($19) worth of outpur an hour. 

“If the time spent in traffic congestion is put to 
productive use, a 10-minute daily delay for each worker 
would equal 124 million working hours for the whple 
economy,” the report said. 

“When translated into money terms, this would imply an 
additional output of IS billion HK dollars ($2.3 billion) or 
two per cent of the gross domestic product,” it added. 

Traffic conditions have deteriorated sharply in Hong 
Kong in recent years as car ownership has o u tstripped road 
construction. 

The rapid expansion of trade with China has led to an 
increase in freight and passenger movements across the 
border, exacerbating the problem, the report said. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are the buying and selling I 

rates for leading world currencies 

and gold against the 1 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 1 

bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3558/68 

Canadian dollar 


1.4 950/60 

Deutschemarks 


1.6776/86 

Dutch guilders 


1.2460/70 

Swiss francs 

■ 

30.76/80 

Belgian francs 

■ 

5.123S/8S 

French francs 


1536.6/S. 1 

Italian lire 


96.47/57 

Japanese yen 


7.1800/00 

Swedish crowns 


6.5220/70 

Norwegian crowns 


5.8571/21 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.6360/70 


One ounce of gold 

$383.80/364.20 



NEW YORK (AFP) — In 
two years time , 41 per cent of 
U.S. multinational corpora- 
tions are planning on increas- 
ing their investments in 
newly-emerging markets, 
according to a study pub- 
lished by Ernst and Young. 

In comparison, 36 per cent 
of European mdtinationals . 
and nine per cent of Japanese 
ones are planning such ac- 
tions. 

Over five years, these per- 
centages would increase to 48 
per cent-, 38 per cent, and 15 
per cent, respectively, 
according to the audit firm's 
study which looks ax 230 of 
the first 1,000 multinational 
corporations. 

These statistics are impor- 
tant in light of the fact that 
the United States have tradi- 
tionally been less active than 
Europe and Japan in de- 
veloping countries. 
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FOR RENT 

Apartment building in Urn 
Utheina 

(whole or individual apart- 
ments). consisting of four 
floors, two apartments on 
each floor - 170 square 
metres each. 

Each apartment has three 
bedrooms two baths, par- 
lor, and sitting room. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


JR-SAX 


JAMAL TRADING & 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 


Tel: 

688816-681113 



A&e&tb 

Cafe' 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open rdghlly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
nday: J? rinks AJj Ni ght L ong 




Professional Quality m 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your, colour film at 
our shop and/ get:- 

• JVMBO photo 


tniarg 

x 30 cat 



Shmrisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kiio 
Supermarket 

MongoUat) 6 arb«que for 
Lurtth Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
• specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

V, Air Conditioned Hall 



La Vita Lounge 

12:00 pm - V - Late 







FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


l for further details please call 


"Ths Classiest Of 
1 ne wlass.est . 




. f * ' * s 

■U t. f - 


V.Ciffcrtlcible prices 

V V. Coo! 1 ! 



Time Out Bar ! ! 


Swoit 1 v * * l ’1 


86 >9 \4 



Tel ^92505 , 691 146 / ExL 116 
Fax; 699080 , Wasfi AJ-Tel St 
Abu Harb commercial center 
Second floor 



,I;il>;il ;Yium;m - first circlf 
npiHiMto 1 LAO fMK ASSY 

... I I I .: 654205 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaunnt 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 


f ~T VM - f 1 '/ . ■ r 


Open dally 12:00-3:30 

p.m . 

7:00 — MWnjgfii 

TeL 63996$ 


■ 

OmnilM 


HAMZEH GROUP 


Deluxe Furnished Offices. 


■ Scomiul Services . 0 Courier Savices 
^Translation & Interpreting. * Facsimile. 
And many other sexv iocs 

I 

■ 

SbmdsrasHaoodiCaw.HuTioaSL 
P 0. Boot 930121 . Amman 11193 Jwdm. 
TeL 677940 Far 062^)693197. 



uality Furnished Fir 





SELECT HOTEL 


5 th Ciide 

674563 - 674551 


_i ■ vtj; 




® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks € 

©Open Noons " m 

& Evenings 7 




Jabal Ai Webdeh/Tcl. 637101/637 102 



Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 



named are Chute, with 5 
cut; India. 17^indoaesii 
per cut; Me^Jco; Br 
Malaysia; Argentina; I 
Kong; and Taiwan. 

The market sifeze is the 
criteria of companies. ’ 
they look at the-possible; 
fits and finaJN. at stra 
positioning. Toe low cc 
labour is rarely mentionc 
firms. *r ; 

Nine out of ifen comp; 
fear political unrest as w; 
legal barriers .afid exclj 
controls. The'majoric 
European (82^ per centl 
Japanese (83 per cent) t 
national corporations \ 
into consideration the td 
plications as opposed td 
third of U.S. 'corporate 


Arab Gul 
shipping j 
company! 

to expan 
operation 

A -n 

after Ioss| 

ABU DHABI (AFP) 
biggest joint shipping 
in the Arab World is pfrT 
to expand operations c* 
the Gulf after it si 
heavy losses due to g> 
competition^^pd world 
sio'n. «... 

The United Arab St 
Company (UASC), 
by six Gulf govern mcr 
chalked out a 1995 exp 
plan that jndudbs ne< 
in the Medfrerrtinean i 
creasing services toi 
East Asia and other a? 
said. -1 f 

The Kuwaitpbased 
pany has decided j 
Egypt’s Port Said r- 
Mediterranean- as a j 
board for launching!? 
tions to Egypt ^iSyna ; 
non and other 1 foouni 
the region white it wil 
a feeder service tc‘> 
North Africa^for tls 
time. 

“The board , of S 
has approved- an ex| 
plan for 1995 . Port 
be the main base forfj 
countries in the Mej 
nean as from tige stan^ 
year," UASCs Me 
nean lines director, VS 
Dawud, told the Unit§ 
Emirates (UAE) d| 
Bay an. 1 

He said the plan g 
vered boosting sen§ 
South East Asia t<§ 
containers every wtl 
1,500 containers t(S 
America in cooperatS 
the National ShippirJ 
pany of Saudi Arabjl 

UASC sources saic^ 
pansion followed lar^ 
due to growing comply 
the oO-rich Gulf ar&j 
economic recession.^ 

Although shippirM 
have raised rafts tfes|j 
in the past 15 sionffi 
remained far lower r0 
levels three years a|| 

After the rises, s 
freight between the g 
South East Asia nowi 
between $1,200 anf 
per 20-fooi contaiii 
pared with betweef 
and $1,600 in 199ll 

Rates on cargo | 
the Gulf and Eurd 
also as low as $lj 
container compar 
$1,700 in 1991 while 
lines from the UniD 
have fallen te~$2,( 
$2,800. ■ 

Shipping agents 1 
warned small nmv 
the Gulf could tie ft 
of business if ra)es 
weak. They said ti| 
allow large comp| 
monopolise the(mf 
this could hurt Jclief 

The decline (in I 
rates coupled wih a 
downturn infli^ed . 

$11 million On l|AS 
and $33 million in i| 
pared with reedrd ' 
around $6d mitlion 
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English clubs eliminated in UEFA Cup 


ARIS; (AFP) — English 
ubs were dumped out of the 
EFA tup Tuesday — with 
3th A|ton Villa and New- 
istle United losing on the 
vay goals’ rule. 

But big continental dubs to 
i through -after first-leg de- 
nts included Deportivo La 
arena ! of: Spain and Ein- 
icht Frankfurt of Germany. 
France’s. -1993 European 
ip winners Marseille made 
valiant effort to come back 
teT being- beaten 2-0 in the 
st-leg ■ by Swiss side Sion, 
it their-3-1 victory wasn’t 
ough find they, too, lost on 
^y goals. 

Just days after European 
ntballTs.'-jgoveraiag body 
re English dubs another 
iFA pip place, bringing 
i total up to four, the 1994/ 
campaign was over. 
Turkish club Trabonzons- 
r, down to ten men, drew 
1 on aggregate with Villa, 
J Spain's Athletic Bilbao 
iw ‘3-3 overall with New- 
tle United. 

\dded td -Blackburn Rov- 
’ loss <6 Swedish part- 
iers Trdlleborgs in the first 
ind, it completed a black 
mam'ent'for English foot- 
l. : '*;■ 

/ilia went dear and level- 
tbeir tift- overall through 
lian Atkinson with 13 mi- 
es left and it began to look 
hough iC would oe enough 
ake thepi into extra-time 
inst opponents who had 
reder Ogun sent off for a 
berate ruin d- ball. 

:ut they suffered a lapse in 
centra tion in the dying 
inds and Abdullah's cor- 
was headed by Cengiz for 
ian to pounce and hook 

ball into the roof of the 

■ 

■ 

: proved crucial — 
ough - Enhiogu scored 
n for Villa with the last 
of the match, 
couple of dozen Turkish 
came on to the pitch to 
brate with their players 



Obmpque’s midfielder Jean Marc Ferreri (L) passes FC Sion’s Raphael Wicky in their UEFA Cup match Tuesday 
fAFP photo) 


and at least one was attacked 
by a Villa supporter, who ran 
from the other end. 

The club were fined 12,000 
pounds by UEFA when a 
similar invasion followed 
■their first-round victory over 
Inter Milan, and they are 
certain to be punished again. 

Athletic Bilbao’s 1-0 win in 
front of 47,000 fans in the 
Basque capital was enough to 
end Newcastle's European 
dream. 

1 But the spadework had 
been done at St. James Park 
in the first leg, when the 
Spaniards pulled back two 
late goals after trailing 3-0. 

The result proved a week is 
a long time in football. High- 
flying Newcastle also lost 
their unbeaten English Pre- 


miership record against de- 
fending champions Manches- 
ter United Saturday. 

An error by Czech keeper 
Pavel Smicek undid a splen- 
did defensive performance to 
send Newcastle tumbling out. 

Midway through the 
second period, Victor Alkiza 
put Jose Ziganda away and 
the man who had started 
Bilbao's first leg revival shot 
under the Czech keeper from 
14 yards. 

Newcastle's defeat should 
have been heavier, with Bil- 
bao awarded a penalty five 
minutes from time when John 
Beresford brought down the 
breaking S nances. 

But Caritano’s spot kick 
hit the bar and although he 
buried the rebound in the 


net, the goal was ruled out 
because he had struck the 
ball twice without another 
player touching it. 

Another Spanish ciub,t 
Real Madrid, swept into the 
third round with a 4-0 home 
win over Dynamo Moscow. 

Real, who drew 2-2 last 
month, beat the Russians 
with a late flurry of goals 
after a scoreless first half. 

Chilean international strik- 
er Ivan Zamorano opened 
the scoring early in the 
second half and Argentina's 
Fernando Redondo made it 
2-0 with a quarter of an boor 
to go. 

Victory was sealed with 
two goals in the final two 
minutes from newcomer 


Dani Garcia, a 20-year-old 
from Real's reserves who 
came on as a second-half 
substitute. 

Swedish part-timers Trelle- 
borgs, who toppled Eng- 
land’s Blackburn Rovers in 
the previous round, were 
within seconds of extra-time 
and a possible penalty shoot- 
out against Lazio. 

But after ISO minutes of 
goalless football, Croatian 
Alen Boksic, Lazio's signing 
from cash-strapped Olympi- 
que Marseille, scored in the 
final seconds. 

Nicolas Ouedec performed 
the same task for Nantes, 
scoring both goals as the 
French team beat Tekstilshik 
Kamyshin 2-1 in the Moscow 
mud for a 4-1 overall win. 


Jordan Soccer Roundup 

■ . 

Wihdat meet Ramtha 

i 

as tenth week kicks off 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Leaders Al 
Wihdat face Al Ramtha 
while second placed Al 
Hussein clash with Al 
Jazireh when the tenth 
week of {be First Division 
Soccer Championship kicks 
off Thursday. 

The results of these 
matches mil be very crucial 
with only one more week 
remaining for the conclu- 
sion of the first leg of the 
prestigious 12-team com- 
petition. 

During the past week, Al 
Wibdat's 16 point lead was 
narrowed down to one 
point after their goalless 
draw against Al Ahb, while 
Al Hussein trailed closely 
behind with 15, and Al 
Faisali, Al Ramtha and Al 
Jazireh tied with 13 points 
in the overall standings. 


Titieholders Al Faisali 
who are in third place on 
goal difference will meet 
6th placed newcomers 
Kufrsoum, while the last 
two teams, Al Jeel and Al 
Karmel. will both be 
targetting a win to improve 
their scoring record and 
standing. 

Meanwhile, 9th placed 
Al Qadissieh, a top five 
team last season, will meet 
10th placed newcomers 
Shabab Al Hussein hoping 
that their new coach will 
uplift their faltering form, 
as Al Ahli and Al Arabi, 
both searching for a half- 
way position, will dash in 
another of this week's 
matches. ' 

Al Hussein are still the 
best scoring team with 29 
goals followed by Al Faisali 
with only 19, while Al 
Wihdat remained the only 
unbeaten team so far. 


although they have a low 
scoring recora at 11-2.- 

On the other hand, Al 
Karmel and Al Jeel still 
have the worst scoring re- 
cord at 4-22, and are also 
file only teams not to have 
scored a win so Jar." 

Al Ramtfaa’s Mouaffaq 
Abu Hdeib became the top 
scorer of the league with 8 
goals after scoring two of 
his team’s goals against Al 
Qadissieh. 

He is now followed by Al 
Faisali' s Jiryes Tadros and 
Kufrsoum’s Murad Hassan 
share third place with 6 
goals each. 

Only 12 goals were 
scored during the past 
week — the lowest number 
since this year’s competi- 
tion kicked off Aug. 31 — 
compared to the highest 
numbeT of 22 in the seventh 
week. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR 5MRF 1 TANNAH HFtSCH 
DON’T PLAT BY SLOGANS — THINK] 


Neither vulnerable. South 
NORTH 
*942 
? J6S 
O KQ4 
+ QJ94 

WEST EAST 

* K75 *3 

7973 7 A K 10 8 4 2 

0 9832 0AJ10 

*10 83 *762 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 10 8 6 

0 7 65 

* AS G 


The bidding: 
Sooth West 

1 6 Pan 

2 * 


North 
1 NT 

3 # 


n 


4 * 

Opening teed: Three of S? 

Those wo n de rfu l bridge BUltiinR 
are fine for most situations you en- 
counter. However, they 'aft general- 
ities and diets ere exceptions to eQ 
of thgy* Consider this hnwH 

Sooth's spade rebid almost surely 
premised a six-card suit* so with a 
numninip no-trump response and 
three-card sopport North ventured 
a raise. South had more than 
enough to cany on to game. 

In the modem style West led low 
from three cards in Parmer’s suit 
and East won the king. The old ad- 
age saym "Lead through strength up 
to wwiknesa" If Enrt returns a 
trump. West can win the king and 
shift to a diamond, bat the ace of 
that suit will be the third and last 


trick for the defenders. As soon as 
declarer gains the lead, trumps wiB 
be drawn and declarer will discard a 
diamond on the fourth dub— and 
10 tricks are in the bank. 

Now let's suppo se Bast applies 
lope to the pley at trick two. Obvi- 
ously, West cannot be counted on 
for more than one trick, so East has 
to produce three if the contact is to 
be eat Since the heart suit, has yield- 
ed its one and only trick, two most 

COme from srruA tirm Jj gf 

the essence. 

At trick two. East mas t shift to 
die jack or ten of diamonds, taken in 
dummy. Now w h en West gains the 
lead with the king of spades. West 
can revert to diamonds and the de- 
fondazs collect two tricks m the suit 
to defeat the game. 


tich, Edberg crash at Paris Open 


LIS (AFP) — Michael 
i and Stefan Edberg disc- 
ed Tuesday that there is 
ich thing as an easy ride, 
in the first round, when 
are playing in one of the 
J's richest tournaments, 
ith players crashed badly 
eiT first matches on the 
um court inside the 
■walled Bercy Stadium 
ie south east of the 
dt capital. 

ch, the third-seed for the 
million French Indoor 
i and hungry for points 
lalify for next month's 
light-player ATP World 
lpionships in Frankfurt, 
nade to look less than 
ary by French newcom- 
Dnel Roux and surren- 
3-6, 4-6. 

i Edberg, seeded fifth, 
once- again against 
i rival Petr Korda, going 
6-4. 1-6, 4-6 — his fifth 
i ttye 1992 French Open 
r-up in eight meetings, 
h never looked com- 
le against the 2l-year- 
-i Id-card entry from 
who,, wearing his cap 
to. front in Goellner 
.vent for his strokes and 
d ho respect for his 
ent's status. 
va£ the 73rd ranked 
i second win in as many 
Op Monday he put 
■r -German player — 
n Braasch. 

defeat means that 
vil| now need a sharp 
nance in next week's 
icial tournament of the 
in-. Antwerp if he is to 
j berth at Frankfurt, 
an only four players 
iade sure they will be 
pan in the season- 
finale — Pete Sam- 
ioran Ivanisevic, Sei^i 
lei? and Boris Becker, 
mi still do it," said a 
Stich .after his defeat. 
i& still one touma- 
* go. I need a couple of 
id I shall need to play 
there than I did here 
-ur. if I don't make the 
' it's unfortunate, but 
ive with it." 

’s normally impecc- 
w- volleying and big 



- * 
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Frenchman Lionel Roux returns the ball to Germany’s Michael Stich during their encoun- 
ter at the Paris Open (AFP photo) 


serving was clearly hampered 
by the surface, which he said 
was "slower than expected." 

“The first serves still come 
through pretty quick but you 
have to play close to the lines 
to win points." 

Stich said Roux, who 
reached today's match by 
beating another German 
Karsten Braasch, had shown 
few weaknesses. 

"He played solid all round, 
hit the ball hard, and was 
very quick around the court," 
he said. 

Roux, surprisingly -calm af- 
ter his triumph and the sort of 
player France's newly- 
appoinled Davis Cup captain 
Yannick Noah may be look- 
ing to for in his quest to 
restore French success in the 
competition, said: "Obvious- 
ly I'm delighted I won, but I 
didn't throw my racket after 
the final point. You don't do 
■that in a second round match 
al Bercy. You do thar when 
you win the tournament." 

Edberg. who won the 
event in 1990, started well 
but then went off the boil 
against a player who only 
recently returned to the tour 
from a lay-off after suffering 
hip and groin injuries at Ro- 


land Garros in May. 

The Swedish* player’s 
second serves were too 
vulnerable to Korda's blister- 
ing returns. 

Stich and Edberg were not 
the only favourites to be 
beaten. 

Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa, tenth seed and winner 
of three tournaments since 
the United States Open, went 
down in straight-sets to 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline. 

Pioline clearly determined 
to salvage something after a 
disastrous season in which he 
has slumped from tenth to 
43rd in the world rankings, 
notched up a‘6-4. 6-4 success. 

And Swedish dejection af- 
ter Ed berg’s early loss just a 
few week's before the Davis 
Cup final against Russia in 
St. Peters berg was compen- 
sated. up to a point, by 
another excellent perform- 


ance by team-mate Magnus 
Larsson. 

The French Open semi- 
finalist continued his recent 
revival by recovering to out- 
slog Austria's 15th seed Tho- 
mas Muster 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 
(7/3). 7-5 in a two and a half 
hour marathon. 

Eighth-seed Andre Agassi, 
another player hoping to 
qualify for the ATP finals, 
had to work hard not to join 
the exodus of favourites. 
The reigning United States 
Open- champion dropped a 
set and had to work hard ro 
come through to the last six- 
teen againsT stubborn Austra- 
lian Jason Stoltenberg. 

Agassi, who is seeded to 

S lay world number-one Pete 
ampras in the quarter-finals 
and who needs to reach the 
semi-finals here to make sure 
of a place in Frankfurt. 


nerican Women of Amman 

(A.W.A.) 

ieral meeting, Nov. 7 from 4:00 
at the Marriott. 

(We will have elections 
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LA FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

' deluxe furnished villa in Abdoun for rent. 

ested please call 815941, available 
sday, Saturday and Monday 3, 5, 7 
■fiber 1994, 

*droom fombhed apartment also for rent. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
WITH DELUXE FURNITURE 

Located behind Regency Palace Hofei. Consisting of 3 
bedrooms, salon, guestroom, dining room, 2 bathrooms, 2 
verandas, central heating. 

Call tel.: 679732 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor with private entrance and garage in two floor 
private buildings located in west Shmeisani. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms including master, sitting, dining & 
living room (L-shape), kitchen with full utensil. 

Separate central heating, telephone. 

For more details please contact 690042 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment with two 
bedrooms, plus telephone. 
Abdoun area. 

Te!.: 814851 
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placing and compacting of 
as marl core and sand filters. 


Hashemite Kihgdom of 

Arab Potash Company Limited 

Invitation for contractors to tender for construction of pan C4 and 

dike raising 

contract No. APC/67/94 

Suitably qualified and experienced contractors, equivalent to the Grade 1 co ntractors 
according to the Ministry of Works c lassification. Jn the fie.lds of earthrinoving and road 
construction, are invited to bid for the above works being implemented by the Arab 
Potash Company as part of the expansion of the Solar Evaporation System at Safi in the 
Southern Basin of the Dead Sea. 

■ ■ • — 

1. The Project Description 

(a) Construction of new dike 1 0 to complete Pan C4. This is located south of carnallite 
Pan C3 and west the Potash Refinery. 

(b) Raising of existing dike 9. 

(c) Raising of existing dike 5 (Optional). 

The work will require the excavation, transport, 
approximately 1.75 million cubic metres of gravei 
Haul distance will vary from 4 to 30 km. 

The contract period will be less than two years and starts approximately April/May 
1 995 and will be implemented at the same time as other work being carried out by 
APC. 

2. Conditions of Contract. 

The conditions of contract are based on Part 1 of the Conditions of Contract for Works 
of Civil Engineering Construction,” Fourth Edition 1987, prepared by the Federation 
Internationale des Ingenieurs. Conseiis (FIDIC) and include Par 2, conditions of 
particular application. Jordanian law will apply to the contract. 

m 

3. Tender Documents. 

Tender documents are available from the company main office — Shemisani/ 
Amman from 8/1 1/1 994, till 1/12/1994 against a non refundable payment of JD 700. 

Tenderers will be required to submit their offers in three envelopes, the first 
containing a tender guarantee in the amount of JD 100,000, the second containing 
details of their experience by completing a separate volume comprising a post 
qualification questionnaire, and the third containing the financial offer.' Any tender not 
accompanied by a tender guarantee will be considered: 

Only tenderers who have demonstrated adequate prior experience of similar works 
will have the envelopes containing their financial offers opened and evaluated. 
Tenderers who are deemed to have insufficient experience,, will have their financial 
offers returned unopened. 

■ " n ■ 

■ 

Closing date for the submission of tenders to the Amman, Shmeisani offices of the 
Arab Potash Company .is 12:00 noon on 22 December 1994 and any tenders 
received after that time will not be considered. 

For more information, contact the Civil Works Manager at site: 

Tel. 3, 377121, 377122 or 377123. 

Fax: 3, 377125 or 377131 

■ 

Suleiman Hawari 
Managing Director. 1 
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Australia jockey Wayne Harris crosses the finish line on Irish-bred galloper Jetwe to win 
the SI .46m Melbourne Cup Tuesday lAFP) 
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Everton enjoy first win of season 
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LONDON (AFP) — Ever- 
ton's search for their first 
premiership victory of the 
season came to a welcome 
end Tuesday night with a 1-0 
victory over West Ham. 

Gary Ablett's second-half 
winner, his second of the 
season but only the fifth 
league goal of his career, will 
have eased the pressure on 
his under-fire manager Mike 
Walker. 

But this much-needed first 
victory in 15 league and cup 
games, following the draw 
with Arsenal, ■ still leaves 
Walker's men rooted to the 
bottom of the division. 

Albert's vital match-winner 
came 10 minutes after the 
break as he rushed in at the 
back post to head into the 
roof of the neLafter Matthew 
Jackson bad'flicked on an Ian 
Durrant comer. 

But with two difficult away 
games against his old dub 
Norwich and Mersey rivals 
Liverpool coining up Walker 
will be feeling far from cer- 
tain about his future. 

Walker's mood would not 
have been helped beforehand 
with the news that former 
Everton favourite. Howard 
.Kendall, had quit his Greek 
dub Xanthi, though chief ex- 
ecutive Jbn Greenwood was 
quick to rubbish speculation 
it was die prelude for his 
return to Goodison Park. 
Struggling Ipswich ended a 


H 
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six-game, losing run in con- 
vincing fashion with a com; 
forrable 2-0 victory over 
Leeds. 

John Lvall's team, moved 
tip a place to third bottom of 
the Premiership table thanks 
to goals from Steve Sedgley 
and Geraint Williams — his 
first for the club — and their 
first dean sheet in 15 gamo. 

Sedgley, a 1 million p 
summer signing, opener .. j 
scoring after Uruguo>jn 

■p > ■> e ♦, • 

■ ■ « • 

^ : . k ■■ 

Bulls bid 

- * r *. - ■ 
f » V * • •• 

farewell 

71 i - m 4 . 4 

to Jordan 

_«- ^7 -. ■ 
j t 

-M m m m - w m “ ■ 

• ■ a 

CHICAGO (AP) — With a 
bronze statue unveiled out- 
side the stadium and a No. 23 
jersey raised to the rooftop. 
Chicago said farewell Tues- 
day night to the best basket - 
ban player this city — and the 
i pwt — has known. 






For two houi*. teammates, 
opponents, fans, former 
coaches, entertainers and 
family celebrated and lauded 
not only Michael Jordan's 
basketball career but also his 
life. 


It was glitzy. It was madc- 
for-TV, It was loud. Thcv 
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saluted the man who led the 
Chicago Bulls to three 
straight championships be- 
fore taking earlay retirement 
13 months ago. ‘ 

Jordan's highlights — an 
NCAA championship, two 
Otympw gold medals, three 
MVPs in the regular season 
and three in the NBA finals 

Bob Knight, who coached 
Jordan oh the 19$4 Olympic 
Kant, said Jordan might have 
been more than the best bas- 
ketball player to step on the 
court with his acrobatic 
moves and incomparable 
assortment of dunks. 

Jordan’s No. 23. known 
worldwide on athletic apparel 
that lias helped make him a 
multimillionaire, was retired. 
Jordan ended the ceremony 
by housing it to the ceiling 
38 his three children stood bv . 


I 


Adrian Paz had combined 
well with Dane Claus Thom- 
sen. 

Skipper Williams, scoreless 
since joining Ipswich from 


Derby over two years ago, 
made die wait worthwhile as 
he swept home Bontcho 
Guentchev's pass to secure 
victory. 


Premier division standings 


P W D L GF GA Pts. 


Newcastle 

12 

9 

2 

1 

29 

12 

29 

Nottingham Forest 

12 

8 

3 

1 

25 

13 

27 

Manchester United 

12 

S 

1 

3 

21 

9 

25 

Blackboni 

12 

7 

3 

2 

25 

12 

24 

Liverpool 

12 

7 

2 

3 

28 

13 

23 

Leeds 

13 

6 

3 

4 

18 

15 

21 

Chelsea 

11 

6 

1 

4 

21 

14 

19 

Norwich 

12 

5 

4 

3 

12 

11 

19 

Manchester City 

12 

5 

3 

4 

21 

17 

18 

Arsenal 

12 

5 

3 

4 

17 

13 

18 

Tottenham 

12 

5 

2 

5 

21 

24 

17 

Southampton 

12 

4 

3 

5 

IS 

22 

15 

Coventry 

12 

4 

3 

5 

14 

20 

15 

West Ham 

13 

4 

2 

7 

S 

15 

14 

Queen’s Park Rangers 13 

3 

4 

6 

19 

23 

13 

Sheffield Wednesday 

12 

3 

4 

5 

15 

21 

13 

Crystal Palace 

12 

3 

4 

5 

8 

14 

13 

Wimbledon 

12 

3 

3 

6 

9 

18 

12 

Aston Villa 

12 

2 

4 

6 

11 

1$ 

10 

Ipswich 

13 

3 

1 

9 

13 

24 

10 

Leicester 

12 

2 

3 

7 

14 

24 

9 

Everton 

13 

I 

4 

8 

9 

24 

7 


Note: Tottenham to be deducted 6 points at the end of the 
season due to financial irregularities. 


FOR BENT 


3 Bedroom Apartment^ 165 SQM. area 
First floor beside Middle East School ] 
Shmisani Hospital. 


FOR RENT 


Two-bedroom furnished apartment, lower floor of a 
villa, with central heating, garage, garden, and 
telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Please call Tel. 606224, 663252 


Nouroz Restaurant 

for 

Pizza, Oriental Cuisine, Fillets & Steaks. 

Conveniently located at the Third Circle round- 
about, opposite the Ministry of Information. 


Music, relaxing atmosphere 


and value for money. 
Open daily: Tel. 642830 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The American Embassy in Amman announces 
that starting from November 6, 1994, all appli- 
cants tor non-immigrant visas must pay the visa 
processing fee of 20 United States dollars or 14 
Jordanian dinars per application in exact 
change. The non-immigrant visa cashier will be 
prohibited from making change for non- 
immigrant visa processing fees. We regret any 
inconvenience this may cause. . 


I THE BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR 
’ Is Regularly Open Now ^ 


20*a discount to all diplomatic missions 

SPECIAL PRICES Wi! - L>e ot’pred or. a -.c-'v 'a-c i~c. 

hanocratis oodca.n arc onrntai rugs. Ca^pe’i 
r.j.sss. cooper silver jeweHcrv. embroidery arsa a . 
eras of cj’fis a no souvenirs Cards are welcome. 
LOCATED Next to the American School Soya Auto- 
motOe Club-Street near Ch.ti Ho,;se Resta^a"" 

Tel.: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p m. 

N.B.:-Cotour !e!ev;s;crt. S svi’O'n H;iach; V;0co . r. 
i.e'Te recorder VMS JVC Camera viceo Co c-^n 
Graetc ECP SALE. 


at •ttr’ 


- W k « 




Ahli target third consecutive title 




1st Division Basketball Championship begins today 
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By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan 77mes 

AMMAN — Titleholders 
A1 Ahli will be targetting 
their third consecutive 1st 
Division Basketball Cham- 
pionship crown when the 
Kingdom's premier basket- 
ball competition begins 
Thursday. 

For the first time, this 
year's competition includes 
seven teams: AJ Ahli. for- 
mer champions A1 Ortho- 
dox], A] Jazireh. AJ Jalil, 
A1 Watani. A1 Hussein and 
Homentmen. 

Most experts of the game 
conclude that the prepara- 
tions and form of partici- 
pating teams vary so much 
that it will be difficult to 
determine most standings, 
unlike other years when at 
least the top two places 
were undisputedly reserved 
for Al Ahli and A1 Ortho- 
dox!. 

This season may bring 
about a surprising turn of 
results. However, one fact 
seems to be quite clear — 
Al Ahli are well-prepared 
to retain their precious 
crown for one more year. 

In an effort to upgrade, 
the standard of competition. 

Jordan Basketball Fed- 
jrution (JBF) last year 
| , ^..-moted only one team 
] j from me Second Division 
instead of the usual two. 
making the number of com- 
peting teams seven for the 
first time. However, this 
year two teams will be rele- 
gated. and only one will be 
promoted, reducing the 
number to sit as of next 
season. 

Therefore, 1994 marks a 
turning point in the First 
Division and adds more 


competition and flavour 
not only to the lop teams 
but also to the rest who will 
be fighting to stay among 
the prestigious group. 

Here’s an analysis of the 
status of partici pating 


Al Ahli 


The Al Ahli camp has 
had the most consistent and 
serious training season with 
over 18 top players taking 
part. These include all-time 
stars Marwan Ma’touq, 
Samir Murqus, Yousef 
Zaghloul. Naser Bushna 
and an abundant lineup 


3 


younger, energetic players 
like Marwan Al Sa’eedi. 


Walid Badran, Mohammad 
and Taimour Shaxnali, Zeid 
Alkhas, and many others 
who are determined to hold 
on to the championship for 
years to come. 

The team had very posi- 
tive results in matches 
against top teams in Roma- 
nia during the summer, and 
are led by their Russian 
coach Alexander Sasha 
who was instrumental in 
altering Al Abli’s style that 
enabled them to clinch the 
title away from Al Ortho- 
dox! in 1990 and win it 
again in 1992 and 1993. 
Last vear Al Ahli beat Al 
Orthodoxi 75-69 and 70-60 
to clinch the title. 

Al Orthodoxi 


was not prepared to take 
charge. 

Al Orthodoxi, who had 
an undisputed reign on the 
country's basketball scene 
from 1976-1989, mainly de- 
pended on the in dividual 
efforts of top players, espe- 
cially Murad Barakat. Thus 
the team lost ground to 
their all-time rivals after 
Barakat lost form starting 
three years ago and quit the 
team last year. 

Barakat is now coaching 
the team, hoping that his 
players will at least firmly 
hold on to runner-up 
tion until they are rea 
reclaim their crown. 

Al Orthodoxi will have 
to put up a great fight iif 


the recruiting of Naser 
Alawneh from Al Hussetn. 
Alawneh will be in- 
strumental in assisting 
teammates Ghaith Ennabi, 
Yousef Abu Baker, Anwar 
Haddad, Husain Lutfi and 
Ma’an Odeh. 

Al Jalil 




posi 
idy to 


order to do just that, facing 

U 


The former champions 
who ioit wt n the title in 
1991 are in an unenviable 
form. 

Al Orthodoxi are now in 
a transitional phase where 
many experienced older 
players have quit the team 
while their younger lineup 


ambitious contenders Al 
Jazireh and Al Jalil — both 
aiming to advance their 
usual third and fourth 
placed standings. 

Al Orthodoxi will be led 
by Hilal Barakat and a 
young lineup of players in- 
cluding Jihad Saliba, Mun- 
taser Abul Tayyeb, Ziyad 
Al Nabulsi and Mudar 
Barakat. 

Al Jazireh 

One of the most ambi- 
tious teams in the country, 
Al Jazireh has in recent 
years become a strong con- 
tender for most of the 
Kingdom’s basketball ti- 
tles. 

This year, Al Jazireh will 
be aiming to dinch second 
place from Al Orthodoxi, 
but will have to subdue Al 
Jalil’s ambitions for a top 
standing. 

Al Jazireh include some 
of the best of the country's 
young players. They will 
also greatly benefit from 


Al Jalil have mostly 
maintained a third or 
fourth placed standing dur- 
ing recent years. However, 
their coach has recently 
asserted that they have had 
a three-month-long train- 
ing programme and that 
they were eyeing more than 
third place this season. 

The team has a good 
lineup of players inluding 
His ham Al Barbari, Ra'ed 
Jaber. Omar Abdul Majid, 
while Mohammad Abu 
Dheis is back on the team 
together with new recruit 
Naser Bassam. 

Al Watani 


ceptional players — Naser. 
Alawneh to Al Jazireh and. ‘ ’ 
Naser Bassam to Al Jalil.' 

This year the team. 1 *is^ 
faced with the grim pros- 
pect of relegation for tbe~ 
first time. 

In order to avert that,“AJ.. 
Hussein will have to bear 4 
Homentmen and Al Wata-' 
ni or Al Jalil to secure their- 
place. 
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Al Hussein have therea t 
fore been training seriously V 
and had a series of prepaba-^ 
toiy matches. 

The team includes MuS- 1 
tafa Al Kofahi. Hadi 'a£ 


Sayes, Sami Hasan ancL a~i .p . 


young lineup of players..;: 

Homen 


ten 


4.. il 


Al Watani managed to 
finish fifth last season after 
overcoming usual fifth 
place holders Al Hussein. 

However, they have the 
best opportunity to adv- 
ance their standing this 
year as they will be led by 
experience J Iraqi coach 
Mohammad Al -ijar who 
was formerly at Al Ortho- 
dox!. 


Homentmen have stnog-j. 
gled for the past decad^ > 
trying to gain a firm place pbu 
in the First Division, lurt, 
these efforts have so .far 
failed mainly due to J GjI 
lack of substitutes arid “ ’ 
younger age-groups to ip*,. 
place older players as they " 
quit the game. , 7 V 

Last year Homentmfiri 
overcame Al Abassi and* Al - 
Yarmouk to win ffie’” 
Second Division title and-' 
return once again to the' 
first division. 
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The team includes an 
ambitious lineup includ- 
ing Nadim Nahhas, Ihab 
Safri, Fans Dahabreb and 
Marwan Omar 


aa 


If 


Al Hussein 


Not only did Al Hussein 
lose fifth place to Al Wata- 
ni last year, they also lost 
the contribution of two ex- 


However, the team 6^; -,‘LL 
gan serious preparations- 
late and are therefore nori/ 
expected to be able po',” “ 
avoid relegation again. 

The team includes Sevan' 
Sarkissian. Vazken Aje- , 
mi an, Robert Chatmajiap, 
Vicken Avakian, and bril- 
liant centre Ala' Abu. 
Rahmeh who was one of 
the best players in the 
Kingdom’s Under-22" 
Championship. 
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Navratilova struggles to victory 


> 
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OAKLAND (AFP) — Mar- 
keta Kochta lived a dream 
Tuesday by playing her idol 
Martina Navratilova for the 
first time. 

But the German's long- 
awaited opportunity ended in 
tears after a costlv third-set 
mistake led to a Heartbreak- 
ing defeat. 

Navratilova rallied for a 
4-6, 6-2. 6-3 triumph in the 
second round of a WOO.OOChJollar 


match, a tuneap for Navrati- 
lova's tareweu tournament in 
two weeks. 

"It has been a long time 
since I have had an easy 
match," Navratilova said. 
"Everything is three sets 
these days." 

Kochta. 19, only entered 
the event so she would have a 
chance to play Navratilova, a 
player she adored as a youth 
after defecting from Czechos- 
lovakia as a seven-vear-old. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

1 . Consisis of salon, dining room. 2 bedrooms, with 
indoor and cuicoor gardens, central heating 
private telephony, ground floor, located in an 
excellent and quite district 

2. We also have another flat and small roof at the 
same site 

Location: Shmeisani, near the Yugoslav t, 3 s^/ 

Tel: 661658 


Navratilova left Czechoslova- 
kia as a teenager for the 
United States. 

"Martina was my idol and I 
always wanted to play her," 
Kochta said. 

"I’m her hero and she 
almost whipped my bun. 
Thai’s some respect for your 
elders." 

At 39, Navratilova has won 
20 million dollars and domin- 
ated the bport. But she now 
ranks fifth and finds her 
brightest moments behind 

Navratilova was preparing 
to play next week in Phi- 
ladelphia had she lost. Unfor- 
tunately for her, the thought 
.■ame while play was in prog- 
ress. 

“I was thinking if I lost, I 
was going to Philadelphia. I 
thought that in the middle of 


a point,’’ Navratilova said. ‘‘I 
started screaming at myself. 
*Why are you doing that in 


the middle of a point.’ I got 
past that and didn't lose 
another game after that.’’ 


CAR FOR SALE (DUTY UNPAID) 


MERCURY 1988 Sable — automatic, very low mileage 
38,0 00 only. Colour metalic brown, fully, loaded. With 

'^rcqnditionerr' Jjr ' 

Price JD 7000 or nearest offer. 

Please, contact ex U.N.-staff member 
telephone Noj 815669 
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A FURNISHED FLAT IN JABAL 
AMMAN FOR RENT 


A fully furnished flat in a small quiet building, located in 
Jabal Amman. 6th Circle. Swefieh. Consists of three 
bedrooms, salon, sitting room, veranda, telephone andt^ 
separate heating. 

Contact Tel.: 810681 
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FOR RENT IN ABDOON 


Mast luxury ground floor, with a beautiful carden & 
swimming pool. 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, maids room. 
. Fully equipped kitchen, spacious reception area. In- 
dependent Central heating. Air Conditioning, tele- 
phone. car park, superb location near Chilean Embassy. 


kindly contact Tel. 82839 1 


WANTED 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS 


An International Commercial Banking Organising is 
seeking to employ young Jordanians in Jordan (with 
possible relocation in one to three years), for 
positions as JUNIOR EXECUTIVE STAFF. 


The applicant should have: 

-A university degree (business, economics, & 
accounting courses preferable but not necessary). 

-Graduation cate between 1989 to 1994. 

- A strong academic performance is a must. 
-Fluency in English, with good writing ability. 


Applications along with a current Curriculum Vitae, 
& a passport size photo should be mailed by 
November 15th. 1994, to the following address: 
Career Opportunity. 


P.O.Box 5055 
Amman 11163, Jordan 
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THE HANDICRAFT SHOP,- 
OF THE JORDAN DESIGN & TRADE CENTRE ' 1 
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▼ ■ THE JORDAN DESIGN AND TRADE CENTRE 

/ ,* 

^ Noor Al-Huisein Foundation 

Oj 'he Wa .i Saqra Read 
Between Safeway dc K:ng Abdullah Gardens 
Open SjL-Tfaurs^ 9 : 0(1 a.m-- 7 :C < J p.zzL , d- 6^9141 / 699142 ^ 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 


Tel.: 609238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 



Leslie Nielsen & Priscilla Presley 

in 


Naked Gun 33 1/3 
The Final Insult 


.: t’ 




Lorenzo Lanas — in 

SWORDS MAN 


Showv 12:^1 3-3U. ? .m. 6:3«. *. .h 


(Arabic) 

Shc^-s: I2JG. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:3<J 

CONCORD “2” 


Shows: 3 : 1 5. 5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Presents 

“Water is a Gift of Life” 


A tami^r anti children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abul Ragheb 

Daily at 10 & m. 

For reservations ca:l tel.: 

618274 - 618275 


Tel.: 675571 

•bil Al Mashini Theatre 


Today & Everyday 

Abi. Awwad in social com 

edy 

“PUNCTUR 
BAG” 

Ine 2 :er c;cse 
Sunaay sne V.onday 


Nabil & Hisbun's 

AHL/tN 


Tel.: 625155 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

At Sa^am Ya Saiga 

Dally at 8^0 pjn. 

Saturday * fit Is 
theatres .^nua;. 
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Rabin questions use of small settlements 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin called 
into question Wednesday the usefulness of small Israeli 
settlements on occupied Arab land such as in Hebron 
which require thousands of troops to protect them. “In 
Hebron, 80,000-100,000 Palestinians, 450 Israelis,” Mr. 
Rabin told members of the United Jewish Appeal, an 
international fund-raising organisation. “And to protein 
them we need three battalions all the time," Mr. Rabin 
said. An Israeli battalion is made up of about 300 soldiers. 
“They don’t protect us — we have to protect them,” Mr. 
Rabin noted, in a swipe at the frequent claim drat the 
settlements add to Israel’s security, “we consider it was a 
major mistake to disperse settlements of 15, 30, 80 families, 
that we need now the bulk of our regular army for their 
protection," he said. More than 120,000 Israelis have 
settled since 1967 in some 130 settlements on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. “In the West Bank there are twice as 
many Israeli soldiers as in Lebanaon,” he said. According 
to reports from Lebanon, Israel has about 1,000 troops 
stationed in its “security zone" in southern Lebanon, 
although the figure can rise during tense periods. Israel also 
maintains a Lebanese militia of some 3,000 men. 


Israel ordered to put women into top jobs 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s high court has ordered the 
government to appoint three women to die boards of two 
state-run companies in a precedent bailed by women’s 
groups. Israel’s Women's Network had petitioned the court 
based on a 1993 “affirmative action" law under which both 
sexes must be appropriately represented on the board of 
government companies “as far as possible." In a written 
ruling published Wednesday, the court cancelled ministe- 
rial appointments of men to two positions on the board of 
Israel Oil Refineries and one at the Ports and Railways 
Authority. The court noted that the law did not call for 
quotas of women but said appropriate representation 
would be equal numbers. Trade and Industry Minister 
Micha Harish argued be had appointed tire best candidates, 
but the court said women' should be appointed provided 
they were sufficiently qualified. Sr me 75 senior ministry 
officials who are women had not ev? j been considered by 
the ministry. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's advisor on 
women's issues released a statement “praising" the ruling. 


Immigration to Israel increases 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The number of immigrants arriving- 
in Israel jumped 21 per cent in October compared with die 
same period of last year, the government announced 
Wednesday. The increase reversed the negative trend of 
most of the year and pushed the 10-month total arrivals to 


65.200, or three per cent more than for the same period of 
1993. the absorption ministry said. Some 7,000 of the 
8,100 who came to Israel last month were from the former 
Soviet Union. More than 500,000 people have emigrated to 
the Jewish state from the ex-Soviet empire smce the 
Kremlin opened the floodgates in late 1989, although about 
five per cent have left for a better life elsewhere. 


Netherlands to open office in Jericho 



THE HAGUE (AFP) — The Netherlands said Tuesday it 
would soon open a diplomatic mission in the autonomous 
town of Jericho in the West Bank. The foreign ministry said 
the decision stemmed from an increase in Dutch activities 
in Jericho and also the autonomous Gaza Strip following 
toe implementation of the Palestinian self-rule accord, in 
May- The new mission will coordinate Dutch aid to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas and promote Dutch commercial 
interests. Until now these tasks had been the responsibility 
of the Dutch embassies in Tel Aviv and Cairo, the ministry 
said. 


Iranian former general released 



TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian authorities have released 
a former general and outspoken nationalist who was 
arrested Monday after having openly criticised the Islamic 
government, opiposition sources said Wednesday. Azizol- 
lah Amir-Rahimi, 75, was freed late Tuesday, they said, 
adding that the general bad been “mistreated during his 
24-bour detention. He wrote an open letter ot the 
authorities in September in which he condemned summary 
executions ordered by revolutionary courts and called for 
political reforms. He also urged the formation of a 
“national salvation government." Mr. Rahimi is known for 
his criticism of the way the government fought the 
1980-1988 war with Iraq. He was an outspoken opponent of 
the former regime and was jailed several times before the 
Islamic revolution toppled the Shah in 1979. The national- 


ist opposition has been tolerated but not officially recog- 
nised in Iran since the revolution. The Party of the Peooie 


ntsed in Iran since the revolution. The Party of the People 
of Iran, led by Daiyush Foruhar, is the main secular 
nationalist movement. 


Exiled Iranian singer says daughter arrested 



NICOSIA (AP) — A celebrated Iranian singer who 
recently left her country to join an Iranian opposition 
group said Wednesday authorities bad arrested a 41 -year- 
old daughter she left behind in Tehran. The singer, who 
goes by the single name of Marzieh, said in a statement that 
she recently learned that her daughter had been arrested 
and imprisoned three weeks ago by Iran's ruling clerics. 
She said her daughter, Hengameh Amini. who is married 
and has a 7-year-old daughter, “has committed no offence 
other than tier mother leaving the country to help liberate 
her compatriots and to sing the song of freedom by joining 
the ranks of’ the Mujaedeen-e-Khalq, an Iraq-based 
Iranian opposition group. Marzieh, whose full name is 
Ashraf-o-Sadate Mortezaie. arrived in Paris from Tehran 
in August. She vowed never to return as long as the Muslim 
clerics ruling Iran remained in power. 


Former Sudan commissioner to stand trial 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A former Sudanese provincial 
commissioner will stand trial Monday mi charges of 
embezzling public funds while in office, a Khartoum 
newspaper reported Wednesday. A1 Sudan A] Hadith daily 

ll £ S' ■ - _ _ £ m I /V i • p ■ 


said the former commissioner of A! Galabat province in 
east Sudan, Ali Abou&eh A1 Nihaila would appear before a 


special tribunal for allegedly embezzling 37 million 
Sudanese pounds (592,500). Mr. NthaQa was suspended 
from his position earlier this year pending an investigation. 
The paper said the investigation committee dropped a 
related charge against Mr. Nibaila’s sou but did not 
elaborate. 


Iran marks anniversary of embassy takeover 


NICOSIA (AP) — Waves of demonstrators shouting 
slogans against the United States protested outside the 
former U.S. embassy in Tehran Wednesday, marking the 
15th anniversary of its takeover by Iranian militants. 
Tehran Radio said the demonstrators converged on the 
embassy in downtown Tehran, shouting “Death to Amer- 
ica" and “Death to Israel." On Nov. 4. 1979. Iranian 
revolutionaries stormed the embassy and took 52 Amer- 
icans hostage for 444 days. Tehran Radio said Tuesday flue 
event “opened a glittering page in our -nation’s history.” 
The anniversary was being marked earlier to avoid the 
Muslim holiday on Friday. The radio gave no indication of 
the size of the crowd, but said “waves" of demonstrators 
bad thronged outside “America's former nest of spies,” as 
the compound is now called. It has been converted into a 
museum, displaying equipment and documents confiscated 
from the embassy. 


Lebanon to protest 


to U.N. over Israeli 


rejection of 425 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanon will protest to the 
United Nations soon over 
Israel's rejection of a U.N. 
resolution calling on it to 
withdraw from South Leba- 
non, a government official 
said here Wednesday. 

Israeli Prune Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Tuesday 
branded non-existent U.N. 
Resolution 425 of 1978 which 
calls for a total Israeli with- 
drawal from Lebanon, but he 
nonetheless outlined condi- 
tions for an Israeli pullout. 

The Lebanese official, who 
requested anonymity, told 
ArP Mr. Rabin’s remarks 
"revealed Israel’s inten- 
tions." 

-He said: “A peace agree- 
ment coukl only be achieved 
after a withdrawal in line with 
Resolution 425. 

“It is absolutely out of the 
question for us to consider a 
softer interpretation of this 
resolution." 

Lebanon would protest to 
the U.N. “in the next few 
days," he added. 

Mr. Rabin set three condi- 
tions for an Israeli pullout — 
satisfactory security arrange- 
ments, an association be- 
tween Israel’s Lebanese mili- 
tia and the official Lebanese 
army and a gradual imple- 
mentation of the agreement. 

His statement came a day 
after he described as ’in- 
teresting" Beirut's offer of a 
six-month ceasefire in return 
for a timetable for the with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from 
southern Lebanon. 

Lebanese President Elias 
Hr&wi announced Sunday he 


was ready to accept an Israeli 
initiative to set up a joint 
commission to negotiate a 
timetable for withdrawal 
from the 850-square- 
Idlometre “security zone!" 

Hizbollah guerrillas said 
they detonated a bomb inside 
Israel’s “security zone” in 
South Lebanon Wednesday, 
killing a member of the proxy 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia. 


Security officials confirmed 
e attack but did not say 


the attack but did not say 
whether there were any 
casualties. 


The group said the bomb 
blast took place as a SLA 
patrol was pacing by the 
village of Bourj. 

“The body, of a proferaeG 
agent was seen lying on the 
spot," said the Hizbollah 
statement. 

Tension has been high in 
South Lebanon for the past 
five days amid a flare-up of 
guerrilla attacks that left one 
Israeli soldier dead and six 
wounded Saturday, two SLA 
militiamen wounded Sunday 
and another SLA member 
wounded Tuesday. 

In video footage that 
shocked Israel, HuboDah 
fighters were shown overrun- 
ning an Israeli position in 
Lebanon and planting their 
flag on the outpost in Satur- 
day’s attack. 

The army said a number of 
Israeli soldiers * abandoned 
die post after coming under 
rocket fire. Mr. Rabin issued 
a rare public criticism of the 


(Continocd on png e 7) 


Bashir hot to enter 


race for presidency 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudanese military junta lead- 
er Omar Hassan Ai Bashir 
has declared that he will not 
stand in presidential elections 
due to be held in two years’ 
time at the latest, state televi- 
sion reported. 

General Bashir said in an 
interview he gave an Amer- 
ican writer who is preparing a 
book on Islam and politics, 
Milton Forster, that he will 
instead retire, the television 
said late Tuesday. 

Gen. Bashir took power in 
a bloodless coup in June 1989 
against the elected civilian 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Sadeq Al Mahdi by a- 
15-member council of army 
officers which resigned and 
named the junta leader presi- 
dent of the republic last year. 

The junta, backed by Isla- 
mic fundamentalists, dis- 
solved parliament and out- 
lawed all political parties, 
vowing that no such organisa- 
tions would be allowed in 
Sudan. 

It has opted for a Libyan- 
style popular congress system 
in which elections will be 
held on personal, rather than 
partisan, basis. 

Sucb congresses have so far 
been elected at village and 
district levels and it is plan- 
ned that assemblies (parlia- 
ments) for the 26 states will 
be elected before March ofi 
next year. 

Hie national assembly is to 
be elected in late 1995 or 
early 1996. before the elec- 
tions for the president and his 
deputy. 

Gen. Bashir said in the 
interview that upon comple- 
tion of establishing of the 

country's political system up 
to the national level, a leg- 
islative body would be . 
elected to draw op a permanent 
constitution based on Islamic 
Sharia law and Sudanese 
traditions and customs. 

Characteristics of this con- 
stitution have already been 
outlined in decrees issued 
during the past period, he 
noted, in obvious reference 
to Islamic laws currently in 


effect. 

Gen. Bashir said a current 
campaign against Sudan’s 
Islamic orientation was not 
unleashed by followers of 
other faiths but, rather, by 
political opponents, including 
leftist and sectarian elements 
of the dissolved opposition 


parties,.. . f . . 

i Rebels of the Sudan Peo- 


ple’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) have been fighting 


successive regimes in Khar- 
toum to end domination by 
the Islamic north of the main- 
ly Christian, and animist 
south. 

The regime claims it is 
flexible in implementation of 
the Sharia. 

Though the National Isla- 
-■ mic Front (NIF) has officially 
been banned along with other 
political parties, senior NIF 
officials nave been appointed 
to key posts, including min- 
isterial portfolios, while its 
rank and file have assumed 
major dvil service positions. 

Gen. Bashir has said Ms 
revolutionary government is 
ready to take in any person 
who supports its Islamic 
orientation regardless of his 
former political affiliation. 

A few members of other 
dissolved parties have joined 
the government. 

Diplomats in Khartoum 
said recently that Gen. 
Bashir had not given a dear 
indication of whether he 
would run for president. 

Nobody has yet come for- 
ward as a possible candidate 
but political observers said 
the National Islamic Front, 
headed by Hassan Ai Toura- 
bi, is expected to put up a 
candidate. 

Dr. Tourabi, a former uni- 
versity lecturer, is currently 
head of the Khartoum-based 
Popular Arab and Islamic 
Conference, a pan-Islamic 
movement, and has said he 
does not want to run for 
election. 

His deputy in the front, Ali 
Osman Mohammad Taha 
who is currently the minister 
of social planning,- may come 
forward as a candidate. 



Gorbachev convtetgl 
of slander 
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FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS: Divja, a potter’s sold in the market for Diwah teXival. 
daughter, pads the finidwng touches to earth- the lar gest festival in India, started 
cm lamp cups which her father moulded to be day (AFP photo) 


Hamas denies directing its operations 


in occupied territories from Jordan 


By Gfeadeer Taber 

Special to the Ionian Tunes 


AMMAN — A spokesman 
for the Islamic Resistance 


Movement, Hamas, on 
Wednesday denied Israeli 
charges that Ms Jordan-based 
office directs operations 
against Israeli targets and 
sends arms to the group in 
die occupied territories. 

Mohammad Nazzal, the 
representative of Hamas in 
Jordan, said: “We have no- 
thing to do with organising or 
funding any operations in the 
occupied territories." 

“We have an information 
office here and I am only a 
spokesman," Mr. Nazzal told 
the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. “We (Hamas) in Jordan 
are not involved in arming 
military - operations against 
Israeli targets or sending in- 
structions of any kind." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin reportedly said 
Tuesday that Hamas ships 
arms into the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip from Egypt 
and Jordan. This was the first 
such Israeli accusation since 
Jordan and Israel signed a 
peace treaty on Oct 26. 

■ -■ “Hamas * weapons come 
into : the - " territories from 
Egypt and Jordan," Mr. 
Rabin reportedly told the 
Israeli parbamenfs foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 
tee. 

A spokesman quoted Mr. 
Rabin as saying that foods for 
fundamentalists also come 
from Jordan as well as 
Europe and the United 
States. 

A senior military intelli- 
gence official, who was not 
named- by the spokesman, 
told the committee that 
Hamas had. a command cen- 
tre in Jordan. 

“A large part of -the orders 
to attack Israeli targets have 


been transmitted by Hamas 
from Jordan, not by tele- 
phone or fax but by messen- 
gers," he said. 

Mr. Nazzal said Mr. Rabin 
was trying to apportion the 
blame for his government’s 
failure to guarantee security. 

"The charges against 
groups outside Palestine is an 
attempt by Rabin to find a 
scapegoat for his failure to 
control his security," said 
Mr. Nazzal. Israel has been 
hit with several deadly bomb 
attacks in the last one month, 
killing at least 24 people and 
wounding dozens. All the 
attacks were claimed by the 
military wing of Hamas, 
Izzeddine Al Qassam. 

The last time Israel ac- 
cused Jordan of harbouring 
“terrorists,” Amman took 
strong action against the 
Hamas office here, confiscat- 
ing their spokesmen's pass- 


is trying to capitalise on the 
anti^rejectionist mood, which 
manifested itself immediately 
after Friday’s incidents (when 
dashes broke out in Amman 


mosque) and was reflected by 
His Majesty’s speech to de- 


His Majesty’s speech to de- 
puties, iii order to provoke a 
strong reaction against the 
Islamists,” Mr. Kabariti said. 

“Rabin knows that there 
are no armed groups in Jor- 
dan that plan violent acts. He 
is trying to create a link be- 
tween foe Islamic movement 
in Jordan, which rejects vio- 
lence, and the armed resist- 
ance groups in the occupied 
territories." 

“I strongly believe Jordan 
will not allow itself to be used 
as a tool in Israel's band in its 


war against Hamas," said 
Mr. Kabariti. “Jordan will 


S )its and dedaring the group 
egal. 


prevent any attempt by any 
group to use Jordanian terri- 
tory to launch attacks against 
Israel. This is dear in the 
peace treaty." 


Tension has been rising be- 
tween the government and 
the Islamist-led opposition. 


His Majesty King Hussein, in 
a speech to deputies last Sun- 


day, warned Islamists and 
other rejectionists not to 'dis- 
parage the Jordan-lsrael 
peace treaty and not to slan- 
der the monarchy over the 
accord from the pulpits of the 
mosques. 

Officials refused to com- 
ment Wednesday on the 
Israeli allegations, but Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
said in an interview with Mid- 
dle East Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (MBC) that there 
were no Hamas bases in Jor- 
dan. 

Deputy Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, president of the 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee of the Lower House of 
Parliament, said Wednesday: 

“The Israeli prime minister 


He said Jordan would not 
risk its democracy to fight 
Israel's wax. The influential 
deputy said Hamas had a 
right to have a representative 
information office here as 
long as it did not violate any 
Jordanian laws’. ’ 4 

Islamic Action Front De- 
puty Mohammad Oweideh 
denied the Israeli allegations, 
challenging the Israeli gov- 
ernment to produce any evi- 
dence to support its claim. 
He said Hamas does not have 
any military organisation 
operating' outside the occu- 
pied territories. 

Mr. Oweideh told a news 
conference Wednesday that, 
the only support Hamas gets 
from outside the occupied 
territories is “political and 
moral.” 

He said Hamas does not 
receive any arm from Jor- 
dan. 


Iran tells Kuwait foreign 


forces endangering Gulf 


TEHRAN .(Agencies) — Ira- 
nian President Ali Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani told 
Kuwait Wednesday the pre- 
sence of foreign forces in the 
Gulf could harm countries in 
the region. 

At a meeting with the new 
Kuwaiti ambassador here 
Mr. Rafsanjani said recent 
“military movements in the 
... Gulf anti the continued 
presence of foreign forces, sire' 
detrimental to the Gulf coon- 
tries," in an apparent refer- 
ence to - the U.S. military 
buildup in the region. 

Peace and stability could 
be guaranteed through re- 
gional cooperation; he said. 

American, British and 
Gulf Arab reinforcements 
were rushed to Kuwait after 


Iraq massed troops near the 
emirate’s border early last 


month, threatening to repeat 
its August 1990 invasion. 

A U.S.-led coalition drove 
Iraqi forces out of Kuwait in 
February 1991. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also ac- 
cused foreign “enemies” of 
trying to “portray Iran as 
hostile" to the Golf Arab 
states in a bid to “justify their 
ominous aims." 

“Their goal is to justify 
their presence in the region 
and to sell off their weapon- 
ry." 

^ Mr. Rafsanjani assured the 
Gulf Arabs that “Iran pur- 
sues reasonable and huma- 
nitarian policies in the region 
and invites all the Persian 
Gulf countries to be prudent 
and have friendship and uni- 
ty” 


aircrafts to Kuwait to deter 
any Iraqi threat, a U.S. milit- 
ary source said on Wednes- 
day. 


"The aircraft are being de- 
ployed until there is no lon- 
ger a need for their presence, 
they are deployed as a deter- 
rent," the source who did not 
wish to be identified told 
Reuters. 

Out of the group of 24 
aircraft, flying from a base m 
toe Gulf region, 16 arrived in 
toe emirate's Ahmad At Ja- 
ber air base, said the source. 
The rest were doe later on 
Wednesday. 


Washington has dispatched 
24 A-10 Thunderbolt attack 


In Casablanca, the foreign 
minister of Qatar said Tues- 
day that Iraq has told him it 
will recognise Kuwait and its 
U.N. -demarcated border 
very soon. ■ 


Bakhtiar murder trial opens behind security screen in Paris 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
alleged killers of exiled Ira- 
nian Prime Minister Shapour 
Bakhtiar went on trial on 
Wednesday amid massive 
security at toe Palais de Jus- 
tice (law courts) in central 
Paris. 

The trial opened at 1.40 
p.m. (1230 GMT) with three 
Iranians in toe dock. Six 
others are being tried in 
absentia for toe August 1991 
killing of toe late Utah’s last 
premier in toe Paris suburb of 
Suresnes. 

In the dock were Ali Valrili 
Rad, accused of being one of 
the three kilims. Zeynal 
Saihadi, a great-nephew of 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani accused 
of organising their escape, 
and Massoud Hendi, sus- 
pected of giving logistical 


assistance to the assassins. 

The trial, expected to last 
four weeks, is being trans- 
lated by interpreters into Far- 
si, since two of die accused 
speak no French. 

The prosecution will pre- 
sent evidence gathered by In- 
vestigating Magistrate Jean- 
Louis Bruguiere implicating 
the Iranian authorities in 
organising the murder. The 
Tehran government has de- 
nied any role. 

Balchtiar’s three sons, his 
French first wife and his Ira- 
nian second. wife were in the 
courtroom at the start of the 
trial. 

Armed special police cor- 
doned off toe court where toe 
trial effectively put toe Isla- 
mic Tehran regime in toe 
dock,. 

The trial could severely 


test Tehran’s relations with 
France and with toe West. 

The three suspects were 
taken into the Palais de jus- 
tice about 45 minutes after 
trial was scheduled to start. 

Bakhtiar and his chief of 
staff. So rush Katibeth, were 
found dead on Aug. 8, 1991 
in their house in Suresnes. in 
the west of the French capit- 


al, stabbed and strangled. 
Tehran has repeatedly d 


Tehran has repeatedly de- 
nied any involvement in the 
killing of Bakhtiar, Iran’s last 
prime minister before the 

1979 Islamic revolution, who 
had sought asylum in France 
and become" an opposition 
leader. ' , 

But the suspects have been 
accused in particular by 
Judge Bruguiere, in charge of 
the case, of having links with 
the Iranian secret service — a 


charge consistently denied by 
Tehran. 

At the end of a report 
outlining his investigation in 
January, the judge concluded 
that “the Iranian secret ser- 
vices participated in logistical 
support for toe culprits.” 

Security has been tight- 
ened across the French capit- 
al for the trial, with armed 
guards stationed outside the 
Iranian embassy, consulate, 
and headquarters of Iran Air, 
where spot checks will be 
carried out systematically. 

The Palais de Justice is 
being protected by a special 
squadron, of 70-80 armed 
commandos, stationed 
around the building and on- 
its roof. Patrols with sniffer 
dogs will check sewers and 
underground car parks in toe 
area. 


In addition some 20 large 
department stores, as. well as 
train stations and tourist 
sites, will be subject to strict 
security measures for the 
next month. 

„ rou « es around the 
Palais De Justice, on the Cite 
island m the heart of Paris, 
have been diverted. 

Police and others fear the 
return of extremist attacks to 

the ? cets of ^ns. One for- 
mer Bakhtiar aide, Man usher 
Razmara, has said he feared 

incidents comparable to 

attacks in 1986 which left 11 
people dead. 

The three men in court this 

w 5 ek . are .^ong nine in all 
who have been charged in 

“raeaon with *e laui™ 
The six others are still on toe 
run, and will be tried 

absentia in a separate trial. 


MOSCOW (AP) — X&mt. 
has found former Savictfre*. 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev 
guilty of slander after he cal- 
led a Moscow official t oc*. 
nipt. Mr. Gorbachev cufed 
Vladimir Resin, the beaff tf 
the Moscow City Govern 
ment Construction Den®, 
ment, a “shining examepfeof 
a corrupt government ''Offi- 
cial," in an interview witfuht 
Komsomolskaya Prav$ 
newspaper. A Moscow Mutf. 
dpal Court Thursday fia*l 
Mr. Gorbachev one m9fioa 
rubles ($325) for the com- 
ment. and ordered the news- 
paper to print a denial of toe 
chaige. the daily Moskovsty 
Komsomolets reported. The 
former Communist Party 
general secretary failed to 
appear at the first trial and 
was fined 30 rubles (a pen- 
ny). At the second trial, Mr. 
Gorbachev sent a letter in hh 
place, saying he was quoting 
material published in another 
publication, the Novaya 
Yezhednevnayua Gazeta 
(New Daily Newspaper). Mr. 
Gorbachev will not pay toe 


find and plans to appeal the 
decision, said Georgy 
Ostroumov, a spokesman tor 

- ~ — <■* m • t 


the Gorbachev Foundation in 
Moscow. Mr. Ostroumov 
made his comments to the 
English-language Moscow. 
Tribune Tuesday. 


Ferry stopped 
because of 
intoxicated 
captain 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — An. 
Estonian cargo feny char- 
tered by the Estline ferry 


group was stopped off the 
Stockholm coast overnight 


Stockholm coast overnight 
because its captain was in-, 
toxicated, Swedish police; 
said Wednesday. The Dona- 
te, travelling from Stockholm' 
to Tallinn, was forbidden to: 
travel Tuesday night but was 
permitted to continue on its 
route Wednesday, according 
to Swedish maritime author- 
ities. The ferry's pilot 
anchored the vessel and 
alerted police shortly after 
leaving toe Stockholm Har- 
bour after noticing that the 
captain appeared drunk. 
Police and a doctor were 
called onboard, although the 
results of a blood test taken 
were not released. The k 
Donate is owned by the Esfio$ 
nia Shipping company!* 
Estline had chartered Tues- 
day's transport, which was to 
be Estline’s last charter with 
the company. Estline, which 1 
faced tough criticism for its 
handling of the Estonia sink- 
ing Sept. 2$ in which some 
912 people died, is aware that 
toe company's reputation will 
not improve by Tuesday’s in- 
cident, management said. 
The captain’s behaviour de- 
monstrated “a complete lade 
of judgement. Had it been 
our own crew. this, never 
would have happened,” 
Estonia press spokesman and 
board member Hans Laktaa 
said. “But toe Estonia was a 
completely white boat. That 
means that not even off duty 
officers were allowed to drink 
beer. We had a very strict 
policy there," he assured.' 


Wife-beating case 
prompts anger 


OTTAWA (AFP) — The 
successful defence of a man 
who admitted severely beat-rt 
ing his wife has prompted^ 
federal Justice Minister Allan 
Rock to promise a review of a 
controversial Supreme Court 
ruling. In effect, toe Supreme 
Court ruled that a sufficient 
degree of drunkenness could 
be an adequate defence 

Aosunct- m 


against criminal charges. The 
Supreme Court, in a 6-3 split, 
ruled last month that a 72- 


yec '-old man who sex uall y 
assaulted a disabled woman 
snould have been allowed to 
present as his defence toe 
argument that he was so 
drunk at the time that he was 
insane. That ruling was cited 
by a judge in Alberta last 
week to acquit Carl Blair of 
?“*ISes connected with a 
1993 attack on his wife. 


Kenya deports 
3 gay activists 


^hn 0 ® 1 < — Kenyan 

fhri I mt : s havc expelled 
f™ fore »gners for planning 
o convene an international 

conference, 

w2 lgra i :on s aid 

Wednesday. The three men’ 
Australia, toe Nefber- 
p*™ 1 the United States 


fe^eH day « ,ven 48 hoots to V 
~* ve toe country “bv anv^ 
means Possible." tfomncov- - 


means possible." Homosex* 
"Ob* B illegal in Kenya 
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